
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Issue 21 | Edition 33 “Winton’s News for Winton” 2 September 2022 

Editor Email: wintonheraldeditor@gmail.com RRP $2.00 

                   WINTON RUMBLES WITH CARS AND PEOPLE 
 Article by Bash Supporter. Some photos from Variety Facebook page. 

The weekend of the 28th & 29th August had the 
town of Winton full with over 100 Variety Bash 
cars and nearly 450 ‘Bashers’ who bought their 
creative cars for the start of the 2022 Variety 
Bash. 
The Sunday was for the Registration and 
Scrutineering of the cars to make sure all of the 
paperwork and engines were up to scratch. 

The day also bought a visit of the ‘Sickemrex’ car which was a relevant addition in the town of 
Winton with DINOSAURS on the roof and 2 awesome sounding siren roars and the Jurassic 
Park theme song. The amazing crew from this car paid a visit to a local lad that is Dinosaur 
mad and actually moved to Winton for the dinosaurs. 
Jasper was surprised when the roars of car 165 came 
driving up his driveway armed with some dinosaurs 
for his front yard collection and a T-shirt to add to his 
wardrobe. They had heard that his love of dinosaurs 
had led him out here and he is following his dream 
doing work experience and prepping up at the 
Museum. A HUGE thank you to the crew for making 
Jaspers Day and to all of the other cars and crew, a 
HUGE thank you from the town and all of the kids 
they have helped over the time.  
Sunday night was dinner at the Eric Lenton Memorial Grounds where a beautiful feed was 
supplied by the Winton Bowls Club to feed the hungry group. The night was also the 
opportunity for the Bashers to meet three of the families in Winton that they have helped to 
provide assistance to the kids. All three families are very grateful for the help to give their kids 
a helping hand to achieve the greatness that they deserve. Rain on the Sunday night only 
dampened the ground not the spirits of all that were there. Once the storm passed, the night 
continued with music and the Bashers fitting in a final beer and chat with their fellow drivers 
before they set off on Monday morning from Elderslie Street. 

The Winton Herald is a volunteer-produced newssheet for Winton Business & Tourism Association facilitating and supporting 
business, tourism, and community of Winton Shire since 1967. 

For a full colour version please head to: www.winton.qld.gov.au/community/winton-herald 
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What’s On? 
Date Event Information 

3rd-9th Sept Child Protection Week  

Sat 3rd Sept Father’s Day Photo Hunt 3.00pm-5.00pm Eric Lenton 

Thurs 8th Sept WDHS & Museum Inc Meeting 5.30pm 

Fri 9th Sept MLA BeefUp Forum 8.30am-5.00pm Shire Hall 

Fri 9th Sept White Balloon Morning Tea 9.30am Neighbourhood Centre 

Sun 11th Sept QBOA Community Meeting 11.00am Opalton Bush Park 

Tues 13th Sept 60’s & Better Meeting 9.30am Club Rooms 

Wed 14th Sept Junior Bush Poetry Competition Winton Shire Hall 

Mon 19th Sept WBTA Monthly Meeting 5.30pm Neighbourhood Centre 

23rd-25th Sept Outback Festival  Anniversary Event 

Sat 24th Sept QBOA Festival  

 
Help keep us up to date! 

Please submit your events, with location and time to 

wintonheraldeditor@gmail.com 

The WBTA hopes to have your event in our calendar at least two 

weeks prior to its occurrence to give those living out of town a chance 

to attend. In the past, many have commented that they did not know 

an event was on until it was too late - we are hoping to change that! 

Editorial Submissions 
The Winton Herald currently does not have a local journalist and as such we rely on 

community members to submit articles for publication. If you have recently been involved in 

running an event, please send a short article and a photo or two to the Editor at 

wintonheraldeditor@gmail.com for inclusion in the next available issue. Please note 

submission deadline of 8pm Monday for all articles and photos. Articles may be edited for 

length or consistency. 
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Cont’ from front page. 

The following morning saw Helen and her crew 
up at 3am to provide breakfast for the Bashers 
so they all had a full belly before they left on the 
adventure of a lifetime. I know that these 
amazing people cooked over 30 dozen eggs (yes 
30) and countless bacon for everybody. What an 
effort and all of the volunteers over the 
weekend need a good pat on the back. 
Monday morning, the cars were lined up 
sometimes 4 abreast along the street and as 
each car took its turn to leave, the town of Winton turned out to show our appreciation and 
cheered them on their journey. 

Their first stop for the night was Kynuna, but to get there they had to take the long way 
around. Over dirt roads, through cattle stations and after the storm and rain, through creeks 
that were flowing with water (and MUD). The mud made the trip that bit more exciting and 
added a new ‘brown’ colour to the cars.                                                                                             
For some great videos and photos go to  https://www.facebook.com/VarietyQLD/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THE FOLLOWING IS FROM THE VARIETY FACEBOOK PAGE 

What an amazing morning 
at the Variety Bash 2022 
start line in Winton.  
The Bashers were waved 
off this morning by Jasper, 
our official flag bearer. 
Jasper lives with autism 
and did not speak until he 
was 6 years old.  
He has a passion for dinosaurs and moved to Winton with his 
family to pursue that passion further. 
Thanks to your donations Jasper was granted a VR headset to 
help him learn and pursue his love for Dinos further.  
Thank you for all you do to support kids like Jasper.    

about:blank


THE WINTON HERALD EDITORIALS 

THE WINTON HERALD Page | 4 

 

 

          HISTORY OF THE VARIETY CHILDRENS CHARITY 
Information from the Variety Webpage 

The year was 1927, the town was Pittsburgh, USA, and the 11 theatre owners and showmen 
were part of a social group, calling themselves the Variety Club. They heard whimpering from 
the auditorium of the Sheridan Square Theatre. When they investigated, they discovered a 
one-month-old baby girl to whom her mother had pinned a desperate note: 

“Please take care of my baby. Her name is Catherine. I can no longer take care of her. I have 
eight others. My husband is out of work. She was born on Thanksgiving Day. I have always 
heard of the goodness of show business people and pray to God that you will look after her. 
Signed, 
A heartbroken mother” 

When all efforts by the police and local newspapers failed to locate the parents, the club 
members decided that they would act as 11 “Godfathers” and underwrite Catherine’s support 
and education. 
Moved by this extraordinary event, these eleven warm hearted men immediately took 
Catherine into their lives, naming her Catherine Variety Sheridan. Informally adopting her, 
they raised her alongside of their own families and got to work raising funds to support her 
upbringing and education.  
Being from the entertainment world they did what they knew best, put on a rip-roaring event! 
The men transformed the William Penn Ballroom into a massive circus tent, the legacy of 
which lives on today, with Variety offices called tents and staff and board being named after 
circus terms such as the Chief Barker (or Chairman). 
The event was so successful and raised so much money that the group decided to help other 
local children in orphanages or living in poverty. 
AND THE VARIETY CHILDRENS CHARITY WAS BORN. 
 
1975 VARIETY WAS FOUNDED IN SYDNEY.  
This tradition continued and in 1975, the first Variety tent opened in Australia with Paul Hogan 
at its helm. 
 
1984-1985 
Dick Smith invites his mates for a “Drive in the Bush’ to raise funds for Variety. 
The Variety Bash was born and quickly became a successful charity event. 
 
IN 2014 VARIETY CELEBRATED 30 YEARS OF 
FUNDRAISING. 
By 2014 over $200 million dollars has been raised to 
support our kids and to help them have a better life. 
 
FOR THE 2022 BASH  
Fundraising for this years Bash has reached 
$1,187,259. An amazing effort from all of the cars that are entered for this year. 
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                                                                  A LONG DRIVE FOR DROUGHT 
Article and photos by Supporter. 

Monday afternoon again saw Winton filled with old 
school cars.  
The Long Drive for Drought bought the 40 series 
Landcruisers through Winton on their fundraising 
drive for the farmers.  
Another awesome group of people helping others in 
the time of need and hardship.  
The last few days really shows the compassion of 
people towards others who are doing it tough.  
 

The group was presented with a show from 
Wintons own CrackUp Sisters who delighted the 
kids and adults alike.  
The rain just held off long enough for Winton 
State School and St Patricks to give a generous 
donation to the fundraising efforts of the 
Landcruisers. 
We hope to see them again on their way back 
from their travels through our outback. 
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Advertising Submissions 
All advertisers require a credit account with the Winton Business & Tourism Association, if you 

are a new advertiser, please email wbta.treasurer@gmail.com for an account application 

form. Advertisements should be emailed to the Editor at wintonheraldeditor@gmail.com with 

the    following details: 

• Size of ad placement 

• Date the ad is to be run and if the same ad repeats 

Ad should be attached as a PDF or JPG 

• Ad Rates                                       Bank Details 
• Quarter Page   $ 16.50                                         Name: WBTA 

Half Page   $ 27.50                                         BSB: 034-228 
Full Page   $ 55.00                                         Account: 106-325 
AGM Notice   $   5.00                                         Please quote invoice number as payment  
Births, Deaths, Marriages $   5.00                                         reference. This assists with the timely  
Back Page Sponsor (1/12Pg) $110.00/YR                                  allocation of your payment to your                  

                                                                                                        account  
 
 

SUDUKO 
 

           

Using logic and reasoning you must 
fill the remaining empty cells in 
each of the 12 puzzles with a digit 
from 1 to 9, such that each digit 
from 1 to 9 appears: 
✓ exactly once on each row 
✓ exactly once in each column 
✓ exactly once in each of the 

nine delineated 3x3 squares. 

Last week’s solution: 
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