
THE 

WINTON HERALD 
 

 

The Winton Herald is a volunteer-produced newssheet for Winton Business & Tourism Association facilitating and supporting 
business, tourism, and community of Winton Shire since 1967.  

For a full colour version please head to: www.winton.qld.gov.au/community/winton-herald  

 

 

Issue 20 | Edition 6 “Winton’s News for Winton” 12 March 2021 
 

Royal Theatre gets new Life 
Article by Jeff Close 

Recent weeks have seen a team from the extended Evert family, travelling back to Winton 
from all around Queensland, to complete the first round of renovations in their quest to bring 
the iconic Royal open-air Theatre back to life.  This iconic 103-year-old theatre is just one of 
two open-air theatres still operating in Australia and it had been in the Evert family since 
1937.  The team are supporting the small not for profit organisation, Winton Movies Inc 
(WMI), who have been established to bring the Royal Theatre Winton back to life. 

Geraldine Coughlan, daughter of Vince Evert, is passionate about the project and says she 
wants to build on the family’s lifetime preservation of the theatre.  Importantly, Geraldine 
says, “this is a unique opportunity to evolve the theatre into a world class multipurpose facility 
and for it to become a cultural epicentre for the local Winton community and the Queensland 

outback.”     

James Evert adds, “Our heritage is in Winton 
and we see this project will bring new 
audiences and new events to Winton, 
contributing to sustainable economic and 
employment activity for the region.”   

WMI member Lydia Evert also chairs the 
Business Development subcommittee.  She 
says, “We are a group of passionate 
volunteers who are motivated to support the 
region and we can’t wait to see our big plans 
for this old girl.  Everyone we talk to is excited 

about the project and we are building a fantastic network of partners who are right behind 
us.  I can’t thank Gavin Baskett and the Winton Shire Council enough for their support. 
Likewise, we have had great support from local business and tourism associations.” 

WMI is currently completing the first stage of the renovations, primarily in the Candy 
Bar.   This is currently being funded through grants and a fundraising campaign will contribute 
to completing the works.  Project Manager Gavin Evert said, “After we complete the Candy 
Bar, we need to enclose the projection room to protect the equipment from the elements.   

Continued on Page 4
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 Winton Business & 
Tourism Association 
President:   Hylton Ward  

Vice President:  Jeff Close 

Treasurer:   Vicki Jones 

Secretary:   Kate Cremin-Rose 

Editor:   Position Vacant 

Publication Purpose 
The Winton Herald is a not-for-profit 
publication produced by volunteers of the 
Winton Business & Tourism Association. 

All our volunteers who assist in production 
of this weekly publication have 
commitments to full-time employment and 
their families outside of their volunteer 
responsibilities to The Winton Herald.

Editorial Submissions 
The Winton Herald currently does not have a local journalist/editor and as such we are relying 
on community members to submit articles for publication. If you have recently been involved 
in running an event, please send a short article and a photo or two to the Editor at 
wintonheraldeditor@gmail.com for inclusion in the next available issue. Please note 
submission deadline of 8pm Monday for all articles and photos. Articles may be edited for 
length or consistency. 

Advertising Submissions 
Advertising helps to cover our costs of production and ensure that we can continue providing 
a free weekly publication. All advertisers require a credit account with the Winton Business & 
Tourism Association, if you are a new advertiser please email coordinator.wbta@gmail.com 
for an account application form. 

Advertisements should be emailed to the Editor at wintonheraldeditor@gmail.com with the 
following details: 

• Size of ad placement 
• Date the ad is to be run and if the same ad repeats 
• Ad should be attached as a PDF or JPG 

Ad Rates 
Quarter Page   $  16.50 
Half Page    $  27.50 
Full Page    $  55.00 
AGM Notice    $    5.00 
Births, Deaths, Marriages  $    5.00 
Back Page Sponsor (1/12Pg) $110.00/YR 

Bank Details 
Name: WBTA 
BSB:  034-228 
ACC:  106-325 
Please quote invoice 
number as your 
reference

mailto:wintonheraldeditor@gmail.com
mailto:coordinator.wbta@gmail.com
mailto:wintonheraldeditor@gmail.com
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 What’s On? 
Date Event Information 

Sat 13 
March 

2021 John Villiers Outback Art 
Prize Awards and Major 
Opening 

6pm – 8pm Outback Regional 
Gallery. Cash Bar. Raffles. No 
RSVP. All Welcome 

Sat 13 
March 

Corfield & Fitzmaurice AGM Corfield & Fitzmaurice Historic 
Building 

Sat 13 
March 

QBOA Meeting Boulder Opal Motel 11.00am 

Mon 15 
March 

WBTA AGM & General Meeting Board Room Neighbourhood 
Centre 5.30pm 

Fri 19  
March 

Council Meeting Board Room Winton Shire Council 
8.00am 

Fri 19 March The National Drought and Flood 
Agency and Rotary Australia 

Winton Shire Council Hall 

Fri 26 March Ayrshire Field Day Ayrshire Hills Winton  
10.00am to 12.30pm 

Sat 27 
March 

North Gregory Turf Club Races  

   

   

 

Help keep us up to date! 
Please submit your events, with location and time to 

wintonheraldeditor@gmail.com 

The WBTA hopes to have your event in our calendar at least two 
weeks prior to its occurrence to give those living out of town a chance 
to attend. In the past, many have commented that they did not know 
an event was on until it was too late - we are hoping to change that!

  

mailto:wintonheraldeditor@gmail.com
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 Continued from Page 1 
We are building more deck chairs, have flooring to repair so it is safe, and the bathrooms need 
work.”    

As for the upcoming tourist season, Lydia tells us that Nostalgia Nights will return on 
Wednesday.  The theatre is booked for the Way Out West Festival, Vision Splendid and they 
are looking to do something special in the week of the Outback Festival.  In addition, Lydia 
says, “We are exploring showing feature films that locals and tourists will love, plus seeking 
other opportunities to partner with local tourism providers, so that we can create truly iconic 
experiences for visitors to Winton.” 

You can follow Winton Movies Inc on Facebook for the latest updates and photos of the 
renovations.  Also look out for the new Royal Theatre Winton website going live soon.  

 

Diamantina Devil represents Winton 
Article by Cr Frank Standfast 

The recent two-day junior rugby league carnival the 
Adrian Vowles Cup was held recently in Charleville. This 
year only one young Diamantina Devil made the trip 
south, Kelly Remfrey made the 1400km round trip with his 
mum Rebecca to play in his third carnival, first time in the 
under 16 team.  

Forty teams competed 
this year from places 
such as Mackay, 
Toowoomba, Ipswich, 
St George and 
everywhere in 
between. Central West 
entered teams in both 
the under 14 and under 

16s as well as 3 U17 girls that combined with other towns 
to make up the numbers. Central West U14 lads came away 
with a win against Redcliffe while the U16 lads defeated 
Red Bulls in the final minute of their game. Rebecca said 
the trip was made worthwhile for her when young Kelly 
presented his mother with her very own Tambo Teddy as a 
show of appreciation for taking him down. The Adrian 
Vowles Cup is held each year to keep rugby league strong in the country areas as well as 
keeping the inter town rivalry alive and well. 
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 Back Page Sponsor Highlight 
Winton Business & Tourism Association encourages you to support those businesses that 
support our local Paper 

The Winton Pharmacy has been a foundation store of the Winton community since 1879.  Mr 
Peter Evert, a born and bred Winton local purchased the Winton Pharmacy in 1963 (after 
completing his Pharmaceutical degree by apprenticeship) and it has been in the Evert/Ludwick 
family since then. Peter owned the Winton Pharmacy for over 40 years and has seen the 
township survive flood and drought and become a tourism hotspot.  Kieran Ludwick, Peter 
oldest child, also born and bred in Winton, purchased the Pharmacy in 2007 and has 
continued the proud family tradition of supporting the Winton Community through the 
Winton Pharmacy.  

The Winton Pharmacy had a major renovation in 2015 to allow for better access for all of the 
community. One of the key goals of the renovations was easy access for all – therefore the 
Pharmacy has extra wide walkways so that mobility scooters and wheelchairs can manoeuvre 
easily in the store.  Kieran has proudly repurposed the Silky Oak timber from the walls to 
create the timber display cases that house the original Kodak cameras and old pharmacy 
paraphernalia in the centre of the Pharmacy.  

Call into the pharmacy for all your health care needs, gifts and cosmetics.  

Winton Pharmacy is open:  Monday – Friday:  8:30 am to 5pm  Saturday:   9 am to 12 midday 
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 Minister views Grasshopper devastation 
Article by Cr Frank Standfast 

Last Saturday (6 March 2021) Minister for Agricultural Industry Development the Honourable 
Mark Furner MP visited Winton to meet with Winton Shire Councils elected members and 
local graziers to see firsthand the impact of the recent grasshopper plague on the grazing 
industry. 

While in Winton Minister Furner visited Oondoroo Station 
and met with local graziers Jason Turnbull, Bruce & 
Madison Godfrey and Chris Meikle to hear about the 
devastation of the country and its impact on their 
business, this is the third year running for many places in 
the district where long awaited rain has produced some 
grass only for it be decimated by the marauding insects 

A Working Group has been established by Department of 
Agriculture & Fisheries to gather information and work 

toward a long-term solution, Minister Furner has pledged to support this group for as long as 
needed to find a solution.  

Minister Furner was accompanied in Winton by DAF staff who gave an update on their 
progress as well as what they are hoping to achieve going forward, their hope is to have an 
Australian Pesticides & Veterinary Medicines Authority Permit within the next week to allow 
graziers access to an accredited chemical. 

The Minister expressed his gratitude to those present for 
their time to attend and especially to Mr Turnbull for allowing 
access to his property. 

Winton's Mayor Gavin Baskett said " It was great to have 
Minister Furner in Winton on Saturday to see first hand the 
devastation the grasshopper plague is causing, we have been 
lobbying hard to get some assistance for our Graziers because 
this is the third year in a row that many of our properties have been eaten out by 
grasshoppers, I'm hoping the establishment of this working group will come up with a long 
term solution"  
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