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        BUILDING A DYNAMIC DESTINATION   Part 2 
Article by David Elliott          AUSTRALIAN AGE OF DINOSAURS      Photos by Naomi Miles 

 The March of the Titanosaurs exhibition 
The tracksite was first discovered on Karoola Station by property owner Mike Elliott in 2000 
when floodwaters changed the course of 
Snake Creek. While Mike recognised 
several small footprints, he didn’t initially 
recognise the large impressions as 
sauropod footprints. But, as the Museum 
excavation commenced in 2018, Mike 
reasoned that “…because of the sauropod 
bones that had been found in the region, 
these were likely their tracks.” 
The tracksite was professionally surveyed 
prior to its relocation. The survey data was 
used to build a compacted gravel pad at 
Dinosaur Canyon to the exact specifications and orientation of the original site and to replace 
the fossilised footprints exactly as they had been. Relocation of the tracksite began in earnest 
in September 2018 and continued for three years. The footprint layer, preserved as hard rock, 
was dismantled along existing cracks and moved in sections in a two- tonne trailer. As each 
section was removed at the site, it was loaded into the trailer and brought to the Museum 
where it was then refitted (in reverse) to the sections already in place. The tracksite depicts 

animals that were not threatened at the time, 
just strolling through the silt at a steady walking 
(or casual swimming or punting) pace. When 
the tracksite was covered with shallow water 
the traces left by crocodiles and turtles suggest 
that they were buoyed up in the water column 
but touching down on the silt to keep 
themselves moving. The sauropod trackways 
imply that they were social – living, or at least 
sometimes moving, in groups (possibly herds). 
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Winton Business & 
Tourism Association 
President:   Hylton Ward  

Vice President:  Jeff Close 

Secretary:   Vicki Jones 

Treasurer:   Kate Cremin-Rose 

Editor:   Jodie 

Publication Purpose 
The Winton Herald is a not-for-profit 

publication produced by volunteers of the 

Winton Business & Tourism Association. 

All our volunteers who assist in production 

of this weekly publication have 

commitments to full-time employment and 

their families outside of their volunteer 

responsibilities to The Winton Herald.

Editorial Submissions 
The Winton Herald currently does not have a local journalist/editor and as such we are relying 

on community members to submit articles for publication. If you have recently been involved 

in running an event, please send a short article and a photo or two to the Editor at 

wintonheraldeditor@gmail.com for inclusion in the next available issue. Please note 

submission deadline of 8pm Monday for all articles and photos. Articles may be edited for 

length or consistency. 

Advertising Submissions 
Advertising helps to cover our costs of production and ensure that we can continue providing 

a free weekly publication. All advertisers require a credit account with the Winton Business & 

Tourism Association, if you are a new advertiser please email coordinator.wbta@gmail.com 

for an account application form. 

Advertisements should be emailed to the Editor at wintonheraldeditor@gmail.com with the 

following details: 

• Size of ad placement 

• Date the ad is to be run and if the same ad repeats 

• Ad should be attached as a PDF or JPG 

Ad Rates 
Quarter Page   $ 16.50 

Half Page    $ 27.50 

Full Page    $ 55.00 

AGM Notice    $   5.00 

Births, Deaths, Marriages  $   5.00 

Back Page Sponsor (1/12Pg) $ 110.00/YR 

Bank Details 
Name: WBTA 

BSB:  034-228 

ACC:  106-325 

Please quote invoice 

number as payment 

reference

mailto:wintonheraldeditor@gmail.com
mailto:coordinator.wbta@gmail.com
mailto:wintonheraldeditor@gmail.com
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What’s On? 
Date Event Information 

Fri 21st May Movie “Wonder Woman” 7.30pm Royal Theatre 

Fri 21st May Festival of Outback Opera Outdoor 
Concert 

Australian Age of Dinosaurs 

Sat 22nd May Winton Show Ball  

Sun 23rd May Snake Safety Workshop 1.30-4.30pm Winton Shire Council 
Supper Room 

Sun 23rd May Movie John Wayne in “Riders of 
Destiny” 

7.30pm Royal Theatre 

Tue 25th May Nostalgia Night 7.30pm Royal Theatre 

Wed 26th May Movie “Paper Planes” 7.30pm Royal Theatre 

Fri 4th June Day one Winton Show  

Sat 5th June Patron’s Day Winton Show Gates open 8am 

Sun 6th June Last day Winton Show  

Thurs 10th 
June 

Winton District Historical Society 
monthly meeting 

5pm Banjo Patterson Reading Room 

Sat 12th June Winton Rumble Roadshow 10am-1pm Winton Skatepark 

Sun 13th June Winton Rumble Roadshow 10am-1pm Winton Skatepark 

 

Help keep us up to date! 
Please submit your events, with location and time to 

wintonheraldeditor@gmail.com 

The WBTA hopes to have your event in our calendar at least two 

weeks prior to its occurrence to give those living out of town a chance 

to attend. In the past, many have commented that they did not know 

an event was on until it was too late - we are hoping to change that!

mailto:wintonheraldeditor@gmail.com
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  Bronze dinosaur sculptures                                                                            continued from page 1 
The two life-sized bronze sauropods that guard the entrance to the March of the Titanosaurs 

exhibition are modelled on Diamantinasaurus 
Matildae. These sauropods are 17m and 10m 
long and were cast in bronze by Thai Metal 
Crafters in Thailand from 3D-printed model 
files created by palaeo-artist Travis Tischler. On 
the concrete entrance plinth to the March of 
the Titanosaurs exhibition, two small bronze 
ornithopods and several tiny coelurosaurs 
greet visitors as they walk into the building. 

  Gondwana Stars Observatory 
In 2019 The Jump-Up, the site of the Museum, 
was designated Australia’s first International 
Dark- Sky Sanctuary because of its 
extraordinarily clear and dark skies. The 
Gondwana Stars Observatory is a raised open-
topped building that will encourage visitors to 
participate in evening tourism experiences, 
particularly during the summer season, to see 
the spectacular night sky. The observatory is 
made of concrete tilt panels, rendered to 
resemble a huge meteorite in a crater. Its 
concrete viewing deck includes concrete seating, large telescopes and a storage room. 

  Conclusion 
As part of today’s celebration, the Honourable Stirling Hinchliffe MP officially opened the   
project with other key supporters and contributors. “The reality is the discoveries and the 
story represented here, have made a world-famous attraction. It is a testament to David and 
his family’s passion. The Palaszczuk government has been very pleased to invest $4.9 million 
to support the development of the Dynamic Destination project.” 
“We have been able to see a lot more value delivered in that $4.9 million that you might see 

on any number of other given projects because of the 
passion, commitment and the personal hands-on 
work that David and his family have done,” said Mr 
Hinchliffe. “The construction supported 16 jobs and 
six ongoing jobs, once it is fully operational. This is a 
great contribution to our recovery in this part of 
Queensland,” he added. Around 300 people from 
across the region and interstate attended the official 
opening events and to be the first visitors through the 

new attractions. Mr Hinchliffe concluded, “As Tourism Minister it is a very proud moment to 
be part of opening a world-class museum here in Winton. Winton is the place to be.” 
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          OUTBACK JUNIOR CARNIVAL 
Photostory by Rebecca Remfrey 

On 15th and 16th May, Arthur Beetson Qld Outback 

Junior Carnival was held in Cloncurry with U14 & U16 

boys and U14 & U17 girls teams from both Southern and 

Northern Teams competed against each other for much 

coveted selection into the Qld Outback team to compete 

in City v Country in Coolum in June. Southern teams were 

selected from Winton all the way south to Cunnamulla 

and everywhere in between. Northern were from 

Cloncurry/Mt Isa and the gulf communities. Kelly Remfrey 

represented Winton and the Central West on the 

Southern U16 boys team. Southern versed Northern 

twice on Saturday to show their skills and abilities to the 

selectors. While Northern came away with the win in 

both games, the Southern boys made sure they were not easy wins. Presentations of the 

selected teams were held at the Cloncurry Shire Hall, with the likes of Matt Scott present. 

Kelly was fortunate enough to be named alongside 4 other Central West and Southern Boys 

on the night. They will join a selection of Northern Boys to become team members on the 

2021 QLD Outback U16 Boys Representative Team.                         Good luck to all. 

 WINTON STATE SCHOOL BOYS MAKE IT TO STATE CHAMPIONSHIPS 
  Photostory by Archit Bele, Youth Sport and Recreation Officer for Winton Shire Council 

It is great to see young people achieving but it is also wonderful 

that we are taking the time to acknowledge them – it shows that 

anyone can achieve, anywhere, with just the power of belief and 

support. Just like these two boys from Winton State School, 

Kelly Remfrey and Gabriel Hasted have been selected in the 

North-Western Regional Team to play for the State 

Championship later 

this month. For which 

two successful grant applications for financial 

assistance had been written on the behalf 

of Winton Shire Council. Along with this, a support 

application was written to a leading sports brand for 

which they have also been awarded a pair of Nike 

Football boots, presented to them by Mayor Gavin 

Basket and the Director of Community and 

Economic Development Jessica Greenaway. 

https://www.linkedin.com/company/winton-shire-council/
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                                        FULL HOUSE FOR DUSTY 
Photostory by Jeff Close

A sit down 2 course meal and a show. That was 

what was on offer at the Shire Hall recently when 

visiting artist Sharon Rowntree presented her one 

woman show DUSTY AND THE DIVAS. And what a 

programme. Sharon performed many of the hits 

of Dusty Springfield, Cilla Black, Lulu, Connie 

Francis, Sandy Shaw and Petula Clarke. The best 

singing along was for the Dolly Parton segment, 

and Nancy Sinatra’s BOOTS was a sight and sound 

spectacular. The costumes were dazzling, (as 

were the wigs). The music of the 60’s and 70’s 

was a great opportunity for audience 

participation – and Sharon was accomplished. 

The FULL HOUSE sign went up and there was an 

overflow audience in the gallery.  

                  TO NORMA – WITH THANKS 
Photostory by Jeff Close 

At a ‘THANK YOU’ function for retiring Corfield and 

Fitzmaurice Treasurer Norma Parker, Association 

President Nookie Durack made a presentation at 

the conclusion of the monthly meeting and before 

the doors opened for trade on another busy 

Saturday. Relying completely on volunteers, 

Norma had been a vital part of a team which has 

made good use of one of the oldest buildings in 

Winton. 

Norma started as a volunteer in 2006 and a couple 

of years later was asked to be Treasurer, taking 

over from Judy Sale. There was a computer in 

those days, with the EFTPOS being introduced in 

2019 and the banking being undertaken, Norma  

has seen a few changes over the years. Much more local product is on offer and sales have 

increased significantly. Norma recounted how she had started work in Gillespie Motors in 

1961. “The best part of the volunteering has been when former Winton residents come back 

and often call in to Corfields for a chat.” Norma wished new Treasurer Betty Coupe all the 

best, and was hoping to come back and do the occasional day at the shop.  
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QANTAS’ EARLIEST LIVING PASSENGER? 
Photostory by Jeff Close

When QANTAS CEO Allan Joyce and the QANTAS board visited Winton recently as part of the 

Winton – Birthplace of QANTAS celebrations, they were particularly interested in our claim 

that Winton identity John East was their earliest 

living passenger. John flew QANTAS when the 

company was only 20 years old. This is how it 

came about. John was born in 1930 and had 

family in Charleville. He was sent to board at the 

hostel there. Separate boys and girls hostels 

accommodated children from the west. “Because 

of the War and our financial situation, I couldn’t 

go home during that whole year. At the end of 

the school year, I was booked on a QANTAS flight 

– Charleville to Winton. My Aunty, from the Wade Family, took me out to the Charleville 

Aerodrome. I had a cough at the time. The Pilot told Aunty that I couldn’t fly because I was ill. 

Aunty explained that I hadn’t seen my parents for a year and tears came to my eyes. The pilot 

relented, and said he would take me and would fly low and get me home. I didn’t cough once 

on the trip home! I think it was 1940. We landed in “Muddy’s Paddock”. There was a tin shed 

there and no more. My Parents picked me up in a car and we drove to Cambeela – a property 

sold by the family in 1945. We still had Wyrallah property. I was at Charleville in 1940 and 

1941. We took off from the old strip in January 1941 to return to Charleville.” 

From the book QANTAS and the Winton Story available at the Matilda Centre and at Corfield 

and Fitzmaurice. 

                WINTON DIAMANTINA DEVILS 
Photostory by Captain/Coach Justin Smith 

Last Saturday 15/5/21 the Winton Diamantina Devils hit the road to take on the Barcaldine 
Sandgoannas. Even though Winton were down on numbers and experience, the young Devils 
still started well and held their own throughout patches of the game before fatigue finally set 
in and the much more experienced Sandgoannas started finding holes in the Devils defence. 
The Barcaldine Sandgoannas ran out winners over the Winton Diamantina Devils 56 to 6. The 
score line doesn’t reflect some of the quality efforts performed by some of the young 

Diamantina Devils. Congratulations to 
Kaillem Paterson in scoring his first try in 
A-Grade football. The North Gregory 
Hotel Man of the Match was fullback and 
Vice-Captain Kelland Eliott. This weekend 
the Devils are off to Ilfracombe to face 
The Longreach/Ilfracombe Tigers.  

      John and Elinor East at home in Winton 
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Kids Colouring Page 
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SUDUKO 

 

Using logic and reasoning you must 
fill the remaining empty cells in each 
of the 12 puzzles with a digit from 1 
to 9, such that each digit from 1 to 9 
appears: 

✓ exactly once on each row  
✓ exactly once in each column  
✓ exactly once in each of the 

nine delineated 3x3 squares. 
 

Last week’s solution: 
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