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OPALTON MEETING WELL ATTENDED 
Article submitted by Frank Standfast      
The Queensland Boulder Opal Association Inc 

held a meeting last weekend at the Opalton Bush 

Park. 

The meeting was well attended by the Winton 

Shire Councillors, CEO, Tourism and Economic 

Development Manager and Group Manager of 

Operations. They took the opportunity for a tour of the site of the proposed Opalton 

Exhibition and Visitor Centre. An exciting new development that is still in its infancy but with 

the potential to become a major attraction for the area.  

QBOA President James Evert made special note of 

the efforts of the volunteers running the Bush 

Park with their fund-raising efforts allowing them 

to continue expanding and developing the Park. 

Treasurer David Strang reported on the various 

costs incurred and moneys raised through raffles 

and donations and Secretary Alison Summerville 

reported on correspondence received. 

Mayor Gavin Baskett reported on the progress of the Small Cell Tower, the 2021/22 Budget 

and took questions from the floor.  

A BBQ lunch was catered by the Volunteers as well as one of George’s famous fruit cakes 

(rumoured to be an incentive for the Mayoral visit) 

For those that either haven’t been to Opalton or at least not for some time, it is worth the 

time to visit as so much has progressed in the last little while and the Bush Park is a credit to 

those involved from construction through to guiding visitors.              
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Winton Business & 
Tourism Association 
President:   Hylton Ward  

Vice President:  Jeff Close 

Secretary:   Vicki Jones 

Treasurer:   Kate Cremin-Rose 

Editor:   Jodie 

Publication Purpose 
The Winton Herald is a not-for-profit 

publication produced by volunteers of the 

Winton Business & Tourism Association. 

All our volunteers who assist in production 

of this weekly publication have 

commitments to full-time employment and 

their families outside of their volunteer 

responsibilities to The Winton Herald.

Editorial Submissions 
The Winton Herald currently does not have a local journalist/editor and as such we are relying 

on community members to submit articles for publication. If you have recently been involved 

in running an event, please send a short article and a photo or two to the Editor at 

wintonheraldeditor@gmail.com for inclusion in the next available issue. Please note 

submission deadline of 8pm Monday for all articles and photos. Articles may be edited for 

length or consistency. 

Advertising Submissions 
Advertising helps to cover our costs of production and ensure that we can continue providing 

a free weekly publication. All advertisers require a credit account with the Winton Business & 

Tourism Association, if you are a new advertiser, please email coordinator.wbta@gmail.com 

for an account application form. 

Advertisements should be emailed to the Editor at wintonheraldeditor@gmail.com with the 

following details: 

● Size of ad placement 

● Date the ad is to be run and if the same ad repeats 

● Ad should be attached as a PDF or JPG

Ad Rates 
Quarter Page   $ 16.50 

Half Page    $ 27.50 

Full Page    $ 55.00 

AGM Notice    $   5.00 

Births, Deaths, Marriages  $   5.00 

Back Page Sponsor (1/12Pg) $ 110.00/YR 

Bank Details 
Name: WBTA 

BSB:  034-228 

ACC:  106-325 Please quote invoice 

number as payment reference

mailto:wintonheraldeditor@gmail.com
mailto:coordinator.wbta@gmail.com
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What’s On? 
Date Event Information 

 Fri 13th Aug Come & Try Golf  3.30-5.30pm The Winton Golf Club 

 Fri 13th Aug  TONIGHT – Trivia Quiz Night  6.30pm The Winton Club 

Sun 15th Aug ‘The Dressmaker’ Film Screening 7.30pm The Royal Theatre 

Mon 16th Aug WBTA Monthly Meeting 5.30pm Neighbourhood Centre 

Wed 18th Aug Nostalgia Night 7.30pm The Royal Theatre 

Thur 19th Aug Council Meeting  

Fri 20th Aug St Patrick’s School Little Learners 9am-11am St Patrick’s School 

Fri 20th & Sat 
21st Aug 

Dance Lessons & Performance Fri 3.30-7pm Winton Shire Hall 
Sat 9-11am with Performance @ 11am  

Fri 20th Aug Movie ‘Jurassic Park’ 7.30pm The Royal Theatre 

Sat 21st Aug ‘The Dungatar Footballers Ball & 
Gala Fashion Event’ 

5.30-8pm 
Waltzing Matilda Centre 

Sun 22nd Aug John Wayne in ‘Blue Steel’ 7.30pm The Royal Theatre 

Wed 25th & 
Thur 26th Aug 

Pfizer Covid-19 Vaccinations  
At Council Facilities 

Bookings 1800 953 703 
Mon-Fri 8.30am-3.30pm 
CW-COVAX@health.qld.gov.au 

Sun 29th Aug Variety Bash Winton Main Street 

Sat 18th Sept North Gregory Turf Club Races WSS Reunion 

         
    Help keep us up to date! 

Please submit your events, with location and time to 

wintonheraldeditor@gmail.com 

The WBTA hopes to have your event in our calendar at least two 

weeks prior to its occurrence to give those living out of town a chance 

to attend. In the past, many have commented that they did not know an event was on until it 

was too late - we are hoping to change that
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JUMPING FOR THE STARS 
Photostory by Alex Sorensen 

It’s been a huge few months for Simone Sorensen and 

her horses. Simone competed at the IOR Darling Downs 

Interschool Championships in May. Here she competed 

with Yalambi’s Karijini in the 1.20m class where they 

won the championship and Caboonbah Baileys was the 

Champion secondary 1m horse. Both horses had to 

jump 3 rounds at their respective heights. 

Simone then competed at the Gatton World Cup 

Championships.  Here Caboonbah Baileys and Bayview 

Wishlist competed in the 1.1 – 1.15m Newcomers Championships both just missing out on a 

placing. Yalambi’s Karijini competed in the 1.2m Junior Championship. After 3 rounds they 

finished 6th against Australia’s best junior riders. A fantastic result for them.     

In July Simone travelled to Maryborough for the Hygain 

Interschool State Championships for a massive 4 days of 

competitions in wet and cold conditions.   

With record nominations Simone was there for the 

experience and to support her Fairholme College team 

mates and did not have any expectations.  Caboonbah 

Baileys competed in 3 rounds of Showjumping in the 

Secondary 1m class and placed 3rd overall.   

Yalambi’s Karijini competed in the Secondary 65cm Working Hunter Show horse class. It was a 

huge surprise when they were placed as Reserve Champion. Karijini also competed in the 

1.20m Secondary Showjumping.  After 3 rounds of jumping, they finished 4th overall which 

gained them a place in the Qld Interschool State team to compete in December at Werribee, 

VIC.   

Simone was also a member of the Reserve 

Champion team for show horse and champion 

secondary Showjumping team.  Congratulations to 

the Fairholme girls on this win.   

The competition year is still not over as Simone 

hopes to travel to Victoria for the Australian 

Showjumping Championships if Covid permits, as 

well as plenty of other competitions that are 

coming up over the next 5 months. 
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                                     CHIT CHAT 
• Recent birthdays Nathan Brotherton, Julie Heslin, Mandy Grant, Ashleigh Elliott, 

 Tracey Mutton and Mitch Fogarty 

• With Census night complete it will be interesting to see the changes, In the 2016 

Census, there were 875 people in Winton (Qld). Of these 51.4% were male and 48.6% 

were female. Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander people made up 11.4% of the 

population. The median age of people in Winton (Qld) was 46 years. 

• Winton’s weather so far for 2021   *Average Rainfall to Aug - 281.5mm  

     *Total for 2021 - 271.0mm      *Total to This Day 2020 - 358.0mm  

*Wettest Day - 57.4mm Feb13     * Lowest Temperature 1.7°C - Jun10 

*Highest Temperature 41.7°C - Feb 1 

• Shoprite staff were very excited to have a brand-new high-tech POS Till System installed 

last week. After three years in the making, no one was more excited than Karen for it to 

be up and running. Jacob is quietly confident of receiving a few less “bombs” this week 

as Karen’s stress levels were reduced but other sources are tipping Jacob is a larger 

source of stress than the old till ever was. 

• Mandy Grant celebrated her birthday while away on a break. When asked what gift he 

had given her Jim said “the best two and half minutes of her year”  

• In golfing news, the 2021 Winton Champs have been announced 

Men’s A Grade - Adrian Lenton, B Grade - Tony Elliott, C Grade - Graham Collins 

Ladies A Grade - Robyn Stephens, B Grade - Julie Mann, C Grade - Lorraine Howard 

                          JUNIOR LEAGUE 
The Junior Devils showed great commitment 

to their footy making the long road trip to 

Blackall last weekend. Eileen Searle & Tillie 

Mutton, the only 2 under 7’s, were 

welcomed into the Longreach Tigers to make 

up a team. The long trip didn’t faze them 

with both girls playing exceptionally well 

both scoring try’s, well done little Devils. The under 9’s Casey McCalman, 

Jett Searle and Sid Searle joined the Magpies for the day as they prepare for the Paul Bowman 

Challenge in Proserpine in September. Mitch Searle, Jett Searle, 

Sid Searle and Jock McCauley will join Blackall in the Challenge, 

so it was a great chance to play together in the lead up. Under 

11’s Ethan Cox and Logan Pacey also teamed with Blackall to 

have a run.  

Big shout out to Jacob & Tracey Mutton, Wendy Searle, Mandy 

Cluff & Dan Pacey for taking the kids on the long road trip.  
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            CHARTERS TOWERS BOARDERS NEWS 
Article submitted by Tina Elliott 
Interschool Athletics Results - 

Piper Godfrey 
Hurdles-1st, High Jump-3rd, 1500m-2nd, 400m-1st, 200m-2nd, 100m-3rd, 
800m-1st 
*Triple Jump-1st - New Record 10.54m (old record 10.16m),  
 Open Girls Relay 1st 
Tyler Godfrey 
1500m-1st, 400m-3rd, Long Jump-4th, Triple Jump-2nd, 800m-1st,  
Under 14 Girls Relay - 1st 

Seth Black – 3rd in the 100m 
Jasmine Elliott - 1st Discus, 1st Open Girls Relay, 2nd Triple Jump, 2nd Long Jump and 2nd Hurdles 
 
Rugby League News: 
Charters Towers Miners Under 17 lost to Western Lions 32-6.   
Toby Turnbull and Seth Black both played. 
Ada Black and her Under 15 Girls team lost to Townsville Brothers 4-46. 
 
Rugby Union News: 
Under 18’s Bulletes: Jasmine Elliott and Piper Godfrey’s team again played very well and came 
away with a win against Teachers West 45-20. 
Under 18’s Boys - Kevin Mutton played along with the return of Ned Elliott from injury.  
Although the boys lost 12-21 to Townsville Brothers, a quote from Kev sums it all up “Ned 
Elliott returned from injury to play tonight and played an absolute cracker of a game and I was 
very proud of him.” 
Under 16’s – Owen Elliott and Noah Fogarty’s team went down 5-13 to top of the table team 
Brothers. 
Under 14’s Bulletes – Tyler Godfrey and side went 
down to Brothers 12-61.  Tyler was named in the 
Team of the Week. 
Under 13’s– Billy Elliott – Hard fought but went down 
61-0.  Quote - “Score doesn’t reflect the heart the 
boys showed today” 

 

Softball, Netball, Touch Football and Debating were 
all well attended by Winton Students. Columba 
softball team with Chelsea Turnbull played against 
Matilda Searle’s BTC team with a 6 all draw. 
 

                                                                                                                   Billy and Jacalyn Elliott - ASSG Debating Team 

Open Girls Champion-
Piper Godfrey 
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                                           WINTON PONY CLUB  
Article submitted by Julie Dorries    

Recently the Winton Pony Club was 

successful in their grant funding applications 

through the Queensland office of liquor and 

gaming. With this awarded funding the 

association are endeavouring to bring an 

array of instructors to improve and widen 

the skill set of not only its members in 

Winton but also to other horse enthusiasts 

across the central west.  Over the weekend 

the Winton Pony Club hosted 26, forty-five-

minute individual lessons with well-known riding instructor Sally Kirkwood. Travelling out from 

Charters Towers, Sally is an extremely talented instructor and an accomplished horsewoman 

in the show and dressage arena with many accolades to her name. Sally provides imperative 

knowledge and encouragement whilst promoting horse and rider growth. Whilst most 

attendees were local to the Winton Shire, we did have 3 ladies travel from Longreach to 

attend.  

All participants agreed that the lessons had been paramount in allowing them to continue to 
grow as a rider and that all skills and training received would carry them forward in any 
discipline. It also definitely did not hurt that Sally has the ability to step on any horse and 
demonstrate exactly what she was saying and why she was saying it, to exhibit the immediate 
results with all mounts.  
All participants throughout the 3 days agreed 
they would love to see Sally back again. 
Mr Evan Parker, a jumping instructor, had 
also been organised to host throughout the 
same weekend however an incident resulting 
in a broken foot and a moon boot days 
before the event has left the pony club 
postponing his clinic until a later date yet to 
be advised. 
The pony club still has funding to develop 
and encourage your skills in your chosen discipline. So, if you are a current member of our 
Local Pony Club our meetings are always open and your input is always welcome.  
 
In closing a massive thank-you to our Winton Pony Club treasurer Amanda Cluff in successfully 
obtaining the funding and co-ordinating the entire weekend. Also, a thank you as always to 
Dougie Elliott for his help throughout the weekend along with the Winton Shire Council for 
the amazing facilities that are only going to get better once all the upgrades are concluded, 
and lucky last thank you to all participants who turned up and rode throughout the 3 days. 
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It is Heaven, Town of Winton 
Jump up Mesas, Diamantina River. 
Life is old here, older than the trees 
They found Dinosaurs, from 90 million years. 
Jundah Road, Take me home 
To the place I belong 
Town of Winton, Dinorama 
Take me home, Jundah Road. 
All the dinos, found around here 
Banjo’s fossil, roamed the inland waters. 
Wade and Cooper, as big as the sky 
Matilda from the Mesas were amazing finds. 
Jundah road, take me home 
To the place I belong 
Town of Winton, Dinorama 
Take me home, Jundah Road. 
I hear the roars of the Dinosaurs a calling 
The Museum show reminds me of the days gone by. 
And drivin’ down the road I get a feelin’ 
Of the times of million years ago, of million years ago. 
Jundah Road, take me home 
To the place I belong 
Town of Winton, Dinorama 
Take me home, Jundah Road. 

I am home and I have found 
The best place in Winton Town 
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   ON THIS DAY – 
Article submitted by Frank Standfast 

On this day in 1956 the Central Queensland Herald reported a 

“Wild brawl in Winton Street” 

More than 60 old and new rate shearers clashed in a wild free-for-all in Winton on Saturday. 

THE brawl, which began in a hotel bar and ended in the street outside.  

One shearer was taken to hospital with scalp wounds. He is Barry Grant, 24, married, of 

Winton. The Winton Hospital said tonight that Grant's condition was satisfactory, but he was 

being kept in hospital for few days.  

The fighting began in the bar of the 

hotel about 1:30p.m. after loud arguing 

between the shearers and shouts of 

"Scabs* by old rate men. Within minutes 

the crowded bar was spattered with 

blood as men closed in swinging wildly. 

The fight spilled out into the street 

where a large crowd blocked the street 

to watch.  

Only one constable was on duty at the 

Winton Police station at the time. He ran 

to the scene but could not separate the 

men. He called for help “in the name of 

the law” and a few bystanders moved in 

to break up the fighting.  

Two other members of Winton four-man 
police unit were called on duty to stop 
the brawl. New fighting broke out later 
behind another hotel, but soon broke 
up.    

 

WORST CLASH. 

Winton residents said tonight was the 
town's fifth and most serious clash between shearers in the past few months.  

Some declared that yesterday’s brawl had been secretly “arranged" between the two groups 
of shearers as a test of strength. 

Police at Winton said today they had made no arrests as a result of the brawl but were 
"making investigations." 
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SUDUKO 

 

Using logic and reasoning you must 
fill the remaining empty cells in each 
of the 12 puzzles with a digit from 1 
to 9, such that each digit from 1 to 9 
appears: 

✓ exactly once on each row  
✓ exactly once in each column  
✓ exactly once in each of the 

nine delineated 3x3 squares. 
 

Last week’s solution: 
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