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     A NEW ERA FOR THE ROYAL THEATRE WINTON 
Story by Ian Kelleher                                                                                                                               Article 1 of 3 

The Royal Theatre Winton has been the centre of the local culture and social scene since 
1918.  Now, 103 years later, the theatre is operated by a not-for-profit group called Winton 
Movies Inc. (WMI).  The team is 100% volunteer based and they are 
motivated to contribute to the local community through restoration 
of the theatre, bringing new events to Winton and regular movie 
screenings. Jeff Close is the WMI Chairperson, “Our purpose is 
centred on promoting film and cultural experiences for the benefit 
of the local Winton community and our many visitors the 
Queensland Outback.  We strongly believe the theatre can be an 
iconic creative and cultural epicentre for the Winton community.”  
If you haven’t visited the theatre this year, you’ll will love the 
renovations and improvements already completed.  In February the 
Candy Bar and Foyer had a complete makeover and it has become a crowning glory for the 
theatre.  In addition, the Museum has become a major feature having been relocated to 
the street frontage, 100 new canvas seats have been added and the bathrooms have been 
upgraded. Jeff explains, “we still have a lot of work to be done.  The next priority project is to 
enclose the projector room so that we can protect the digital projector and we are making 
plans for further upgrades, when we raise the funds.” The upgrades and renovations are being 

funded through grass roots fundraising and grants. The team have 
just launched a limited number of Foundation Memberships so you 
can directly contribute to the preservation of Royal Theatre Winton 
and be part of its future.  As a Royal Foundation Member, a 
nameplate will be dedicated to the member and will be proudly 
displayed on one of the iconic canvas chairs in the theatre – your 
own Royal Deckchair.  The membership also entitles you to receive 
special privileges and membership of the organisation.  If you are 
interested in knowing more, you can visit the new Royal Theatre 
Winton website – www.royaltheatrewinton.com.au – to view the 

details and secure your own Royal Deckchair.            

https://royaltheatrewinton.com.au/get-involved/
http://www.royaltheatrewinton.com.au/
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Winton Business & 
Tourism Association 
President:   Hylton Ward  

Vice President:  Jeff Close 

Secretary:   Vicki Jones 

Treasurer:   Kate Cremin-Rose 

Editor:   Jodie 

Publication Purpose 
The Winton Herald is a not-for-profit 

publication produced by volunteers of the 

Winton Business & Tourism Association. 

All our volunteers who assist in production 

of this weekly publication have 

commitments to full-time employment and 

their families outside of their volunteer 

responsibilities to The Winton Herald.

Editorial Submissions 
The Winton Herald currently does not have a local journalist/editor and as such we are relying 

on community members to submit articles for publication. If you have recently been involved 

in running an event, please send a short article and a photo or two to the Editor at 

wintonheraldeditor@gmail.com for inclusion in the next available issue. Please note 

submission deadline of 8pm Monday for all articles and photos. Articles may be edited for 

length or consistency. 

Advertising Submissions 
Advertising helps to cover our costs of production and ensure that we can continue providing 

a free weekly publication. All advertisers require a credit account with the Winton Business & 

Tourism Association, if you are a new advertiser, please email coordinator.wbta@gmail.com 

for an account application form. 

Advertisements should be emailed to the Editor at wintonheraldeditor@gmail.com with the 

following details: 

• Size of ad placement 

• Date the ad is to be run and if the same ad repeats 

• Ad should be attached as a PDF or JPG 

Ad Rates 
Quarter Page   $ 16.50 

Half Page    $ 27.50 

Full Page    $ 55.00 

AGM Notice    $   5.00 

Births, Deaths, Marriages  $   5.00 

Back Page Sponsor (1/12Pg) $ 110.00/YR 

Bank Details 
Name: WBTA 

BSB:  034-228 

ACC:  106-325 

Please quote invoice 

number as payment 

reference

mailto:wintonheraldeditor@gmail.com
mailto:coordinator.wbta@gmail.com
mailto:wintonheraldeditor@gmail.com
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What’s On? 
Date Event Information 

 Sat 24th July Winton Camel Races 9am Winton Show Grounds 

 Sun 25th July Movie ‘Dawn Rider’ 7.30pm The Royal Theatre 

Wed 28th July Nostalgia Night 7.30pm The Royal Theatre 

Thurs 29th & 
Fri 30th July 

Pfizer Covid-19 Vaccinations at the 
Council Facilities 

Bookings 1800 953 703 
Mon-Fri 8.30am-3.30pm 
CW-COVAX@health.qld.gov.au 

Fri 30th July Movie ‘The Greatest Showman’ 7.30pm The Royal Theatre 

Sat 31st July Corfield Races  

Sun 1st Aug Movie ‘The Lawless Frontier’ 7.30pm The Royal Theatre 

Sat 7th Aug ‘The Dressmaker’ Costume 
Exhibition VIP Opening 

The Outback Regional Gallery 

Mon 9th Aug ‘The Dressmaker’ Costume 
Exhibition - open to the public 

The Outback Regional Gallery 

Thurs 12th 
Aug 

AstraZeneca Covid-19 Vaccinations 
at the Winton Hospital 

Bookings 1800 953 703 
Mon-Fri 8.30am-3.30pm 
CW-COVAX@health.qld.gov.au 

Thurs 12th 
Aug 

Winton District Historical 
Society Monthly Meeting 

5.00pm Banjo Paterson Reading Room 

Sun 15th Aug ‘The Dressmaker’ Film Screening 7.30pm The Royal Theatre 

         
    Help keep us up to date! 

Please submit your events, with location and time to 

wintonheraldeditor@gmail.com 

The WBTA hopes to have your event in our calendar at least two 

weeks prior to its occurrence to give those living out of town a chance 

to attend. In the past, many have commented that they did not know an event was on until it 

was too late - we are hoping to change that

mailto:wintonheraldeditor@gmail.com


THE WINTON HERALD          EDITORIALS 

THE WINTON HERALD   Page | 4 

                                 WINTON DEVILS AT LAURIE SPINA 
Article from Mandy Smith 

Our under 11’s Winton Devils team travelled to Townsville 
last weekend to play in the Laurie Spina carnival. We 
welcomed Nate, Pattison and Seth from Moranbah, Cooper 
and Lachlan from Moura, Cooper from Barcy and Brayden 
from Biloela to make up our team. 
This was the first time our players from Winton had 
experienced a carnival and they were in awe of the 70 teams 
and 8 fields! 
Our first game against the Western Lions was where we found our feet and the players started 

working as a team. There were some great runs from Logan, Nate and Seth. In a great show of 

sportsmanship teams formed tunnels and clapped other teams on and each team awarded a 

players player from the opposite team each game. Players player for this match was Seth. We 

had a special guest, Laurie Spina himself come and give the kids a pep talk which was amazing! 

Our next game, against the Mareeba Gladiators, found us 

scoring some tries with Cooper, Seth and Nate going 

over. Players player was Nate who also did a great job of 

helping direct play. 

After our second game 8 of our players competed in the 
relay race with all other 70 teams! It was amazing to see 
everyone running at the same time and it’s safe to say 

there are some very fast 11 year olds! 
The game against the Calliope Roosters was a close game with tries to Cooper, Logan and 
Lachy. Players player for this match was Logan. 
Our last game was a tough game against Edmonton Storm with Nate going over for a try. 
There was plenty of defence happening with Max and Logan stepping up. Players player for 
our last game of the day was Nate. 
The second day was a bright and early start with our first game against the Mackay West 
Tigers at 8am. It was a hard and fast game with our 
players working together well. Chad had some quick little 
runs from dummy half and worked well with Bella at first 
receiver. There were some big runs and tackles with Bella 
taking a big hit like a champ! Cooper scored a double in 
this game with his fast and hard running and was the 
players player for this match. 
Our next game was against the Clermont Bears. This saw Cooper from Barcy as dummy half 

and Amber as first receiver. These two really found their voices in this game, with some good 

runs and offloads and Amber was awarded players player for this game. Jude fired up with a 

couple of good runs and even better tackles. Brayden made some excellent runs in attack and 

was unlucky to narrowly miss a try. A try for Cooper and Patti in this game. 
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Our last game for the carnival was against Townsville Brothers Blue and we really performed. 

Ethan and Max worked well as dummy half and first receiver and Ethan had some fast runs 

from dummy half and great kicks. Players player was awarded to Amber taking her second for 

the day and really showing potential! Tries for Lachy and Seth in this game. Next stop was the 

Queensland Country Bank Stadium where we saw the Cowboys play the Roosters! Even 

though the result didn’t go our way it was a great experience. We may have even seen a 

couple of local gloating Roosters supporters on the way out.  

We would like to give a big shout out to the Emerald 

Tigers who were staying next door and didn’t hesitate 

to give us a lift in their coach! 

Huge thanks to Carly and Dan for their coaching 
expertise and Seth Black for being our League-safe 
official for the whole weekend. 
Thank you to our sponsors, families and community 

members who helped us in any way. Your support is appreciated 

                         A WINTON SPORTS STAR 
Article submitted by Tina Elliott 

Winton sends a big congratulations to Piper Godfrey for being selected as the Captain of the 

North Queensland Cross Country Team.   

Piper represented her school, All Souls St Gabriels 

School in the NQ Trials in early June and placed 2nd 

at this event.    From this, she was selected to 

complete in the QLD State Championships at 

Limestone Park, Ipswich. This event was held over 

the weekend of Saturday 17th July – Piper, as usual, 

gave it her absolute best and placed a fantastic 

41st.  This was the third time Piper had been invited 

onto the NQ Cross Country Team.  What a credible 

effort, Piper.    You are a star! 

On an unfortunate note,      

Ned Elliott who was also 

selected to compete with the 

NQ Team was unable to attend 

due to an ankle injury he 

sustained in a football match prior to the end of Term 2.  (This also took 

him out of the Schoolboys Confro Cup) 
Photos by Liz Godfrey  
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CORRECTION TO ARTICLE 9th July 2021 

The Editors recently received an email about an article we ran in the 9 July 2021 edition that 
had some incorrect information. We are therefore printing an amendment with the correct 
information 
The article made reference to the house, ‘Yelvertoft’, in Charters Towers, once owned by 
James Mitchell of Winton.  It said, in part: “The house was then transported from Winton to 
Charters Towers.”  This statement is incorrect.  ‘Yelvertoft’ was never moved to 
Winton.  Other houses had already been brought to Winton from Charters Towers.    
  
Here is some further information which might be of interest. 
‘Yelvertoft’ was built about 1906 for David Rollston, a leading mine manager in Charters 
Towers.  The house was named after the village in which Rollston was born in 
Northamptonshire, England.  Rollston died in 1912.  His three surviving sons were already 
established on the land, so they put ‘Yelvertoft’ on the market.  In 1917, probably in the early 
part of the year, James Mitchell bought it for a ‘couple of thousand pounds’ with the intention 
of moving it to Windermere, his property to the south of Winton.  It was soon realised that 
‘Yelvertoft’ was too large to be moved.  It was realised, however, that the house provided new 
opportunities for the education of Mitchell’s children.  
Three of the Mitchell children were withdrawn from the Winton school in May 1917, and were 
enrolled in Charters Towers schools.  At that stage neither Thornburgh nor Blackheath had 
opened.  James and Frank were two of the initial eleven students enrolled at Thornburgh 
College in June 1919.  Catherine eventually enrolled at Blackheath in 1921. 
James Mitchell spent little time in Charters Towers, preferring to remain in Winton with his 
business, though he did join the Civic Club in Charters Towers.  James and his eldest son, 
Alexander William (Willie), remained in Winton while his wife (Eva) and the other five children 
lived in ‘Yelvertoft’ for a few years. Mitchell put ‘Yelvertoft’ on the market in June 1919 at 
£2000.  It was sold to Rev. Francis Bacon during the first half of 1920, at a price which 
attracted a reference to Mitchell’s “great generosity”.  The first students were enrolled there 
on 1 October 1920. Eva Mitchell returned to Winton along with her daughter Jess, who 
enrolled in the Winton school in June of that year.  She became a student at Blackheath in 
1929 but remained for a year only. 
The Blackheath property was placed on the market in 1982, and the remaining students left 
there in the following year.  As your article says, the building was destroyed by fire in 1992.  It 
was the second Charters Towers heritage building in six months to fall victim to fire. 
 
This updated information has been provided by Brian Hedges, husband of Jean who is one of 
the grand-daughters of James and Eva Mitchell. 
 

 

                                                         TAA in Winton                           TAA at Winton Airport 
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                                   CHIT CHAT 
*Recent Birthdays: Stephanie Grant, “Little” John 

Durack, Wesso, Teonie Dwyer & Anne Seymour 

*The Grant family travelled to Roma last week to 

attend the official opening of IOR Roma Cattle Cross 

Loader which was dedicated to the memory of the late 

Alan “Buddo” Grant 

*Tuckerbox Café at the Waltzing Matilda Centre 

reopened last weekend after being closed for some 

time. New proprietors Brent & Katrinna opened the 

doors Saturday morning to a mixed crowd of locals 

and travellers sampling their coffee  

*Jake & Milly took a quick break away to wet a line or 

two and attend the footy 

*Congratulations to Christopher Patterson & Bridie 

Jackson who announced their Engagement last week 

*Stewart & Claudia had a weekend away reportedly 

browsing jewellery shops  

*Ex Winton Devil Junior Kurt Mann was selected as 

19th man for Queensland for the last State of Origin 

game on the Gold Coast, well done Kurt 

*Some new faces at the Waltzing Matilda Centre 

recently with Peta & Shannon starting as Visitor 

Experience Officers and Abbey Buckham as the new 

Tourism & Economic Development Manager 
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        NEW CONTAINER REFUND POINT FOR WINTON                               
Winton residents have a new place to return 

eligible beverage containers for a 10-cent refund 

through the Containers for Change scheme. 

Outwest Container Exchange is now receiving 

containers for refund every Saturday morning at 

the Eric Lenton Memorial Recreation Grounds. 

The previous refund point on Elderslie Street is 

no longer accepting containers. The new pop-up 

refund point opened on July 10 and will be open 

every Saturday at the recreation grounds 

between 8am and noon.  

The Containers for Change scheme offers a 10-cent refund for every eligible container 

returned at a registered refund point in Queensland. Queenslanders have proven themselves 

avid recyclers, with more than 4 billion containers and over $400 million in refunds claimed 

since the scheme was implemented in late 2018. This has contributed to a 54 per cent 

decrease in beverage container litter in the environment. “It is important that everyone in our 

regional areas has access to recycling,” said Ken Noye, chief executive of Container Exchange, 

the not-for profit organisation that administers the Containers for Change scheme. “Together 

we are making a positive impact on local communities and the environment, but there is more 

work to do. “We urge everyone in Winton to use the pop-up refund point on Saturdays and 

claim the cash in their containers.” Winton residents can access the refund point by entering 

the Memorial Recreation Grounds via Fraser Street.  

For more information on the Scheme visit www.containersforchange.com.au/qld  

For more information, please contact: Trad McLean, Public Relations Advisor Container 

Exchange m | 0412 809106 e | trad.mclean@containerexchange.com.au  

w | containerexchange.com.au  

Cleaning up our state since November 2018, 

Containers for  

Change aims to increase recycling rates and reduce 

litter by allowing Queenslanders to exchange 

eligible drink containers to either earn a 10-cent 

refund for each container returned, or donate the 

proceeds of those refunds to their nominated 

community group.  

COEX is the non-profit organisation that 

implements the Containers for Change scheme. 
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Hi All Winton Residents 
RE: WINTON SHIRE COUNCIL ARTS AND 
CULTURAL STRATEGY (2021-2026) 
OK WINTON! HERE IS YOUR OPPORTUNITY TO 
TELL US WHAT YOU WANT TO HAPPEN 
WITHIN THE NEXT 5 YEARS! 
We’ve included some of the points you’ve 
previously put forward. Please let us know if 
we’ve missed anything. The draft discussion 
paper and short survey has been designed 
from your ideas and suggestions from 
community consultations in April. 
This voting survey is exclusively for Winton 
residents and current stakeholders invested in 
Winton. We invite all First Nations people and 
Traditional Owners to provide feedback. 
To access the Winton Shire Council Arts and 
Cultural Strategy (2021-2026) discussion 
paper and survey click on the link below: 
https://www.winton.qld.gov.au/news/article/
146/winton-shire-council-arts-and-cultural-
strategy 
Survey closes C.O.B Friday 30th July 

 

https://www.winton.qld.gov.au/news/article/146/winton-shire-council-arts-and-cultural-strategy
https://www.winton.qld.gov.au/news/article/146/winton-shire-council-arts-and-cultural-strategy
https://www.winton.qld.gov.au/news/article/146/winton-shire-council-arts-and-cultural-strategy
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SUDUKO 

 

Using logic and reasoning you must 
fill the remaining empty cells in each 
of the 12 puzzles with a digit from 1 
to 9, such that each digit from 1 to 9 
appears: 

✓ exactly once on each row  
✓ exactly once in each column  
✓ exactly once in each of the 

nine delineated 3x3 squares. 
 

Last week’s solution: 
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