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Neighbouring councils put aside

football rivalry in major tourism

push

Longreach Regional Council and
Winton Shire Council are
partnering in a major destination
marketing campaign aimed at
promoting the two regions to city
audiences.

The cross-media campaign will
feature television commercials
aired in metro markets including
Brisbane and Sydney, as well as
major regional coastal centres. It
will be supported by targeted
social media and a new destination
website,
experiencelongreachandwinton.co
m.au.

The two councils signed a
Memorandum of Understanding
last year to cooperate on Tourism,
leading to the development of the
Longreach and Winton Sub-
Region Tourism Activation Plan
2019 — 2024. The initiative aims to
capitalise on over $50M worth of
State and Federal funding invested
in new Tourism product between
the two communities in recent
years. There is also a focus on
promoting the two regions as a
year-round destination.

Longreach Mayor Tony Rayner
said the two communities share a
common interest in Tourism.

“Between the two of us we have
the biggest attractions in Outback
Queensland, but we also have the
most product, including a lot of
mature wholesale product that's
already built around visiting
Longreach and Winton together.”

Winton Mayor Gavin Baskett, who
is an experienced rugby league
referee, said despite a fierce
football rivalry there are more
things that unite the towns than the
things that divide them.

“The Tourism industry in our two
regions is more developed than in
other places, so it makes sense for
us to work together. But we've also
got this shared history with strong
links to Australia’s bush heritage.
You can see that in our big
attractions like the Waltzing
Matilda Centre and the Australia
Stockman’s Hall of Fame.”

Both towns also feature in the
history of Qantas, with the Qantas
Founders Museum in Longreach
launching major upgrades recently.
Mayor Rayner said both
communities are proud of their
connections to the Qantas story.

“Yeah, they never let us forget that
Winton was the where the
company was formed before
relocating to Longreach” he said
with a wry smile. “But that’s just
the point — you have this incredibly
remote part of the world that those
founders decided could be linked
by an air service.

“We may still be remote, but we're
not isolated, and it's never been
easier to get here — which is what
this new campaign is all about.”

Mayor Baskett agrees.

“We want everyone to
experience what we
have out here - our dark
skies, our ancient

landscapes, our way of
life, and our rich history.”
Mayor Baskett.

“We want everyone to experience
what we have out here — our dark
skies, our ancient landscapes, our
way of life, and our rich history.”

He said the region’s historic
significance has taken on a new
dimension with the establishment
of the Australian Age of Dinosaurs
Museum.

“We've always been famous for
our history but now, thanks to the
Australian Age of Dinosaurs, we
can trace it back 145 million
years!”

The mayors said they hoped the
partnership would benefit the rest
of Outback Queensland too.

“Ultimately, we all want the same
thing for our region” said Mayor
Rayner. “I think by working
together, we'll actually make a
difference to the whole of Outback
Queensland — beyond just our two
towns.”

The cross-media campaign will go
to air this week and run through
July and August.

The Winton Herald is a Not-For-Profit organisation.
Please consider a gold coin donation when you pick up your latest copy.



http://www.winton.qld.gov.au/community/winton-herald
http://www.winton.qld.gov.au/community/winton-herald
http://experiencelongreachandwinton.com.au/
http://experiencelongreachandwinton.com.au/
http://experiencelongreachandwinton.com.au/
http://experiencelongreachandwinton.com.au/

Submission Information

PLEASE NOTE:
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Mind - Body - Spirit

More than just a school, join the Souls family
www.allsouls.qld.edu.au | 4787 1433 | enrolments@allsouls.qld.edu.au
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Winton Mayor Gavin Baskett joins Drought and flood Agency Advisory Board

Coordinator-General of the National
Drought and North Queensland Flood
Response and Recovery Agency, the
Hon Shane L Stone AC QC, has
welcomed Winton Mayor, Councillor
Gavin Baskett, to the Agency’s
Advisory Board.

Meeting this week in Canberra, the
Board continues to advise on ways the
Agency can best support regional and
rural Australians through challenges like
drought, COVID-19 and ongoing
recovery from the 2019 North
Queensland floods.

“Our boots-on-the-ground approach
continues to keep us in touch with
farmers and producers and their
communities across the nation,” Mr
Stone said. “Having community leaders
like Gavin on my Advisory Board is
another important way | can hear what
matters in the regions.”

To ensure a continued strong focus on
the ongoing recovery of North and
North-West Queensland following the
2019 flood event, the Board’s
membership includes representation
from a Mayor from one of the worst
affected shires.

Cr Baskett succeeds Cloncurry Mayor,
Greg Campbell, who has been a Board

member from the Agency’s foundation
and has been a strong advocate for
communities across the Gulf country
and beyond.

“Our plan has always been to rotate the
membership of local government
leaders from the region, so we continue
to get a diversity of advice and
expertise,” Mr Stone said.

“Greg’s contribution has been
outstanding and he will continue to be
a go-to source of information as out
staff and | visit the region to listen to the
communities about what’s working -
and what still needs doing - during their
years of recovery.”

Cr Baskett’s experience in Winton will
also be crucial to all aspects of the
Agency’s work.

“Winton has been belted by drought,
then the flood and now drought’s back
again. They also have the additional
pestilence of large grasshopper
numbers that ravage feed and
regrowth.

Add to that the local impacts of the
COVID-19 pandemic, and Gavin
Baskett will play a major role in keeping
us updated with conditions and how
we can best support regional

communities through the range of
challenges they face,” Mr Stone said.
The National Drought and Flood
Agency is built on a strategy of being
on the ground with its communities. Mr
Stone has covered many thousands of
kilometres with staff and Board
members, listening to producers, small
business owners and other community
members, to understand their needs
and how their ongoing recovery is best
supported.

In the month of June 2020, the
Agency’s Regional Recovery Officers
travelled almost 14,000 kilometres
throughout rural and regional Australia,
fulfilling the Agency’s commitment to
maintain a strong regional presence.
More information on the Agency’s
Advisory Board is available at https://
www.droughtandflood.gov.au/about/

our-advisory-board

Australian Government

National Drought and North Queensland
Flood Response and Recovery Agency
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Winton’s sunflower
competition a ‘Rae’ of
sunshine amidst
Covid-19

It was a seed that grew more than just sunflowers after it was
planted. The initiative to brighten Winton up during the self-isolation
of Covid-19 restrictions stemmed from Susan Eliott and the gang at
the Winton Neighbourhood Centre.

The community was encouraged to plant sunflower seeds by the first
week in April to enter in the competition. Participants hung signs on
their fences to indicate that they were invested in the comp which
finished up on the 30 June.

The competition was received well by the community with 109
participants getting in and getting their hands dirty. Some participants
played a little dirtier than others with one Melissa Doyle caught
yellow-handed trying to steal a sunflower from a dear friend to pass
off as her own. There was plenty of banter about more stealing,
poisoning and cutting down contestant flowers but all in all there was
only one major incident and it was dealt with swiftly and no blood and
bone was messed with in the end. Reports did surface however that
Winton’s very own Mayor tried to pass off a field of sunflowers as his
own backyard.

Young Rae Batey took cleaned up winning two from five categories
for the sunflowers with the longest petals and biggest centre. When
asked what her secret was Rae offered this bit of gardening advice:
“Fortune 500.”

Rae has also been growing lots of vegetables this year and received
some gardening supplies for her prizes. The Garden Club was
overwhelmed by the support of this initiative and glad to see that it
somehow managed to bring the community together and doing
productive things during isolation.

Winner of Category 1: ‘First to Flower’
Trish Sloan
Winner of Category 2: ‘Biggest Centre’
Rae Batey
Winner of Category 3: ‘Largest Petals’
Rae Batey
Winner of Category 4: ‘Best Display’
Amanda Sciascia
Winner of Category 5: ‘People’s Choice’
Stephanie Grant

Channel 9°'s TODAY SHOW

will be presenting their weather segments from
Winton’s main street next Wednesday morning!
Everyone is invited to come down to the broadcast
location in front of the Winton Library and the
Balamara Bakery from 6.30am.

Wednesday.
You might even get on the telly!

Presenter TIM DAVIES is looking forward to saying hello to the people of Winton from 6.30am on

Brings your signs, stand in the background and say hi to your friends all over Australia!
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A message from the Police

Winton Police have recently been required to take action
on a number of matters that could have easily been
avoided if contact details were up to date. Matters
involving weapons licensing and blue cards in particular
are sent to local police with very little ability to exercise
discretion and fines or court attendances can apply. If you
have any licences or authority that are issued from heavily
regulated departments such as these, please remember to
update your contact details and respond to any requests
within the required timeframes.

There has also been an increase in the number of traffic
crashes on isolated roads over the last couple of weeks,
which have resulted in significant injuries to those
involved. These have all been single vehicle and have
various causes including cattle strikes and driver error/
inexperience. This August is Rural Road Safety Month and
with increased traffic on the roads following the lifting of
travel restrictions, there is a push for additional hours to be
spent by local police on our road network. This is a
reminder to please drive to the conditions, obey the speed
limit and other road rules, and don't drink/drug drive.

Thank you.

VACANCY AVAILABLE

ADMINISTRATION OFFICER AO2
BOULIA PRIMARY HEALTH CENTRE AND WELL-BEING CENTRE
Closing date: 3 August Reference: CWo0G349010

We are looking for someone to provide administrative
assistance and support to the Director of Nursing of the
Boulia Primary Health Centre and Well-Being Centre.

For all enquiries please contact:

Beth Laffin

Business Manager, Winton Hospital and Multipurpose Health
Service

(07) 4657 2700

To apply, please visit www.smartjobs.qld.gov.au

VACANCY- Casual
OPERATIONAL SERVICES OFFICER

Winton Hospital and Multipurpose Health Service
REFERENCE: CW44-2020

We are looking for someone to clean all areas of the Hospital and associated facilities to
infection control standards, assist in the preparation and serving of meals, assist in
laundering and undertake waste disposal and management practices as required.

APPLICATIONS CLOSE FRIDAY, 31 JULY 2020

For all enquiries please contact:
Lisa Lenton
Rural Cook Supervisor

Winton Hospital & Multipurpose Health Service

(07) 4657 2700
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Should you be tested for

Coronavirus (COVID-19)?

Queensland has enhanced testing protocols to quickly identify
Coronavirus (COVID-19) cases within our community.

IF you have ONE or MORE of the following symptoms:

You may need to be tested.

Call 13HEALTH (13 43 25 84) for information and advice on next steps.
If you are advised to go to your local GP clinic or health facility

PLEASE PHONE AHEAD.
Monday to Friday in business hours: Outside business hours:
Respiratory Assessment Clinic Winton Hospital & MPHS
4657 2755 4657 2700

In an emergency, dial Triple Zero (000)
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JOB
AVAILABILITY

Winton, Qld.

construction white card.

We are looking for Water Truck

Drivers & Road Train drivers in

Must have relevant licences and

Please email Resume/Information

to mitchellearth@bigpond.com or

ring Sue on 0427118210

\ \(:3‘ =
¢ \\ff’ o
Founded 1917

The Cathedral School

TOWNSVILLE
MEET US IN WINTON

SATURDAY 18 JULY
8 - 12PM

OUTSIDE SEARLE’S STORE

TOUR OUR TOWNSVILLE
CAMPUS WITH OUR VIRTUAL
REALITY HEADSET!

ASK ABOUT OUR
BOARDING SCHOLARSHIPS

SCHOOL INFORMATION & GIVEAWAYS

cathedral.gld.edu.au

WANTED
With the help of the family of R R (Dick) Davidson I am putting
ogether a small book of what poems we can muster that were written
by Dick Davidson. Dick wrote under some other ‘names’ like
Diamantina Dick.
I have copies of these poems:

Let’s Go, Last Camp, The Ballad of Truthful Ted, The
Gravy Train, The Windmill Men, A Tribute, A Voice
from the Districts, A Tryin’ to Get A Quid, Dingoes

and Drongoes, On Rural Electricity, On Your Camel,

Saturdee, The Ghost of Saltbush Bill, The Navigator’s

Lament, Where Are Our Warriors Now?,
Riddle-me-ree, My Epitaph

If you have any others we would be most grateful for a
copy.

Hoping to launch in Winton in the near future.
Jeff Close closeandmoller@gmail.com
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BUY LOCAL GIFT CARDS

The Winton Cards for Community Micro
Grants Program provides small micro-grants
valued from $300 to $3,000 in "Buy Local" Gift
Cards for community projects that contribute to
Council's strategic objectives and provide
benefit and value to the community.
Applications are open to incorporated not for
profit community groups based in the Winton
Shire. Community groups may submit multiple
applications or auspice applications on behalf
of individuals or businesses. Projects
providing personal or commercial gain are not
eligible. All Projects will be assessed on
community benefit.

Application forms are now available on the
Winton Shire Council website.

Completed applications can be forwarded to
info@winton.gld.gov.au and  will be
assessed on receipt until all funds have been
exhausted. There is no closing date for
submissions. Granted funds will need to be
spent before the 15" of October 2020. For any
questions regarding the Winton Cards for
Community Micro Grants Program, please
contact the Winton Neighbourhood Centre on
4657 2666.

NOTICE OF CHANGE OF MEETING
DATE

In accordance with the provisions of Section
277 (4) of the Local Government regulation
2012, notice is hereby given of a change to the
scheduled Ordinary Meeting of Council in July
2020.

The July Ordinary Meeting of Council will now
be held in the Council Board Room 75 Vindex
Street, Winton on Friday 17" July 2020,
commencing at 8am.

WINTON SHIRE COUNCIL | COMMUNITY NOTICES

MICRO GRANTS PROGRAM- WINTON

CONCEPTUAL DESIGN MEETING FOR
WINTON SHOWGROUNDS

Winton Shire Council invites members of the
community to a Public Consultation to be held
on the 20" July at 6pm in the Winton Shire
Council Supper Room, where the conceptual
designs for the Winton Showgrounds will be
presented for public feedback. A digital copy
of the concept can be downloaded from our
website. Digital copies will be on display at the
Winton Shire Council Office, the Winton
Library and the Winton Neighbourhood
Centre.

The conceptual designs will be open to the
Winton public for feedback from 10th July to
7th August.”

WINTON SHIRE COMMUNITY
DIRECTORY

The Winton Shire Community Directory lists
community groups, services, and businesses.
If you would like your organisation listed in the
directory please provide your organisation’s
contact details, opening hours, and up to 15 dot
points explaining your product or service
(optional).  The Winton Shire Community
Directory will be updated annually. Updates
and new listing can be emailed to
info@winton.qgld.gov.au.

RICKI BRUHN | CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER | PO BOX 288 WINTON QLD 4735

2020
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WINTON SHIRE COUNCIL

STATE GOVERNMENT SUBSIDY AND
COUNCIL REMISSION ON RATES
PAYABLE TO PENSIONERS

Pensioners wishing to apply for the
Government  Subsidy and/or  Council
Remission on rates are advised that they
should contact the Council Office by Friday,
31 July 2020, so that subsidies can be
shown on their rate notices for the
2020/2021 financial year.

The application forms are available at the
Council Office. Applicants will be required to
present their pensioner/entittement card as
evidence and to also declare the particulars
of the property for which they are claiming
the subsidy.

If you have already received the pensioner
subsidy on your last rate notice you will not
be required to reapply for these subsidies.

Ricki Bruhn

PO Box 288

Chief Executive Officer
WINTON QLD 4735

WINTON SHIRE COUNCIL | COMMUNITY NOTICES

EXPRESSION OF INTEREST
Winton Shire Council (WSC) is seeking
expressions of interest from Community
Groups to host the bar (they would also need
to apply for a liquor licence), for the Leaving
Jackson Stage Show (The Johnny Cash and
June Carter Show).

EXPRESSION OF INTEREST
Winton Shire Council (WSC) is seeking
expressions of interest from Community
Groups to supply a two-course meal for the
Leaving Jackson Stage Show (The Johnny
Cash and June Carter Show).
This event will be held at the Winton Shire
Hall Friday 28" August 2020 at 6.00 pm.

If you need any further information could you
please let me know on
helenf@winton.qgld.gov.au, or you can phone
4657 2666. Expressions of interest need to
be submitted by 315t of July 2020.

RICKI BRUHN | CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER | PO BOX 288 WINTON QLD 4735
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WINTON SHIRE COUNCIL | COMMUNITY NOTICES

WINTON SHIRE COUNCIL
EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

Winton Shire Council currently has available several employment opportunities for highly
motivated, positive people with a passion for their community. The successful applicants will
have the opportunity to join a conscientious and progressive team that are making a difference in
their community.

Position Department Term of Employment | Closing Date

Carpenter/Handyman | Works and Utilities Full-Time 30t July 2020

Family Support Officer | Communities & Full-Time Fixed Term | 30" July 2020
Economic Development

Administration Officer | Corporate and Full-Time 30t July 2020

(Creditors Clerk) Regulatory

Applicants are required to obtain a copy of the Information Package and familiarise themselves
with the position requirements including key selection criteria prior to submitting their application.

Applications must be received by the undersigned no later than 5.00pm on the closing date and
must include:

e A cover letter;

e Current resume; and

¢ Names and contact details of two referees who can comment on recent work performance.

For further information about any of the positions can be directed to Leisa Fraser on (07) 4657
2666 or email to jobs@winton.qgld.gov.au.

Ricki Bruhn PO Box 288
Chief Executive Officer Winton 4735

RICKI BRUHN | CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER | PO BOX 288 WINTON QLD 4735
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RICKI BRUHN | CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER | PO BOX 288 WINTON QLD 4735
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The Corfield Race Club l00ks
forward to welcoming everyone
back to Corfield on the
first weekend in August 2021.

37 Vindex St, WINTON, QLD
Phone 07 46571254
Fax 07 46571202

+ guali Fresh 4 Hot Chickens
ruit

4+ ATM
Vegetables 4+ EFTPOS
4 Fresh Bread 4 Pre-Paid Phone
4+ Meat & Internet cards
4 Seafood 4 itunes Gift cards
4+ Ice
SUPERMARKET WINTON
‘A Part of Our Community’

Open 7 days - Easy Access

For all your

L earthmoving
é‘i e needs contact:

\ Ross

13

McQueen

0429 098 056

The Outback Homestead

With your hosts Jack and Krystal
Outback Lodging

3-bedroom house — Kitchen — Bathroom — BBQ
Area

Email: wintonoutbackhomestead@gmail.com

Mobile# 0428 118 723

Social Media @wintonoutbackhomestead
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WINTON BRANCH

qcwawinton@gmail.com

Christine Batt President 07 4657 3915 1974 2020
Donna Sheales Secretary 0488 573 014

Kristin Ogg 0455 559 416
Loretta Searle Hall Convenor 0447 819 571

MONTHLY MEETINGS P 0400 188 133

New Members Always Welcome Ali Griinke
Follow us on Facebook

28 March & 19 September 2020

o Winton 60 & Better Program
63 Bloomfield Street
in)
® SAVE THE DATE
YEAR 7 Cards, Scrabble, Craft, Bingo,
TRANSITION DAY Lunches, Morning Teas,
16 October 2020 Exercises.
/QW&/ 67/& Free WiFi and internet access
Learn More: QY vwwbic dldedu au Monday to Friday 8:00 to 12:30

P-12 Co-Education | Boarding Years 5-12
Boarding places available

Phone: 0746571753
in 2020 & 2021

9 Charters Towers, North Queensland b ro nWyn S @WI nto n N q Id N g OV au
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Winton Pelican Fuel Stop
& Caravan Park

Free for Winton Shire residents - just
show your driver’s licence. Hourly guided tours!

Open daily, APRIL to OCTOBER 2020 92 Elderslie Street
Open Mon to Sat, NOVEMBER 2020 to MARCH 2021 (07)46571478
Reduced tr.ading ovethristmas period. Fuel Station Pet Friendly
australianageofdinosaurs.com Refreshments All powered sites
info@aaod.com.au 07 4657 0078 Ensuite Cabins Dump point

Secured Van Park Camp Kitchen

ABN 34 616 408 309
Licence No 82 283!
ARC Licence L124953

SERVICING WINTON &
SURROUNDING AREAS
Winton Shire Local§ and Contractors (07) 4657 1336
receive:
Tours at Meal Cost only
10% off for your visiting friends and
relatives
Low rates for community groups
Contact: vicki@reddirttours.com.au

PO Box 299
37 Elderslie Street WINTON Q 4735

hbbwinton@Ieadingappliances.com.au

Marshall Phone
Blacklock Snr. 0428 513 344

Website: www.cdipest.com.au
Email: westqgld@cdipest.com.au

rlmcqueen@activ8.net.au
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% Would you like to have your

own back page supporters

Servicing The Outback ad in the Winton Herald?

$110/year email

Jason M Bates _ . :
wintonheraldeditor@gmail.com

jason.bates93@hotmail.com
0459 549 478

INTON BUTCHERS Corfield

Searle’s Outback Store

o Rifles and Ammunition ‘The Family Butcher’ &

g QAO?ZS Weat Country Orders welcome F i t Zmau ri ce

:; ;ac:i:t’i:zréoods Private Kills done Browse through Craft Shop
>  Akubra Hats From Paddock to Plate Wool Industry Display,

S Gold Lotto and Pools Friendly Service for Everyone Dinosaur/Fossils, Opalton

Story, Winton History Panels

Bernie & Peewee Searle
72 Elderslie Street, PO Box 300 Cnr Oondooroo & Cork Streets

Winton QLD 4735 Phone: 0746 571 351 Fax: 0746571599 Locals Free. EFTPOS available
Ph: 0746 571 450 Email: admin@wintonbutchery.com.au Ph/Fax (07) 4657 1486

QBOA INC. -
WI N I O N Welcome to the Capital of

Boulder Opal count

Winton Opal Festival &
“Queen of Gems”
International Design Awards -
PICK UP TOWNSVILLE 2nd weekend of July yearly.
OPALTON BUSH PARK

Opal designated Fossicking Area
Camping, BBS, tank water
Toilets & Hot Showers

WiFi - undercover parking
Locally made products available
-No eftpos

-Email: gboa@bigpond.com
PH 0427 002 030 ngglite igpon m

Monday & Thursday

DELIVER WINTON
Tuesday & Friday



mailto:jason.bates93@hotmail.com
mailto:jason.bates93@hotmail.com
mailto:admin@wintonbutchery.com.au
mailto:admin@wintonbutchery.com.au

	Longreach Regional Council and Winton Shire Council are partnering in a major destination marketing campaign aimed at promoting the two regions to city audiences.
	The cross-media campaign will feature television commercials aired in metro markets including Brisbane and Sydney, as well as major regional coastal centres. It will be supported by targeted social media and a new destination website, experiencelongreachandwinton.com.au.
	The two councils signed a Memorandum of Understanding last year to cooperate on Tourism, leading to the development of the Longreach and Winton Sub-Region Tourism Activation Plan 2019 – 2024. The initiative aims to capitalise on over $50M worth of State and Federal funding invested in new Tourism product between the two communities in recent years. There is also a focus on promoting the two regions as a year-round destination.
	Longreach Mayor Tony Rayner said the two communities share a common interest in Tourism.
	“Between the two of us we have the biggest attractions in Outback Queensland, but we also have the most product, including a lot of mature wholesale product that’s already built around visiting Longreach and Winton together.”
	Winton Mayor Gavin Baskett, who is an experienced rugby league referee, said despite a fierce football rivalry there are more things that unite the towns than the things that divide them.
	“The Tourism industry in our two regions is more developed than in other places, so it makes sense for us to work together. But we’ve also got this shared history with strong links to Australia’s bush heritage. You can see that in our big attractions like the Waltzing Matilda Centre and the Australia Stockman’s Hall of Fame.”
	Both towns also feature in the history of Qantas, with the Qantas Founders Museum in Longreach launching major upgrades recently. Mayor Rayner said both communities are proud of their connections to the Qantas story.
	“Yeah, they never let us forget that Winton was the where the company was formed before relocating to Longreach” he said with a wry smile. “But that’s just the point – you have this incredibly remote part of the world that those founders decided could be linked by an air service.
	“We may still be remote, but we’re not isolated, and it’s never been easier to get here – which is what this new campaign is all about.”
	Mayor Baskett agrees.
	“We want everyone to experience what we have out here – our dark skies, our ancient landscapes, our way of life, and our rich history.”
	He said the region’s historic significance has taken on a new dimension with the establishment of the Australian Age of Dinosaurs Museum.
	“We’ve always been famous for our history but now, thanks to the Australian Age of Dinosaurs, we can trace it back 145 million years!”
	The mayors said they hoped the partnership would benefit the rest of Outback Queensland too.
	“Ultimately, we all want the same thing for our region” said Mayor Rayner. “I think by working together, we’ll actually make a difference to the whole of Outback Queensland – beyond just our two towns.”
	The cross-media campaign will go to air this week and run through July and August.
	“We want everyone to experience what we have out here - our dark skies, our ancient landscapes, our way of life, and our rich history.”
	Mayor Baskett.
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	Coordinator-General of the National Drought and North Queensland Flood Response and Recovery Agency, the Hon Shane L Stone AC QC, has welcomed Winton Mayor, Councillor Gavin Baskett, to the Agency’s Advisory Board.
	Meeting this week in Canberra, the Board continues to advise on ways the Agency can best support regional and rural Australians through challenges like drought, COVID-19 and ongoing recovery from the 2019 North Queensland floods.
	“Our boots-on-the-ground approach continues to keep us in touch with farmers and producers and their communities across the nation,” Mr Stone said. “Having community leaders like Gavin on my Advisory Board is another important way I can hear what matters in the regions.”
	To ensure a continued strong focus on the ongoing recovery of North and North-West Queensland following the 2019 flood event, the Board’s membership includes representation from a Mayor from one of the worst affected shires.
	Cr Baskett succeeds Cloncurry Mayor, Greg Campbell, who has been a Board member from the Agency’s foundation and has been a strong advocate for communities across the Gulf country and beyond.
	“Our plan has always been to rotate the membership of local government leaders from the region, so we continue to get a diversity of advice and expertise,” Mr Stone said.
	“Greg’s contribution has been outstanding and he will continue to be a go-to source of information as out staff and I visit the region to listen to the communities about what’s working - and what still needs doing - during their years of recovery.”
	Cr Baskett’s experience in Winton will also be crucial to all aspects of the Agency’s work.
	“Winton has been belted by drought, then the flood and now drought’s back again. They also have the additional pestilence of large grasshopper numbers that ravage feed and regrowth.
	Add to that the local impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic, and Gavin Baskett will play a major role in keeping us updated with conditions and how we can best support regional communities through the range of challenges they face,” Mr Stone said.
	The National Drought and Flood Agency is built on a strategy of being on the ground with its communities. Mr Stone has covered many thousands of kilometres with staff and Board members, listening to producers, small business owners and other community members, to understand their needs and how their ongoing recovery is best supported.
	In the month of June 2020, the Agency’s Regional Recovery Officers travelled almost 14,000 kilometres throughout rural and regional Australia, fulfilling the Agency’s commitment to maintain a strong regional presence.
	More information on the Agency’s Advisory Board is available at https://www.droughtandflood.gov.au/about/our-advisory-board
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	Channel 9’s TODAY SHOW
	will be presenting their weather segments from Winton’s main street next Wednesday morning!
	Everyone is invited to come down to the broadcast location in front of the Winton Library and the Balamara Bakery from 6.30am.
	Presenter TIM DAVIES is looking forward to saying hello to the people of Winton from 6.30am on Wednesday.
	You might even get on the telly!
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