
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Issue 21 | Edition 39 “Winton’s News for Winton” 14 October 2022 

Editor Email: wintonheraldeditor@gmail.com RRP $2.00 

                                LARK QUARRY CONSERVATION PARK 
Information from Aussietowns.com.au, photos from Bing.com 

Located 110 km from Winton the 
Lark Quarry Conservation Park with 
its internationally famous Dinosaur 
Stampede is a unique insight into life 
in western Queensland some ninety-
five million years ago. This is the 
largest group of footprints of running 
dinosaurs uncovered anywhere in 
the world. First discovered in the 
early 1960s it was completely 
excavated in 1976-77. Three species 

of dinosaur made the 1200 tracks - a large flesh eating carnosaur and many small coelurosaurs 
and ornithopods.  
At the time Western Queensland was an inland sea edged 
by marshy, heavily vegetated plains teeming with dinosaurs 
of all shapes and sizes.  
We know this because the fossilised remains found in 
places as far apart as Richmond, Hughenden and Winton 
offer a unique insight into a land more like a scene from 
Jurassic Park than from Crocodile Dundee. 
About 95 million years ago, give or take a few hundred 
thousand years, a herd of about 150 small dinosaurs were 
grazing on the grasslands and drinking from a stream or 
lake some 120 km west of the present day site of Winton in 
Western Queensland. 
The herd comprised Coelurosaurs and Ornithopods. These 
were not creatures of T-Rex dimensions. They were, in the 
case of the Coelurosaurs, no bigger than the average 
chicken and they lived on a diet of insects, frogs and 
lizards.  
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What’s On? 
Date Event Information 

Sat 15th Oct WBTA Business Dinner Awards 6.00pm Winton Shire Hall 

Tues 18th Oct Community Morning Tea 10.00am 

Thurs 20th Oct Pancake Breakfast 8.00-10.00am WSS Primary 

Sat 22nd Oct Rangeland Sunset Senior Tour 5.15pm red Dirt Tours 

Thurs 27th Oct Teddy Bears Picnic 9.00-12.00pm Patricia Bucknell Park 

Fri 28th Oct Grandparents Day 8.30am St Patrick’s School 

Sat 29th Oct ICPA Celebrations 2.00pm The Winton Club 

Sat 29th Oct Halloween Walk 6.00pm Neighbourhood Centre 

     -------       ---------------------------------      --------------------------------------- 

Thurs 1st Dec Lighting of the Christmas Tree 6.00pm Elderslie St 

Fri 9th Dec Christmas Street Party 5.30pm Elderslie St 

Wed 4th Dec Community BBQ 6.00pm Shire Council Court Yard 

Help keep us up to date! 
Please submit your events, with location and time to 

wintonheraldeditor@gmail.com 

The WBTA hopes to have your event in our calendar at least two 

weeks prior to its occurrence to give those living out of town a chance 

to attend. In the past, many have commented that they did not know 

an event was on until it was too late - we are hoping to change that! 

Editorial Submissions 
The Winton Herald currently does not have a local journalist and as such we rely on 

community members to submit articles for publication. If you have recently been involved in 

running an event, please send a short article and a photo or two to the Editor at 

wintonheraldeditor@gmail.com for inclusion in the next available issue. Please note 

submission deadline of 8pm Monday for all articles and photos. Articles may be edited for 

length or consistency. 
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Nearby were a herd of herbivorous 
Ornithopods, known appropriately as 
Wintonopus, who could grow to the size 
of a modern day emu. They lived on ferns 
and low-lying palm trees. 
Into this peaceful scene lumbered a single 
Theropod predator, a Tyrannosauropus. 
This was no match of equals. The average 
Coelurosaur stood about 20 cm high. The 
Tyrannosauropus was about 8-9 metres 
long and its head was about 3.5 metres 
above the ground. 
Not surprisingly the Coelurosaurs and 
Ornithopods scattered. They stampeded in all directions across the muddy floodplain. They 
were running for their lives. The Tyrannosauropus, with its sharp pointed teeth and its huge 
knife-sharp claws, walked - although it could run when it needed to. 

Did the Tyrannosauropus get to eat that 
day? We simply do not know. All that is left 
are the marks of its back feet – marks which 
are over half a metre long and characterised 
by three toes and a sharp claw – and some 
3300 separate footprints from the 150 
Coelurosaurs and Ornithopods as they 
rushed to escape from the predator. 
At Lark Quarry, 110 km on a dirt road south-
west of Winton, this remarkable story has 
been preserved in the sedimentary layers 
that are now known as the Winton 
Formation. This is not just another 

interesting fossil. This site is the only known record of a dinosaur stampede anywhere on the 
planet. It was first discovered in the 1960s by a local station manager, Glen Seymour, and in 
1976-77 a team of palaeontologists moved in and over 60 tonnes of rock were excavated from 
the site. Today it is protected by a Conservation Building that keeps this unique site protected 
from the searing temperature, the rain and the dust which is such a natural part of modern-
day western Queensland. 
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MY AUSTRALIAN ADVENTURE PT. VI – QUEENSLAND’S OUTBACK 

“HOLLYWOOD DOWN UNDER” 

Article and photos from Glenda Fordham Blog 

Although I travelled around Australia visiting all the big cities and coastal tourist havens, the small 
country town that really won my heart was WINTON, Queensland. I first became aware of Winton 
when it was the location for films and tv shows featuring my idol, Aaron Pedersen. The whole point 
of visiting with my travel companion and fellow Pedersen fan, Suzi, was to visit some of the town 
locations and recreate the scenes (eg: sitting on his bar stool at Tattersall’s Hotel from Total 

Control   and paying tribute to our screen hero who has 
apparently now retired without formal notice. Suzi and I 
actually visited several known locations including Broome 
which was where his final Mystery Road series was shot (I’ll 
post a Broome blog later) 

Aaron is featured prominently in both the Waltzing 

Matilda Centre and the Royal Theatre which is the location for the annual Vision Splendid 

Outback Film Festival which takes place at the end of June.  
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Winton is also home to great opal shops and 

suppliers, in particular Joe and Natasha of The Opal 

Miner store who have appeared on the hit tv 

series, Outback Opal Hunters. 

The residents and business owners in Winton are a 

wonderful bunch – friendly, welcoming and eager to 

chat about their town – I hope I can do them justice 

here.  So first, let’s chat about Aaron, director Ivan Sen and the impact Mystery Road has 

had on the town. In the large museum dedicated to legendary poet and journalist A.B.  

“Banjo” Patterson and his world-famous 

poem/song Waltzing Matilda, there are numerous 

phots, movie posters and quotes on Mystery 

Road/Goldstone that stand out as soon as you walk 

into the first exhibition hall… The museum is a 

treasure trove of historical artifacts from the 

earliest settlers when sheep were the mainstay of 

daily life. Shearing equipment, old photos, as well 

as stockmen’s gear, gold mining artifacts and 

ANZAC memorabilia – we spent nearly 2hrs going 

thru the halls and outside into barns…it kept going 

and going and going. But for any proud Australian, 

the song Waltzing Matilda is considered the 

unofficial anthem of the country and brings a tear 

to any eye, esp. those of us who have been away 

from home for so long. 

Another great heritage site is the famous Royal Theatre which shows movies under the 

stars and also has a museum attached. Look what was playing the week Suzi and I were 

in town!! Visit their website for a great virtual 

tour: https://royaltheatrewinton.com.au/ 

What a great building to tour – the old box office, the dramatic 

entrance into the theatre itself with deck chair seating as well as 

cushioned chairs, with lots of displays around the projection 

equipment, then into the museum hall with vintage movie 

posters, cameras and equipment, as well as tributes to locally filmed movies….and lots of 

Aaron Pedersen pics! 

https://royaltheatrewinton.com.au/
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    Advertising Submissions 
All advertisers require a credit account with the Winton Business & Tourism Association, if you 

are a new advertiser, please email wbta.treasurer@gmail.com for an account application 

form. Advertisements should be emailed to the Editor at wintonheraldeditor@gmail.com with 

the    following details: 

• Size of ad placement 

• Date the ad is to be run and if the same ad repeats 

Ad should be attached as a PDF or JPG 

• Ad Rates                                       Bank Details 
• Quarter Page   $ 16.50                                         Name: WBTA 

Half Page   $ 27.50                                         BSB: 034-228 
Full Page   $ 55.00                                         Account: 106-325 
AGM Notice   $   5.00                                         Please quote invoice number as payment  
Births, Deaths, Marriages $   5.00                                         reference. This assists with the timely  
Back Page Sponsor (1/12Pg) $110.00/YR                                  allocation of your payment to your                  

                                                                                                        account  
 
 

SUDUKO 
 

           

Using logic and reasoning you must 
fill the remaining empty cells in 
each of the 12 puzzles with a digit 
from 1 to 9, such that each digit 
from 1 to 9 appears: 
✓ exactly once on each row 
✓ exactly once in each column 
✓ exactly once in each of the 

nine delineated 3x3 squares. 

Last week’s solution: 
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