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WINTON – there at the beginning of QANTAS 
When QANTAS was formed as a Queensland company on 16th November 1920, Winton was 
recorded as the Registered Office. When QANTAS held its first meeting of the Board of 
Directors, it was held at the Winton Club. When QANTAS first approached a bank, it was the 
Bank of New South Wales in Winton. 

Winton recently celebrated the 100th Anniversary of that first QANTAS board meeting (and the 
solid support shown by Winton residents), on Wednesday 10th February, at the Winton Club – 
still standing.  The celebrations included the launch of the new book, WINTON AND THE 
QANTAS STORY. 

This 117-page book was written to help commemorate the Centenary of that first QANTAS 
Board meeting, held at the Winton Club on Wednesday 10th February 1921. 

Story Continued Page 4  

 



THE WINTON HERALD 
 

THE WINTON HERALD   Page | 2 

 Winton Business & 
Tourism Association 
President:   Hylton Ward  

Vice President:  Jeff Close 

Secretary:   Vicki Jones 

Treasurer:   Kate Cremin-Rose 

Editor:   Position Vacant 

Publication Purpose 
The Winton Herald is a not-for-profit 
publication produced by volunteers of the 
Winton Business & Tourism Association. 

All our volunteers who assist in production 
of this weekly publication have 
commitments to full-time employment and 
their families outside of their volunteer 
responsibilities to The Winton Herald.

Editorial Submissions 
The Winton Herald currently does not have a local journalist/editor and as such we are relying 
on community members to submit articles for publication. If you have recently been involved 
in running an event, please send a short article and a photo or two to the Editor at 
wintonheraldeditor@gmail.com for inclusion in the next available issue. Please note 
submission deadline of 8pm Monday for all articles and photos. Articles may be edited for 
length or consistency. 

Advertising Submissions 
Advertising helps to cover our costs of production and ensure that we can continue providing 
a free weekly publication. All advertisers require a credit account with the Winton Business & 
Tourism Association, if you are a new advertiser please email coordinator.wbta@gmail.com 
for an account application form. 

Advertisements should be emailed to the Editor at wintonheraldeditor@gmail.com with the 
following details: 

• Size of ad placement 
• Date the ad is to be run and if the same ad repeats 
• Ad should be attached as a PDF or JPG 

Ad Rates 
Quarter Page   $  16.50 
Half Page    $  27.50 
Full Page    $  55.00 
AGM Notice    $    5.00 
Births, Deaths, Marriages  $    5.00 
Back Page Sponsor (1/12Pg) $110.00/YR 

Bank Details 
Name: WBTA 
BSB:  034-228 
ACC:  106-325

mailto:wintonheraldeditor@gmail.com
mailto:coordinator.wbta@gmail.com
mailto:wintonheraldeditor@gmail.com
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 What’s On? 
Date Event Information 

Thu 4th Mar Australian Government Mobile 
Service Centre 

Swimming Pool, Elderslie Street, 
10:30am – 4:00pm 

Fri 5th Mar Australian Government Mobile 
Service Centre 

Swimming Pool, Elderslie Street, 
9:00am – 4:00pm 

Sat 6th Mar International Women’s Day Bollywood-themed event starting at 
4pm. Tickets available at the Winton 
Neighbourhood Centre 

Tue 11th Mar Winton District Historical Society & 
Museum Inc. AGM 

5pm in the Reading Room at the 
Waltzing Matilda Centre. 

Sat 13th Mar 2021 John Villiers Outback Art 
Prize Awards and Major Opening 

6:00pm – 8:00pm Outback Regional 
Gallery. Cash Bar. Raffles. No RSVP. 
All Welcome 

Sat 13th Mar Corfield & Fitzmauroce AGM Corfield & Fitzmaurice Historic Building 

Mon 15th Mar Winton Business & Tourism 
Association AGM 

Board Room Neighbourhood Centre 
5.30pm 

Thu 18th Mar Winton Shire Council Meeting  

Fri 19th Mar National Drought and Flood 
Agency and Rotary Australia 
Community Outreach 

Winton Shire Council Hall 

Sat 27th Mar North Gregory Turf Club Races  

 

The Calendar is Back! 
Please submit your events, with location and time to 

wintonheraldeditor@gmail.com 

The WBTA hopes to have your event in our calendar at least two 
weeks prior to its occurrence to give those living out of town a chance 
to attend. In the past, many have commented that they did not know 
an event was on until it was too late - we are hoping to change that!

mailto:wintonheraldeditor@gmail.com
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Continued from Page 1 
 
It takes the form of a self-drive around Winton, visiting sites of significance in the formation of 
QANTAS. Couple this with local QANTAS stories, historical photographs, maps, clippings from 
the newspapers of the day and background to one of the keys to the successful formation of 
QANTAS, (Winton’s McMaster family), and you will see why Sir Hudson Fysh, one of the 
QANTAS Founders, wrote: “The idea of QANTAS was conceived in Cloncurry, born in Winton 
and grew up in Longreach.” Another real OUTBACK Queensland success story. 

The book was officially launched by the Mayor of Winton, Gavin Baskett.  

On the evening of Wednesday 10th February, at the Winton Club, a ‘radio play’ recreating the 
first QANTAS Board meeting, 100 years ago to the day was performed. This play was 
performed in honour of all those Winton aviation pioneers of 100 years ago who contributed 
money for shares, legal advice, secretarial services, landing strips, business through joy rides 
and charters, hangar space for the aeroplanes and piloting skills brought home from World 
War I. 

All ticket sale monies were donated to Jessamine Place, helping to keep today’s pioneers at 
home in Winton. A presentation by Jessamine Place formed part of the evening.  

FOR INFORMATION or interviews please contact Jeff Close on 0458 532 677 or 
email closeandmoller@gmail.com 

 

 

mailto:closeandmoller@gmail.com
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 Winton District Historical Society and Museum 
Sponsor Highlight 

When was the last time you visited the Waltzing Matilda Centre and Qantilda Museum out the 
back?  
 
Who are we? 
Did you know the Winton District Historical Society and Museum has been operating since 1972? It 
aims to collect, conserve and display Winton’s local history. The Society is run by a small dedicated 
group of volunteers that come from many walks of life (and ages), but are all brought together by the 
same common interest - preserving Winton’s history.  
 
What is it we do? 
Over the last few years, the Historical Society has undertaken several projects, these include: 

• After the 2015 fire which destroyed the first Waltzing Matilda Centre, the Society opened the 
Qantilda Museum displays to the public in 2016 & 2017, with volunteers welcoming over 
13,500 visitors from across Australia.  

• Revamping displays through modern interpretive signage  
• Installing air-conditioning for a better visitor experience 
• Scanning, digitising, and cataloguing old photographs in the collection 
• Assisting research enquiries, especially related to family history 
• Researching and curating exhibitions- “More than a Name” & “Poet, Horseman, Soldier”. 

 
About our Members 
Volunteers are able to develop skills in museum writing, curatorial displays, exploring interesting 
artefacts, archiving, researching historical sources and most importantly having a ‘yarn’ reminiscing 
of times gone by. We asked some of our volunteers what their favourite item in the Historical 
Society’s collections was and why?  
Lorraine – “I don’t really have a favourite because the response we get from visitors and the 
questions they ask, really points to the interest generated by the whole collection.” 
Kim – “One of my favourite pieces in the collection is the iron lung. Its sheer size captures the 
attention of visitors. How it worked and why it was necessary in Winton during the early 1900s is truly 
fascinating.” 
Nea & Toby – “We like the steel framed tennis racquets strung with piano wire and used at 
Rangelands in the 1920's. To this day they have never warped. Also the tyre upsetter, which we’ve 
never seen used, but all wagons would have used this article.” 
Geraldine – “My special display is the superbly restored mural of the 1958 World Rodeo 
Championships in Winton. Originally in the North Gregory Hotel’s old bar, it represents a vibrant time 
in Winton, with the town bursting with spectators, competitors, horses, cattle, fun, laughter and 
fights.” 
John & Elinor – “Our choices are the Jeffery Quad WW1 Ambulance which became a Werna station 
vehicle, and the old Winton telephone exchange, used until 1984.” 
Almost 50 years since the Historical Society began, we are always seeking new members to 
contribute fresh perspective, new ideas and to continue the hard-working Winton ethos. Be sure to 
spend some time at the Waltzing Matilda Centre (remember, it’s free for locals) and explore Winton’s 
history - our history. 
The Winton District Historical Society meets on 2nd Thursday of the month at 5pm in the Banjo 
Paterson Reading Room @ Waltzing Matilda Centre (next meeting 11th March). 

We would love to see you there. 
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Winton Pharmacy 

Permanent part time position 

30hrs/week (hours negotiable) 

Application closes: 5 pm Monday 8th  March 2021 

An exciting opportunity exists for the right applicant to become part of the 
team at one of Winton’s longest standing community businesses. 

Key criteria: 

• Able to maintain privacy and confidentiality 
• Good proven customer relations skills 
• Must have basic computer skills 

Previous pharmacy experience desirable but not essential as training will be 
provided for the successful applicant.  

Resumes can be hand delivered or mailed to Kieran Ludwick at the Winton 
Pharmacy. 

Ph: 4657 1340 

Mail: Po Box 287, Winton, QLD, 4735 

 

WINTON DISTRICT HISTORICAL 

SOCIETY & MUSEUM INC. 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
followed by a General Meeting. 

Thursday 11th March at 5pm In Banjo Paterson 
Reading Room @ the Waltzing Matilda Centre. 

All members and people interested  
in Winton’s history welcome. 

 
Need more info? 
Contact: 
Pres: Bruce Collins     0427 573053 
Sec: Lorraine Murphy 0488 124295 
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