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WQ's own musicians play to enthusiastic crowds at Way 
out West Fest 

Originally published by Sally Gall, Queensland Country Life. 

They grew up working in shearing sheds and mustering sheep at Muttaburra and Aramac, but 
two of the participants in the Rise Up Showcase held in Winton last week have forsaken that 
for their country music dreams.   

Lilly Alexander and Tane-Rua Beatty-Smith, both graduates of the Longreach State High 
School, performed before live audiences throughout Winton's Way Out West Festival, with 
Tane-Rua finishing as the runner-up in the emerging artist challenge.  

Gympie's Alison Jensen garnered the most votes which, according to festival director Jeff 
Chandler, amounted to over 1000 votes in total. 

"We just wanted to nurture 
emerging artists, give them 
a showcase in a variety of 
settings with a competitive 
element," he said. "People 
don't appreciate the work 
a young artist has to do, to 
get people to listen to 
them, especially with all 
the competing streaming 
services these days." 

For Tane-Rua, it's all part of 
the experience he feels he 
needs to gain on his 

journey to the main stage, where he wants to be. 
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 Winton Business & 
Tourism Association 
President:   Hylton Ward  

Vice President:  Jeff Close 

Secretary:   Vicki Jones 

Treasurer:   Kate Cremin-Rose 

Editor:   Position Vacant 

Publication Purpose 
The Winton Herald is a not-for-profit 
publication produced by volunteers of the 
Winton Business & Tourism Association. 

All our volunteers who assist in production 
of this weekly publication have 
commitments to full-time employment and 
their families outside of their volunteer 
responsibilities to The Winton Herald.

Editorial Submissions 
The Winton Herald currently does not have a local journalist/editor and as such we are relying 
on community members to submit articles for publication. If you have recently been involved 
in running an event, please send a short article and a photo or two to the Editor at 
wintonheraldeditor@gmail.com for inclusion in the next available issue. Please note 
submission deadline of 8pm Monday for all articles and photos. Articles may be edited for 
length or consistency. 

Advertising Submissions 
Advertising helps to cover our costs of production and ensure that we can continue providing 
a free weekly publication. All advertisers require a credit account with the Winton Business & 
Tourism Association, if you are a new advertiser, please email coordinator.wbta@gmail.com 
for an account application form. 

Advertisements should be emailed to the Editor at wintonheraldeditor@gmail.com with the 
following details: 

• Size of ad placement 
• Date the ad is to be run and if the same ad repeats 
• Ad should be attached as a PDF or JPG 

Ad Rates 
Quarter Page   $  16.50 
Half Page    $  27.50 
Full Page    $  55.00 
AGM Notice    $    5.00 
Births, Deaths, Marriages  $    5.00 
Back Page Sponsor (1/12Pg) $110.00/YR 

Bank Details 
Name: WBTA 
BSB:  034-228 
ACC:  106-325 
Please quote invoice 
number when making 
payment

mailto:wintonheraldeditor@gmail.com
mailto:coordinator.wbta@gmail.com
mailto:wintonheraldeditor@gmail.com
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 What’s On? 
Date Event Information 

Sun 18 April John Wayne in Blue Steel Colorised Royal Theatre 

Mon 19 April COVID-19 Vaccination Clinic Winton Shire Council 
75 Vindex St Winton 

Mon 19 April Arts & Cultural Strategy 
Consultation 

Session 1: 10am to 12pm 
Session 2: 5.30pm to 7.30pm 
Neighbourhood Centre Training Room 

Tues 20 April Youth Up Late 5.30pm to 7.30pm  
Outback Regional Gallery 

Tues 20 April COVID-19 Vaccination Clinic Winton Shire Council 
75 Vindex St Winton 

Wed 21 April Weston Field Day 9.30am to 12.30pm  
“Weston” Winton 

Wed 21 April Nostalgia Night Royal Theatre 

Wed 21 April COVID-19 Vaccination Clinic Winton Shire Council 
75 Vindex St Winton 

Thurs 22 April COVID-19 Vaccination Clinic Winton Shire Council 
75 Vindex St Winton 

Fri 23 April COVID-19 Vaccination Clinic Winton Shire Council 
75 Vindex St Winton 

Fri 30 April Winton Camp draft  

Fri 30 April Winton camp draft  

 

Help keep us up to date! 
Please submit your events, with location and time to 

wintonheraldeditor@gmail.com 

The WBTA hopes to have your event in our calendar at least two 
weeks prior to its occurrence to give those living out of town a chance 
to attend. In the past, many have commented that they did not know 
an event was on until it was too late - we are hoping to change that!

mailto:wintonheraldeditor@gmail.com
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 Continued from Page 1 

It started when he joined the Central West Music Makers after school as an outlet from shed 
work or pizza delivery jobs, which resulted in lots of gigs, including busking at the first Way out 
West festival, where they were joined on the street by Sheppard. 

He and Lilly Alexander are both studying contemporary music performance at the JMC 
Academy in South Brisbane, where they're getting chances to play with other musicians and 
break into the wider scene. 

"I want to eventually break into the American scene, like Keith (Urban)," Tane-Rua said. 

 Enjoying the 
street scene are 
Michael Singleton, 
Tyler Wills, 
Theresa Schlayer, 
Pani Awarau, 
Fletcher Howard, 
Gary Mann and 
Sheryl Thacker, 
Winton 

 

 

 

 

 

Festival patrons packing Winton's streets and pubs gave he and the other rising stars plenty of 
encouragement over six days of the music feast. 

Jeff Chandler said this year's festival had been a whole lot harder to run, thanks to the impact 
of COVID, and had probably added 25 per cent to running costs. 

"With what happened in Brisbane, we had to move programming and resources - indoor had 
to be moved outdoor, which changed again," he said. 

"We had to anticipate a lot of things. 

"I never slept a wink, waiting for the Premier's announcement - we had 28 people in Brisbane 
waiting to build a set, and artists that had booked flights. 
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 "Then there was additional work ticking the health boxes, but thankfully people were very 
generally good about mask wearing, taking it seriously and checking in everywhere." 

Continued from Page 4 
Mr Chandler said somewhere between 4000 and 5000 visitors had travelled to Winton for the 
event, while they had 3700 paying customers through the gates.  He said that had met their 
targets. 

"We could have gone bigger but then you need the amenities to match. 

"The feedback has been very positive - the festival had a real celebratory feel to it."  The best 
sight was families enjoying themselves together. 

"We don't measure success by the amount of alcohol sold," he said. "Council's measure is 
increased tourism and we delivered on that. 

"Running it for six days, starting with Waltzing Matilda Day on April 6, gave people a lot more 
time to spend in town." 
Official visitors included the Assistant Minister for COVID Economic Recovery Bart Mellish, 
who replaced Tourism Minister Stirling Hinchliffe at the last minute, and Moreton Bay 
councillor Darren Grimwade, honouring the sister city arrangement with Winton. 

Both the state government and the Moreton Bay Regional Council sponsored the event. 

As to whether the festival turned a profit, Mr Chandler said it was hard to know at this stage, 
with refunds and other amounts still to be factored in. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEWS in BRIEF 
The Psychs on Bikes will be coming to 
Winton on the 6th of May. 

The Winton Neighbourhood Centre will 
be hosting a community BBQ lunch in 
the main street in front of the centre, 
and everyone is welcome to attend. 

The Psychs on Bikes will be offering 
FREE Health Screening to everyone. 

For more information about Psychs on 
Bikes, please follow the link below. 

https://www.psychsonbikes.com  

 or follow us on 

 https://www.facebook.com/psychsonbikes
inc 

 

COMING TO THE  

ROYAL THEATRE OPEN AIR PICTURE SHOW 

SUNDAY 18th April 2021, 7.15pm for 7.30 
start 

John Wayne in  

Blue Steel Colorised 

WEDNESDAY 21st April 

Nostalgia Night 

Historical Tour, old advertising, cartoon, 
Winton footage from the 1960’s, newsreel  

Theatre conducted by the not-for-profit Winton 
Movies Inc. 

Contact Jeff 0458532677 

COVID regulations apply, Popcorn, drinks,        
fairy floss 

Programme may change 

https://www.psychsonbikes.com/
https://www.facebook.com/psychsonbikesinc
https://www.facebook.com/psychsonbikesinc
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 Waltzing Matilda Celebrations 
Article and Photos by Jeff Close 

Waltzing Matilda Day has been observed on the 6th  April for some years now, and this year to 
add to the experience of Way Out West Festival visitors to the town, the Waltzing Matilda 
Board of Directors decided to hold two days of activities.  

On the Tuesday, 19 people aboard the Council 
bus and followed by 4 tag-a-long vehicles 
headed out to Combo Waterhole. With Mayor 
Gavin at the wheel and Jeff offering 
commentary en route and at Combo and 
Kynuna,  much of the Waltzing Matilda history 
was covered. A special feature of the day was 
the recollections of 3 of the group (John 
Maxwell, Prue Strang and Lyn Fraser) of the 
1963 visit to Combo of the Cobb and Co coach. 
(Coincidentally, Movietone news shot some 
footage on the day and this film footage is 

played even today at the Royal Theatre Nostalgia Nights on Wednesdays.) Australia’s unofficial 
national anthem was sung, and the party moved on to Kynuna Hotel for lunch and 
refreshments. A tour of Kynuna was conducted and the contribution to exploring the history 
of Waltzing Matilda by Richard Magoffin remembered before heading back to Winton. When 
the bar staff at the hotel commented to Gavin that trading had been brisk and asked whether 
such tours would be a regular feature, the Mayor answered in the affirmative, and “Yes, 
regularly every year.” 

The mystery of who welded up the Combo Waterhole sign MAY have been answered with the 
smart money drifting to John Archer. John reputedly had the first welder in the district.  

The next day at the centre a team of volunteers 
offered extra hands-on experiences to patrons. 
Jeff conducted a whip cracking school, Bente 
Moller had plenty of wool spinners, John Paynter 
with the assistance of David Strang shore 2 sheep 
and answered questions and Lorraine Murphy of 
WDHS offered guided tours. Jeff gave a talk on 
Banjo, Waltzing Matilda, and QANTAS. All aspects 
were well patronised, with up to 40 persons 
present at any one time. 
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 "Come on Winton, we can dance again!" 
Originally published by Sally Gall, Queensland Country Life. 
The joy shown by musicians finally able to do what they love best - perform in front of a live 
audience - was only matched at Winton's 2021 Way out West festival by the excited vibe of a 
crowd freed from many of the restrictions of the last 12 months. 

 

As Beccy Cole said, "I haven't done this out in the beautiful sunshine for more than a year - I 
feel like crying". 

After being cancelled last year, thousands of people snapped up tickets to once again boogie 
in the bush and check out Winton's opal and dinosaur attractions as well, in an atmosphere of 
country hospitality. 

In an anthem to the pleasure of being an Australian in the Queensland outback, The Wolfe 
Brothers put together a medley of Great Southern Land by Icehouse, Hunters and Collectors' 
Holy Grail, the ever-popular Angels Am I Ever Going to See Your Face Again, and AC/DC's Back 
in Black, much to the delight of the mosh pit. 
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The Wolfe Brothers let it rip for an appreciative audience on the main stage at the Way Out West 
Festival. Photos - Sally Gall.                                                     

 
Winton’s Donna Searle and Donna 
Paynter manning the CWA food 
stall  

With Ruby Black, Bella Searle, Anna 
Black, Amber Elis and Mabry 
Murphy-Midgley              
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 MOTORSPORT FAMILY FUN DAY 
PhotoStory  Jeff Close 

 

Organisers of the Winton Motorsport Family Fun Day should be congratulated on organising a 
great day out at the track last weekend. And they were rewarded with terrific weather and a 
large crowd. Seen in the parking lot were many vehicles making their way south after the 
successful Way Out West Festival. 

The day/night meeting hosted the ever popular 1/8 mile drag races as well as the dirt bikes at 
a ‘come and try’ day.   A courtesy bus worked all day, food and drinks were available. Club 
funds were boosted by merchandise sales and raffles.  The live entertainment in the evening 
rounded off a fun day. Not many Australian country towns can boast facilities as found in 
Winton. Well done volunteers.  
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 SUDUKO 

 

Using logic and reasoning you must 
fill the remaining empty cells in each 
of the 12 puzzles with a digit from 1 
to 9, such that each digit from 1 to 9 
appears: 
 exactly once on each row  
 exactly once in each column  
 exactly once in each of the 

nine delineated 3x3 squares. 
 

Last week’s solution: 
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