
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Issue 21 | Edition 26 “Winton’s News for Winton” 15 July 2022 

Editor Email: wintonheraldeditor@gmail.com RRP $2.00 
 

               WINTON OPAL FESTIVAL 
  & Jewellery Design Awards  

Article submitted by Alison Summerville 

Festival News 

The 2022 Winton Opal Festival has 
once again proved a major success for 
the Opal industry and the Winton 
district. 
The comment for the weekend has 
been “there was more money than opal”.   
Production had been stalled with recent wet weather and many miners have only worked for 
2 to 3 weeks.  Those who were lucky enough to supply opal had good sales and even some of 
the locals brought out their goods. With international buyers back in attendance there were 
smiles all around. This year the QBOA Business Centre opened its doors for the week prior to 
and during the festival. It was a great success organising stalls, memberships, holding cutting 
demonstrations, cut stone sales and tourism advice.  It was a very busy time for the QBOA 
committee. The street was busy for the two-day event selling jewellery, specimens, carvings, 
and other goods. All stallholders were very happy with the number of sales. 

         Jewellery Awards Night 
A stunning display of jewellery, fashion, and art at the Waltzing Matilda Centre, all inspired by 
Queensland boulder opal. The gala event for the year is always the Jewellery Design awards 
dinner, and this year was no exception. Over 100 people enjoyed a great dinner supplied by 
Chloe Stockham at the Tucker box Café.  Drinks supplied by the North Gregory Hotel with the 
assistance of the Strang family. Natasha Taranto & Janice Evert created a wonderful display at 
the Waltzing Matilda Centre showcasing the 41 entries in the 6 categories. Approx. 140 
visitors voted for Peoples Choice during the day – the winner Rita Williams with Enigma. 
It was a great family atmosphere. Mayor Gavin Baskett spoke of the ongoing support to the 
industry and the benefits to the Winton shire.  James Evert, President of QBOA highlighted the 
amazing achievements the industry has made over the years, especially the level of entries in 
this year’s event.   

The Winton Herald is a volunteer-produced newssheet for Winton Business & Tourism Association facilitating and supporting 
business, tourism, and community of Winton Shire since 1967. 

For a full colour version please head to: www.winton.qld.gov.au/community/winton-herald 

                  Stephen & Evelyn Smart offering cutting demonstrations 
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What’s On? 
Date Event Information 

15th – 17th July Boulia Camel Races Boulia 

Mon 18th July WBTA Monthly Meeting 5.30pm Neighbourhood Centre 

Wed 20th July Nostalgia Night 7.30pm The Royal Theatre 

Thurs 21st July Foster Carer Information Night 5.00pm Neighbourhood Centre 

21st – 24th July Snez – Musician Tour 6pm-9pm North Gregory Hotel 

Fri 22nd July Movie ‘Karate Kid’ 7.30pm The Royal Theatre 

Sun 24th July Movie ‘Easy Rider’ 7.30pm The Royal Theatre 

Wed 27th July Nostalgia Night 7.30pm The Royal Theatre 

Fri 29th July Movie ‘Another You’ 7.30pm The Royal Theatre 

Sat 30th July Corfield Race Day Corfield 

Sun 31st July Movie ‘Two Rode Together’ 7.30pm The Royal Theatre 

Sat 13th Aug Winton Community Ball 5.30pm-11.30pm Winton Shire Hall 

Help keep us up to date! 
Please submit your events, with location and time to 

wintonheraldeditor@gmail.com 

The WBTA hopes to have your event in our calendar at least two 

weeks prior to its occurrence to give those living out of town a chance 

to attend. In the past, many have commented that they did not know 

an event was on until it was too late - we are hoping to change that! 

Editorial Submissions 
The Winton Herald currently does not have a local journalist and as such we rely on 

community members to submit articles for publication. If you have recently been involved in 

running an event, please send a short article and a photo or two to the Editor at 

wintonheraldeditor@gmail.com for inclusion in the next available issue. Please note 

submission deadline of 8pm Monday for all articles and photos. Articles may be edited for 

length or consistency. 
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Cont’ from page 1 

Three of the items were sold on the night including Paul Clarkes entry, the Claim Jumper, 
Melissa Eliotts Opal Jacket and Jacqui Guys Opal crown. 
Sponsors included: - Winton Shire council, True Blue Opals, Australian Opal Hunter, Road King 
Caravans, Clifton Opals, and Australian Outback Opals.  
Totaling - $11,000 in prize money. 

         The 2022 winners are: - 
         Cat 1A. Professional Hand Crafted 
Madeleine McDonald with Wings of Iris 
         Cat 1B. Professional CAD/CAST/CAM 
Rita Williams with Euphoria 

                  Cat 2A. Emerging Jeweller Hand Crafted 
Lily Hamann with Home among the Gum trees. 
         Cat 3. Wearable Fashion 
Erenee Conomos with Wearable chest piece 
         Cat 4. Object/Art 
Erenee Conomos with Unseen Ancients. 
Photos and a full list of highly commended and commended participants will be available on 
the QBOA Facebook site soon. 
Entries in this year’s competition came from Japan and Switzerland. Thank you to 
Claudie Rothenmund who travelled from Switzerland with her husband Reudi for this event.  
After a quick trip to Opalton they will definitely be back next year. 
George Vinall once again did a great job selling raffle tickets.  
200ltrs fuel donated by Winton Road House – Rebecca Summerville 

                                           
 
 

 
 
 
 
  
  

 
 
  

Natasha Taranto, 
organiser of the 
Jewellery competition 
and Sally Patel, True Blue 
Opals, sponsor. Both 
taking home entries from 
the competition - Opal  
Jacket  by Melissa Eliott 
and Opal crown by Jacqui 
Guy.  Both wonderful 
local supporters. 
 

 

'Cobb and Co coach - Winton to Boulia 
mail coach run - carried 16 passengers 
inside* on 4 seats - travelled 210 miles 
in 4 days - the baskets on the roof are 
parcel post baskets - coach being 
towed behind had travelled 500 miles 
and still had another 250 miles to go.' 
 
Photo from National Archives Australia 
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                        SPECIAL WINTON HISTORY 

     Information and photos with permission from Stephen Fleay 

Views from the road, near and into Winton 
in the remote outback of Western 
Queensland in 1964. 
On the very flat landscape a drover on his 
horse and a huge flock of sheep. 
The signs on the outskirts of Winton. 
The town is famous for Waltzing Matilda 
and the place where the airline Qantas 
started. 
These were my early days of photography 
using a 35 mm Pentina Reflex Camera.  

These pictures were taken on Plus X 
black and white film. I developed the 
negatives and produced the prints. That 
was over 55 years ago. 
Now in 2021 adding colour gives me 
great satisfaction. 
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     Advertising Submissions 
All advertisers require a credit account with the Winton Business & Tourism Association, if you 

are a new advertiser, please email wbta.treasurer@gmail.com for an account application 

form. Advertisements should be emailed to the Editor at wintonheraldeditor@gmail.com with 

the     following details: 

• Size of ad placement 

• Date the ad is to be run and if the same ad repeats 

Ad should be attached as a PDF or JPG 

• Ad Rates                                       Bank Details 
• Quarter Page   $ 16.50                                         Name: WBTA 

Half Page   $ 27.50                                         BSB: 034-228 
Full Page   $ 55.00                                         Account: 106-325 
AGM Notice   $   5.00                                         Please quote invoice number as payment  
Births, Deaths, Marriages $   5.00                                         reference. This assists with the timely  
Back Page Sponsor (1/12Pg) $110.00/YR                                  allocation of your payment to your                  

                                                                                                        account  
 
 

SUDUKO 
 

           

Using logic and reasoning you must 
fill the remaining empty cells in 
each of the 12 puzzles with a digit 
from 1 to 9, such that each digit 
from 1 to 9 appears: 
✓ exactly once on each row 
✓ exactly once in each column 
✓ exactly once in each of the 

nine delineated 3x3 squares. 

Last week’s solution: 
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