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Acknowledgment to Country

Winton Shire Council acknowledges the Traditional Owners of the land on which the Winton Shire
falls on and pays respects to Elders past and present and emerging. 

We acknowledge those from the defence force who served in the past to preserve our freedoms and
those serving today who continue to protect the country which we all call home.
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Winton Shire Council’s 2025–2026 Budget was endorsed at the recent Special Council Meeting.
You can find a summary in the Budget Snapshot on Page 4. Thanks to our CEO and fellow
Councillors for their hard work and input.

Council has also developed Winton Shire Council's strategy for Ageing Well in Winton 2025–2028,
in partnership with consultants specialising in wellness and ageing. The strategy focuses on
embracing wellness and wisdom as we age. It’s available to read or download on Council’s
website.

I was a very proud Mayor of ‘MANNton’ when the Maroons took out the State of Origin decider in
Sydney! What a moment to see our local legend, Kurt Mann, wearing the #14 jersey and doing us
proud. Well done, Kurt and congratulations Queensland!

It’s been a fantastic festival season in Winton, with locals and visitors alike enjoying everything
our region has to offer. The Winton Show was once again a highlight, and the town was buzzing
during the Outback Writers Festival and Vision Splendid Outback Film Festival. I also had the
chance to admire the incredible boulder opals and stunning entries in the 2025 Queen of Gems
Jewellery & Design Awards at the Opal Festival. The Winton Camel Races was another awesome
event and marked the final leg of the Desert Championships Way: Outback Camel Trail.

A big congratulations and thank you to everyone involved — your hard work behind the scenes is
what makes these events such a success.

I’m looking forward to the Corfield Races this weekend and the Winton Outback Festival from 23–
27 September. Make sure you save the date!

The Winton Library recently received a generous book donation from the University of
Queensland, supporting flood-affected shires. 

And finally, thank you to our Parks and Facilities team who planted a selection of cycads in
Elderslie Street. Josef and Karen Perner from Cycad International generously donated cycads and
boabs valued at $50,000 for the Winton 150 Celebrations! 
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https://www.winton.qld.gov.au/wise-well-winton
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Budget Snapshot 2025-2026
The 2025-2026 Budget was adopted at a Special Council Meeting on Wednesday 30 July 2025. Visit

Council’s website for Council Meeting Minutes and the complete Budget Pack www.winton.qld.gov.au

https://www.winton.qld.gov.au/downloads/file/3352/budget-snapshot-2025-2026
https://www.winton.qld.gov.au/
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Recovery Grants
Western Qld Flooding: Exclusion Fencing Recovery Grants

Support is now available to primary producers impacted by the Western Queensland Floods Exclusion
Fencing Recovery Grant of up to $500,000 to rebuild damaged or destroyed exclusion and cluster fencing

infrastructure and help contain and protect surviving livestock. 

This program is being delivered in partnership with RAPAD throughout the region's eligible Local
Government Areas: Barcaldine, Barcoo, Blackall-Tambo, Boulia, Diamantina, Longreach and Winton.

Visit the RAPAD website for more information: 
https://rapad.com.au/projects/exclusion-fencing-recovery-program/

https://www.facebook.com/RAPADCWQ?__cft__[0]=AZXBXw53aYTX8Dj_BHLe4atES6jEaK3XcCnbWXJjqX50hp1nA0cCPpGKECr1h6bsqDeZk9YBdtgmHL7VlyIeuIEoIjG76X3CWsVTIUzqr3mB8r5zRWN6cuJU0XnqjwOZgrD3sPiU3uyFP0G4_0S7rMOdUBzPgCTUPYb3SS-cd7Vy_269SNReKqzw5WgMKtPb51M&__tn__=-]K-R
https://rapad.com.au/projects/exclusion-fencing-recovery-program/
https://rapad.com.au/projects/exclusion-fencing-recovery-program/
https://www.qld.gov.au/housing/buying-owning-home/homeowners-financial-help/resilience-to-floods-and-cyclones/stronger-homes-grant
https://www.qld.gov.au/housing/buying-owning-home/homeowners-financial-help/resilience-to-floods-and-cyclones/stronger-homes-grant
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Youth Health & Wellbeing Survey
Are you a young person living in Winton? We want to know what matters to you. This short

survey is your chance to share your thoughts and ideas to help us better support your
𝗵𝗲𝗮𝗹𝘁𝗵 𝗮𝗻𝗱 𝘄𝗲𝗹𝗹𝗯𝗲𝗶𝗻𝗴. Scan the QR code or click the link to have your say.

https://forms.office.com/r/jXTxTm9Pzr
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Winton Shire Council received a custom-made table from our sister city, the City of Moreton Bay in
celebration of our 150th anniversary.  This beautiful piece will take pride of place in the Waltzing Matilda

Centre where it can be enjoyed by our community and visitors alike.

The Winton Library recently received a generous book donation from the University of Queensland,
supporting flood-affected shires. 

Right: Mayor Cathy White and
Jeff Close at the official launch
of the Outback Writers Festival’s
Contribution to Winton 150
‘Tales from Winton’s Past’

Left: Victoria Baldock, Delvene
Delaney and David Wenham at
the official launch of the Vision
Splendid Outback Film Festival



Winton

Mental Health Morning Tea – A Heartfelt Community Gathering

On Saturday, 21 June, The Neighbourhood Centre hosted a warm and uplifting Mental Health Morning Tea,
bringing the community together to support mental wellbeing and encourage open conversations.
Guests were welcomed into a relaxed and friendly space, where they had the chance to connect with
others, enjoy a cuppa, and explore a range of mental health resources. Informative brochures and support
materials were available for attendees to take home or engage with on the day.

The morning’s highlight was a three-round trivia game, filled with quirky and entertaining questions that
sparked laughter and lively conversation. The fun and friendly competition made trivia the talk of the day
and brought plenty of smiles to the room.

A delicious morning tea was served, adding to the cheerful atmosphere and making the event not only
informative but also a genuine pleasure to attend.

The event beautifully reflected the essence of mental health awareness — fostering connection, sharing
joy, and reminding us all that sometimes the best support is a shared laugh and a chat among friends.

NAIDOC Celebration a Heartwarming Success in Winton

Winton’s NAIDOC Celebration was a delightful midday event filled with culture, community, and
connection. Attendees enjoyed a welcoming spread of homemade jams, bush spices, mini dampers, and
biscuits throughout the day.

A delicious lunch of roast meats and vegetables was served, followed by a stunning cake featuring this
year’s NAIDOC theme — a sweet highlight of the event. The celebration concluded with a lively and
entertaining round of trivia, bringing plenty of laughter and friendly competition.

It was a truly memorable occasion, with strong community turnout and a shared sense of pride in
celebrating Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander culture.
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Mystery and Laughter at the Winton Shire Hall
The Meat Tray Murder Mystery performance was held on Thursday at the Winton Shire Hall, offering a
unique blend of mystery and comedy. While attendance was modest, those who joined the event
thoroughly enjoyed the experience, describing it as "unusual but very funny."

Guests were treated to a delicious meal featuring creamy chicken, savoury meatballs, and fresh bread rolls
— a perfect pairing for an evening of entertainment and intrigue.

FAMILY SUPPORT PROGRAM 
Pancake Breakfasts at Local Schools
Towards the end of term, we delivered a hearty pancake breakfast at both St Patrick’s Catholic School and
Winton State School. This initiative continues our commitment to strengthening relationships with local
school communities, supporting student wellbeing, and promoting positive school attendance. It’s a simple
but powerful way to start the day and connect with students in a welcoming and encouraging environment.

Athletics Carnival Breakfast
On 13 June, we hosted a hot breakfast at the Youth Centre for students participating in the local
interschool athletics carnival. By fuelling the students with a nutritious start to the day, we aimed to
support both their physical performance and overall wellbeing. Events like this also build a sense of
community pride and inclusion, while promoting the value of healthy habits.

St Patrick’s Learning Breakfast
Our attendance at the St Patrick’s Catholic School Learning Breakfast provided another valuable
opportunity to connect with students, families, and staff in a supportive and consistent way. It’s part of
our ongoing goal to be a positive presence in the lives of local young people — showing care, building trust,
and reinforcing that their wellbeing matters.

Playgroup at the Youth Centre
Our Playgroup sessions continue to provide a cosy and welcoming space for parents and young children—
especially appreciated during the cooler months. Held at the Youth Centre, the large open area offers
plenty of room to play, with popular activities including animal figurines, trucks, magnetic blocks, and
imaginative play in yard-themed setups. The addition of highchairs has made the space even more
comfortable and inclusive for families.

YOUTH SPORT & REC 
After School Care Program
Our After School Care Program has grown steadily, now welcoming an average of eight children each
afternoon. The program begins with a calm, 30-minute free-play period to help children unwind after
school, followed by a mix of structured and child-led activities.

The sessions feature engaging S.T.E.M. challenges, such as paper plane competitions, spaghetti-
marshmallow tower building, egg drop experiments, and a tasty twist on opal mining — using chocolate  
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 Winton Neighbourhood Centre
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biscuits, of course! Outdoor play at the skatepark or football field rounds out the day with fresh air and
fun.

A key focus of the program is building personal responsibility. Children are encouraged to tidy up their
spaces, fostering independence and respect in a supportive setting.

Bring the Boys – Youth Night
On Thursday, 12 June, the Youth Centre hosted a successful "Bring the Boys" night, combining food,
games, and meaningful discussions. Guided conversations focused on managing anger through interactive
activities and real-life scenarios. With a shared dinner and relaxed atmosphere, the event created a safe
and supportive space for young people to reflect, connect, and grow.
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June was a busy and exciting month for the Winton 60 & Better Program, with plenty of activities keeping
everyone active, creative, and connected.

Croquet continues to be a hit, with regular sessions drawing a great crowd. Participants are steadily
building their skills and confidence while enjoying a fun and social atmosphere on the green. 

A highlight of the month was our 60 & Better display at the Winton Show. The display was a wonderful
opportunity to showcase the talent, creativity, and community spirit that shines through our program.
Thank you to everyone who contributed!

We also enjoyed a fabulous group outing to the Art Gallery, where we took in the latest exhibition and had a
delicious lunch at the Tuckerbox Café. Great food, beautiful art, and great company made it a day to
remember.

To celebrate NAIDOC Week, we held a beading activity inspired by First Nations culture. These hands-on
sessions were not only creative and relaxing but also offered a meaningful way to reflect on and celebrate
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander heritage.

Finally, we were pleased to receive an invitation to the morning tea for the opening of the 2025 Outback
Writers Festival. It was a lovely event, and we thoroughly enjoyed being part of such a special celebration
of outback storytelling.

Thank you to all our participants and supporters for making June such a successful and enjoyable month.
We look forward to more great activities in the weeks ahead!
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The Queensland Boulder Opal Association’s annual Queen of Gems
Jewellery and Design Awards Exhibition opened 2-12  July to coincide
with Winton’s Annual Opal Festival. An audience of 100 attended the
Awards evening hosted by the Waltzing Matilda Centre and Outback
Regional Gallery to celebrate Winton’s signature gem – Boulder Opal,
and eager to have judges reveal this year’s winners for all categories. 

th

Exhibition Outback A Sense of Place: From the Collection exhibition
opened on 23 July and will close 6 August. The exhibition highlights Major
Award-Winning artworks from the John Villiers Outback Art Prize from
years 2019-2025 and acquired works from the prize which attracts entries
depicting the theme Outback A Sense of Place locally and nationally each
year. Also on display is the Children’s Art Project from years 2024 and 2025
also sponsored by The John Villiers Trust. The timing of the exhibition
precedes the 2026 John Villiers Outback Art Prize Call for Entries and 2026
Children’s Art Project opening 8  August.th

Exhibition, Joe Furlonger: Horizons will open Saturday 16th August. Drawn from the Queensland Art Gallery
| Gallery of Modern Art (QAGOMA) Collection the exhibition celebrates the work of respected Queensland
artist Joe Furlonger and traces the artist’s career through a range of media from painting to ceramics,
sculpture and drawing. The QAGOMA touring exhibition will close 5  October. TH
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Waltzing Matilda Centre
Visitor Information Centre 

Visit us at the Waltzing
Matilda Centre – open daily!

 Call 07 4657 1466 for all
enquiries.

Check local road conditions:
www.winton.qld.gov.au/news

/road-conditions

Opening Hours 
(April–September):

 9am – 5pm, 7 days a week
 Public Holidays: 9am – 3pm

Current Job Vacancies:
Grader Operator/Labourer

Community Care Manager

Media, Marketing & Communications Officer

Administration Officer Welfare Services

Economic Development Officer

WHS Officer

Hospitality and Catering Officer

Workshop Mechanic

Assistant Children's Services Worker

Carpenter/Tradesperson

Children's Services Group Leader

Plumber

Early Childhood Teacher

For further information regarding position descriptions and applications, 
please visit the Winton Shire Council website.

https://www.winton.qld.gov.au/council/employment
https://www.winton.qld.gov.au/downloads/file/3349/information-pack-grade-operator-labourer
https://www.winton.qld.gov.au/downloads/file/3347/information-pack-community-care-manager
https://www.winton.qld.gov.au/downloads/file/3347/information-pack-community-care-manager
https://www.winton.qld.gov.au/downloads/file/3346/information-pack-media-and-marketing
https://www.winton.qld.gov.au/downloads/file/3346/information-pack-media-and-marketing
https://www.winton.qld.gov.au/downloads/file/3345/information-pack-administration-officer
https://www.winton.qld.gov.au/downloads/file/3343/information-pack-economic-development-officer
https://www.winton.qld.gov.au/downloads/file/3326/whs-officer-pd
https://www.winton.qld.gov.au/downloads/file/3329/information-pack-hospitality-and-catering-officer
https://www.winton.qld.gov.au/downloads/file/3292/information-pack-workshop-mechanic
https://www.winton.qld.gov.au/downloads/file/3266/information-pack-assistant-children-s-services-worker
https://www.winton.qld.gov.au/downloads/file/3148/information-pack-carpenter-tradesperson
https://www.winton.qld.gov.au/downloads/file/3115/information-pack-children-s-services-group-leader
https://www.winton.qld.gov.au/downloads/file/3037/information-pack-plumber
https://www.winton.qld.gov.au/downloads/file/2979/information-pack-early-childhood-teacher
https://www.winton.qld.gov.au/council/employment
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Our Works Department have been busy working on the following projects:
Cemetery extension – Fencing works are complete, irrigation will be installed followed by the lawn.
Dog Park – Replacement turf has been installed and the Park has re-opened for business.
Works have commenced at Gordon Kennedy Park in readiness for planting of the cycads. 
Landfill operations – The installation of new designated drop off bays at the landfill is working well.
Thank you to the community for embracing the change. Having designated drop off points improves
safety to the general waste pit and allows for the separation of waste streams.
Showgrounds Bar and Kitchen construction is on track for completion and is now at lock up stage.

Neighbourhood Centre Carpark – Two carports have been installed
Footpaths – Works are complete at Diamantina Gardens which has seen a footpath installed and new
and improved landing areas in front of each Unit. The landing areas combined with the new paths will
significantly improve accessibility for residents and visitors to Diamantina Gardens Units. Work also
included modifying the access alongside the Medical Centre to install a new kerb ramp for improved
access from Diamantina Gardens Units to the Medical centre.  

Roadworks - Construction work on the next stage of sealing Winton Jundah Road is progressing.
Currently staff in conjunction with local contractors are working on Stage 2, Section 2.  
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🦗 PROTECT YOUR PROPERTY FROM LOCUSTS 
Recent wet weather has created perfect conditions for locust
outbreaks across parts of the state. Biosecurity Queensland is
calling on graziers and landholders to step up now and take
proactive measures to manage the risk of swarms. 

Locusts can cause major damage to your pastures and crops,
hitting local industries and communities hard. Under the
Biosecurity Act 2014, you have a general biosecurity obligation to
take reasonable steps to minimise the risk of locust populations
building up on your land. 

Early action is key! Search for nymph activity, act quickly, and
spray early to protect your land and prevent swarms from
forming. Locust management is a shared responsibility, and
timely action can make a difference. 

While locusts are native to Australia and can’t be eradicated,
effective management through coordinated efforts is well within
our reach. 

Rural Lands
Newsletter
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If you spot locust swarms or nymph activity, contact Biosecurity Queensland on 13 25 23 or report online.
For more information, scan the QR code on the poster or visit www.business.qld.gov.au/industries/farms-
fishing-forestry/agriculture/biosecurity/plants/insects/field-crop/locusts

🐾 WILD DOG BOUNTY PROGRAM NOW OPEN
Winton Shire Council's Wild Dog Bounty Program has now reopened for the 2025–2026 financial year.
This program supports landholders, property managers, and accredited harvesters in the ongoing
management of wild dog populations. Bounties will be processed while funds remain available under the
current budget allocation.

Earlier this year, widespread flooding across the region led to the cancellation of the scheduled aerial
baiting campaign, placing added pressure on ground control efforts. The reopening of the bounty program
aims to help offset this disruption and support local landholders in continuing essential pest management
activities.

Properties currently experiencing high wild dog numbers or stock losses are encouraged to contact their
Division Leaders to discuss baiting options. Orders for ground baits can be arranged to assist with targeted
control efforts in affected areas.

We thank the community for their patience and ongoing involvement in protecting our livestock and native
wildlife from wild dog impacts.

For more information, to lodge a claim, or to request baits, please contact the Rural Lands Team.

Page 15 www.winton.qld.gov.au

http://www.business.qld.gov.au/industries/farms-fishing-forestry/agriculture/biosecurity/plants/insects/field-crop/locusts
https://www.business.qld.gov.au/industries/farms-fishing-forestry/agriculture/biosecurity/plants/insects/field-crop/locusts
https://www.business.qld.gov.au/industries/farms-fishing-forestry/agriculture/biosecurity/plants/insects/field-crop/locusts
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🚧 FLOOD-DAMAGED FENCING – TOWN COMMON
The tender period for the flood fencing repairs on the Winton Town Common has now closed, with Council
currently finalising the assessment of submitted applications. 

The flooding event earlier this year caused significant damage to the Winton Town Common boundary
fencing, with around 20km of the 54km perimeter affected. This included key sections adjoining
Bladensburg National Park, resulting in livestock straying beyond the common boundary.

Council thanks all common users and neighbours for their patience and cooperation during this recovery
process.

🐂 UPCOMING WINTON TOWN COMMON MUSTER 
The town common is due to be mustered once again. Likely this will occur in either august or September.
The confirmed date will depend on livestock condition, feed availability and community events which may
be in conflict with the muster. 

The Bladensburg ranger has not reported any further sightings of livestock on the common and at this time
council will not be getting a permit to check the national park. 

Follow the Winton Shire Council page for further updates on the common muster.

Back tank upgrades:
The fencing at the rear of the Common water tanks has now been completed, securing the facility for the
long term. This preventative measure will protect the tank fittings from livestock damage and prevent
erosion around the tank base. It’s a long-overdue project, and it’s great to see it finally finished.

🌿 INVASIVE WEED MANAGEMENT & BIOSECURITY OBLIGATIONS POST-FLOODING
The recent flooding event has created favourable conditions for the spread of invasive weeds across the
Winton Shire Council and surrounding areas. These weeds threaten pasture quality, livestock health, and
native biodiversity.

All landholders have a general biosecurity obligation to actively manage and prevent the spread of
biosecurity matter, including invasive weeds, on their properties. Early detection and control are essential
to protecting our shared environment and agricultural productivity.

If you notice invasive weeds or require assistance, please contact the Rural Lands Team.

STAY UP TO DATE IN 2025!
The Rural Lands Teams have a busy year ahead, packed with projects. Stay up-to-date with all the latest
announcements, updates, and important notices by following the Winton Shire Council Facebook page. It's
the best way to ensure you never miss out on vital information about upcoming programs, maintenance
schedules, and more.

For more information, please contact the Rural Lands Team 
📧 ruralservices@winton.qld.gov.au or 📞 07 4657 2661
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Your paragraph textYour paragraph text

Please visit Council’s event calendar on the Experience Winton website for information about Festivals and
Community Events. If you manage Community Events, please submit them on Council’s event calendar to

keep locals and visitors in the loop about what’s happening in our region.
www.experiencewinton.com.au/event/new 

If you need to update an event already on the event calendar, please email waltzing@matildacentre.com.au

Page 17 www.winton.qld.gov.au

https://www.experiencewinton.com.au/events-1
https://www.experiencewinton.com.au/events-1
http://www.experiencewinton.com.au/event/new
mailto:waltzing@matildacentre.com.au?subject=Waltzing%20Matilda%20Centre%20donation%20enquiry
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https://www.experiencewinton.com.au/events/event/184/digital-literacy-workshops
https://www.experiencewinton.com.au/events/event/191/community-playgroup
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https://www.facebook.com/CorfieldRaces
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https://www.experiencewinton.com.au/events/event/202/winton-shire-council-garden-competition-2025
https://www.experiencewinton.com.au/events/event/201/just-a-farmer-special-free-community-screening-winton
https://www.experiencewinton.com.au/events/event/196/silversmithing-workshop-2025
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https://www.experiencewinton.com.au/events/event/208/outback-futures-open-invite-community-dinner
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/national-science-week-meet-a-scientist-and-enjoy-a-sausage-sizzle-winton-tickets-1479225395979
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/national-science-week-travelling-launch-2025-winton-tickets-1446474025749
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https://www.experiencewinton.com.au/events/event/207/story-time-with-humphrey-b-bear
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https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.outbackfestival.com.au%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExV0lxcEVuSmE1UGtrdzhqRQEexL8okoAqr3YoQvT-MgKigViyEltDdlI_xh1pxCIyvNWkwUlfaHa7VbeuXes_aem_hnQY7NxRKzvFtgm70erUGw&h=AT1ThJ6F9QWOLsRQEL_6G_tlM_Bvy74HM9wk7xuGnoRTfezCThw2DRSPRMhvKVzE_DBYF2fKCnOMFAI2jlvvUtlFkb-hpIyy4htj1mNTNKsFSSjCDPZmdmO8JvzNpsmuq2-OhQ
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.outbackfestival.com.au%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExV0lxcEVuSmE1UGtrdzhqRQEexL8okoAqr3YoQvT-MgKigViyEltDdlI_xh1pxCIyvNWkwUlfaHa7VbeuXes_aem_hnQY7NxRKzvFtgm70erUGw&h=AT1ThJ6F9QWOLsRQEL_6G_tlM_Bvy74HM9wk7xuGnoRTfezCThw2DRSPRMhvKVzE_DBYF2fKCnOMFAI2jlvvUtlFkb-hpIyy4htj1mNTNKsFSSjCDPZmdmO8JvzNpsmuq2-OhQ
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.outbackfestival.com.au%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExV0lxcEVuSmE1UGtrdzhqRQEexL8okoAqr3YoQvT-MgKigViyEltDdlI_xh1pxCIyvNWkwUlfaHa7VbeuXes_aem_hnQY7NxRKzvFtgm70erUGw&h=AT1ThJ6F9QWOLsRQEL_6G_tlM_Bvy74HM9wk7xuGnoRTfezCThw2DRSPRMhvKVzE_DBYF2fKCnOMFAI2jlvvUtlFkb-hpIyy4htj1mNTNKsFSSjCDPZmdmO8JvzNpsmuq2-OhQ
https://rafflelink.com.au/outback-raffle-25

