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                  QANTAS FLY-OVER MILESTONE 
Information from www.thesenior.com.au/story 

Thursday 3rd November had an amazing sight of the QANTAS plane doing a fly-over the town 
of Winton. 
The fly-over was to celebrate the 100-year anniversary of the first mail flight from the town of 
Charleville to the town of Cloncurry.  

The first passenger flight between Cloncurry and Charleville took off on November 2, 1922. 
Alexander Kennedy, an 84-year-old outback pioneer, was the first passenger back in 1922, 
who flew the Longreach-Winton-McKinlay-Cloncurry leg of the inaugural mail service. 
He was the first paying passenger, travelling on an 11-pound ticket which, according to a 

conversion calculation of pounds sterling, would be worth $1300 today. 

Qantas and Australia Post recreated the first airmail flight on Tuesday, departing Brisbane 

airport with descendants from the airline's founding families on board. 

The anniversary flight is following the 882-kilometre route originally taken by an open-cockpit 
FK8 biplane and is carrying another bag of mail in the cargo containing 106 handwritten letters 
from schoolchildren in Charleville to kids in Longreach and Cloncurry. 

 

 

 
Pilot Paul McGinness (third from L) 
prepares to depart from Charleville 
for Longreach on 2 November 
1922. 
Photo from 
www.travelweekly.com.au 

 
 
 
 
 

The Winton Herald is a volunteer-produced newssheet for Winton Business & Tourism Association facilitating and supporting 
business, tourism, and community of Winton Shire since 1967. 

For a full colour version please head to: www.winton.qld.gov.au/community/winton-herald 
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What’s On? 
Date Event Information 

Sat 5th Nov North Gregory Turf Club Stakes Day/Picnic Races 

Mon 7th Nov Winton Community Ball Inc - AGM 6.00pm Neighbourhood Centre 

Tues 8th Nov 60’s & Better Meeting 9.30am Club Rooms 

Thurs 10th Nov WDHS & Museum Inc Meeting 5.30pm  

FRI 11TH NOV REMEMBERANCE DAY 10.45am Walkway of Honour 

Fri 16th Nov Child Health Clinic Winton Hospital 

Mon 21st Nov WBTA Monthly Meeting 5.30pm Neighbourhood Centre 

Thurs 1st Dec Lighting of Christmas Tree 6.00pm Elderslie St 

Fri 9th Dec Christmas Street Party 5.30pm Elderslie St 

Wed 14th Dec Community BBQ 6.00pm Shire Council Court Yard 

   

Help keep us up to date! 
Please submit your events, with location and time to 

wintonheraldeditor@gmail.com 

The WBTA hopes to have your event in our calendar at least two 

weeks prior to its occurrence to give those living out of town a chance 

to attend. In the past, many have commented that they did not know 

an event was on until it was too late - we are hoping to change that! 

Editorial Submissions 
The Winton Herald currently does not have a local journalist and as such we rely on 

community members to submit articles for publication. If you have recently been involved in 

running an event, please send a short article and a photo or two to the Editor at 

wintonheraldeditor@gmail.com for inclusion in the next available issue. Please note 

submission deadline of 8pm Monday for all articles and photos. Articles may be edited for 

length or consistency. 
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Cont’ from Front Page 

The original flight was piloted by Qantas 

co-founders and pilots Paul McGinness, 

from Charleville to Longreach, and 

Hudson Fysh, from Longreach to 

Cloncurry. 

It took just over two days and became a 

significant milestone for both companies 

and a defining moment in Australian 

aviation. 

Hudson Fysh would be the company chairman until 1966 and saw his tiny outback airline grow 

to become an Australian icon. 

Mr Fysh's grandson Alastair was on board to retrace the flight first taken by his grandfather 

100 years ago. 

         Qantas was the brainchild of Hudson Fysh and World War I flying ace Paul Joseph McGinness. 

"They were then in Queensland after the war and going on a Model T Ford from Longreach to 

Darwin and they said it'd be much easier to fly this - we should start an airline," Mr Fysh said. 

"And that's how it started on that long, boring drive ... and went from little biplane to a jet 

engine." 

Qantas founders inaugurated the airline as a company in November 1920 and spent two years 

preparing for scheduled services by flying joyriders, raising funds, sourcing aircraft and 

planning the first air route. 

Qantas Domestic and International chief executive officer Andrew David said the inaugural 

flight was a significant milestone. 

"One hundred years ago to this very day, Qantas had its first commercial flight from Charleville 

to Cloncurry - one passenger and 106 letters," he said. 

"Today we're carrying 100,000 passengers every day and 1000 tons of freight, so that's been 

some journey over 100 years." 

The flight also marked the day the airline won the national airmail contract from the 

Postmaster General's Department - today known as Australia Post. 
 

                                        

 
  

The QANTAS FK8 aircraft, the first mail & passenger flight in Longreach, Nov 1922 

                             Photos from Experience Winton FB Page 
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                                                       ROYAL FLYING DOCTORS SERVICE 
     Article from Royal Flying Doctor Service 
 

The Royal Flying Doctor Service (Queensland Section) celebrates its proud history with Qantas, 
as the commercial airline celebrates 100 years of passenger flying.  

The Flying Doctor has a longstanding history with Qantas – having chartered the first ever 
RFDS flight in 1928 between 
Cloncurry and Julia Creek. 

 

In the first year alone, 225 
emergency aeromedical 
retrievals took place, inspiring a 
dedication to providing critical 
health services to the furthest 
corners.  

https://www.flyingdoctor.org.au/qld/news/qantas-set-celebrate-100-years-first-mail-flight/
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             HISTORY ON THIS DAY 4TH NOVEMBER 
  From www.historyplace.com 

November 4, 1922 - King Tut's tomb was discovered at Luxor, Egypt, by British archaeologist 
Howard Carter after several years of searching. The child-King Tutankhamen became pharaoh 
at age nine and died around 1352 B.C. at age 19. The tomb was found mostly intact, 
containing numerous priceless items now exhibited in Egypt's National Museum in Cairo. 

November 4, 1842 - Abraham Lincoln married Mary Todd in Springfield, Illinois. 

November 4, 1862 - Richard Gatling patented his first rapid-fire machine-gun which used 
revolving barrels rotating around a central mechanism to load, fire, and extract the cartridges. 

November 4, 1890 - The first electrified underground railway system was officially opened in 
London. 

November 4, 1942 - During World War II, British troops led by Bernard Montgomery defeated 
the Germans under Erwin Rommel at El Alamein after a twelve-day battle. 

November 4, 1956 - Soviet Russian troops moved in to crush an uprising in Hungary. 

November 4, 1979 - About 500 young Iranian militants stormed the U.S. Embassy in Teheran, 
Iran, and took 90 hostages, including 52 Americans that they held captive for 444 days. 

Information from nationalgeographic.org 
On November 4, 1922, a team headed by British Egyptologist Howard Carter began excavating 
the tomb of Tutankhamun in the Valley of the Kings, Egypt. Tutankhamun, nicknamed King 
Tut, was an Egyptian pharaoh who ruled from 1333 BCE (when he was just nine years old) until 
his death in 1323 BCE. After he died, Tutankhamun was mummified, 
according to tradition, and buried in a tomb filled with artwork, 
jewellery, and treasures. Shifting desert sands quickly hid the tomb, and 
it lay mostly hidden for more than 3,000 years. On November 4, Carter's 
team found the first step of a staircase. The next day, his team exposed 
the whole staircase, and by the end of November, an antechamber, a 
treasury, and the door to the tomb itself were uncovered. After making 
a tiny breach in the door, Carter saw a room filled with gold treasures on 
November 26. But it wasn't until much later that 
the sarcophagus containing Tutankhamen’s mummy was revealed. 

 

https://www.historyplace.com/lincoln/index.html
https://www.historyplace.com/worldwar2/defeat/defeat-desert.htm
https://www.historyplace.com/worldwar2/defeat/defeat-desert.htm
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Advertising Submissions 
All advertisers require a credit account with the Winton Business & Tourism Association, if you 

are a new advertiser, please email wbta.treasurer@gmail.com for an account application 

form. Advertisements should be emailed to the Editor at wintonheraldeditor@gmail.com with 

the following details: 

• Size of ad placement 

• Date the ad is to be run and if the same ad repeats 

Ad should be attached as a PDF or JPG 

• Ad Rates                                       Bank Details 
• Quarter Page   $ 16.50                                         Name: WBTA 

Half Page   $ 27.50                                         BSB: 034-228 
Full Page   $ 55.00                                         Account: 106-325 
AGM Notice   $   5.00                                         Please quote invoice number as payment  
Births, Deaths, Marriages $   5.00                                         reference. This assists with the timely  
Back Page Sponsor (1/12Pg) $110.00/YR                                  allocation of your payment to your                  

                                                                                                        account  
 
 

SUDUKO 
 

           

Using logic and reasoning you must 
fill the remaining empty cells in 
each of the 12 puzzles with a digit 
from 1 to 9, such that each digit 
from 1 to 9 appears: 
✓ exactly once on each row 
✓ exactly once in each column 
✓ exactly once in each of the 

nine delineated 3x3 squares. 

Last week’s solution: 
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