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FOREWORD BY MAYOR 
 
Winton Shire has a geographical area of 54,000km² situated in Central  Western 

Queensland. The shire has a population of approximately 1,466 residents, which can 

increase by four hundred and fifty (450) during tourism season (March to October). There is  

one main town being Winton (1200) and three (3) small communities of Corfield, Opalton and 

Middletown  with less than twenty (20) people. Winton Shire has a diverse landscape of 

mitchell grass plains and spinifex being broken in many areas with channels, mesas and  hill 

formations and hard ironstone ridges and intersected by the Diamantina River and the 

Western River and their tributaries.     

 

Winton Shire has developed this Local Disaster Management Plan in conjunction with 

community, state and federal statutory authorities as well as other government and non 

government organisations. The plan has identified a number of situations and events that 

could potentially cause disastrous outcomes for our residents and visitors.   

The aim of the Local Disaster Management Plan is to provide a clear and concise framework 

of procedures and information that will enable Winton Shire, its agents and other support 

organisations to effectively deal with any perceived threats, emergencies or declared 

disasters which may affect or are affecting the safety of the communities, our environment, 

industries and people under its jurisdiction and care. 

It was the intention of Winton Shire in the development of the Local Disaster Management 

Plan to produce a document that is simple and readable without compromising its 

affectability and workability for agents having to rely upon it and work with it during times of 

crisis.  

 

It is Winton Shire’s belief that where practical, training on readiness and prevention are 

crucial to minimising potentially disastrous situations. But in the case of an unavoidable 

disaster arising we have also identified the need to develop a Local Disaster Management 

Plan that caters for an unlikely situation where a person or persons unfamiliar or with little 

knowledge of our district can also confidently manage any situation by using the information 

contained within this document. 

This plan will only ever be as good as the effectiveness and commitment made by the 

various individuals and organisations that have had involvement in its drafting and adoption.   

 

 We pray that this plan is never activated and it remains as a mantle of safety for our shire.   

 
Ed Warren 
Mayor  
Winton Shire 
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Dated: 31st December 2008 
 
 
Authority to Plan 

 
The Disaster Management Act 2003 (DM Act) requires comprehensive disaster management 
plans to be developed.  This Local Disaster Management Plan for Winton Shire is prepared 
under Section 57 of the Disaster Management Act 2003 and replaces the former Winton 
Shire Counter Disaster Plan. 

 
 
Approval of Plan 

 
The Winton Shire Local Disaster Management Plan has been prepared by the members of 
the Winton Shire Local Disaster Management Group in accordance with the Disaster 
Management Act 2003, s. 57. 

 
The Plan is hereby recommended for distribution by the Winton Shire Local Disaster 
Management Group. 
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Amendment Register and Version Control 

 
Comments and amendments relation to this Plan should be forward to: 

 
The Executive Officer 
Winton Shire Local Disaster Management Group 
P.O. Box 288 
WINTON  QLD 4735 
 
Or faxed to 46571 342 
Or e-mailed to ceo@winton.qld.gov.au 
 

Proposed amendments which affect procedural matters will require prior review and approval 
by the Winton Shire Counter Disaster Committee. 
 
Proposed amendments of a minor nature e.g. names, telephone numbers, addresses etc., 
which do not affect procedural matters, will be dealt with administratively and promulgated as 
per the Distribution List. 
 
Amendments should be inserted into the Plan in a timely manner when received. 
 
 
 
 
Disaster Management Plan Version Control 

 
Version Date Prepared by Comments 
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Distribution List 
 

APPOINTMENT/ORGANISATION NUMBER OF COPIES 
Winton Shire Council                -            Mayor 
                                                               Chief Executive Officer 
                                                               Library 
                                                               Front Desk 
                                                               Airport Manager 
                                                               Engineer 

6 

Disaster District Coordinator 1 

SES – Winton Shire 2 

Area Director – Emergency Management Queensland  1 

Winton Police 1 

Queensland Fire and Rescue Service  1 

Rural Fire Services District Inspector 1 

Queensland Ambulance Service 1 

Winton Hospital - Medical Superintendant 1 

Winton Hospital – Director of Nursing 1 

Queensland Rail 1 

Ergon Energy – Winton 1 

Winton State School 1 

St Patrick’s School 1 

Telstra – Longreach 1 

Department of Primary Industries and Fisheries 1 

Department of Communities 1 

Roadtek – Main Roads Winton  1 

Queensland Health 1 

 
Definitions  

 
Chairperson: 
A person appointed by Winton Shire Council as chairperson of the Winton Shire Local 
Disaster Management Group 

Command: 
The direction of agency members and resources in the performance of the agency’s roles 
and tasks. Authority to command is established by legislation or by agreement with the 
agency.  Command relates to agencies only, and operates vertically within the agency. 

Control: 
The overall direction of the activities, agencies or individuals concerned. Control operates 
horizontally across all agencies, functions and individuals.  Situations are controlled. 

Coordination: 
The bringing together of agencies and individuals to ensure effective Disaster Management, 
but does not include the control of agencies and individuals by direction. 

Deputy Chairperson: 
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A person appointed by Winton Shire Council as deputy chairperson of the Winton Shire  
Local Disaster Management Group. 

 
Disaster Coordination Centre: 
A centre established at Local level as a centre of communication and coordination during 
response and recovery operations. 

Disaster: 
A disaster is a serious disruption in a community, caused by the impact of an event that 
requires a significant coordinated response by the State and other entities to help the 
community recover from the disruption. 

Disaster District: 
A part of the State prescribed under a regulation as a disaster district. 

Disaster Management: 
Arrangements about managing the potential adverse effects of an event, including, for 
example, arrangements for mitigating, preventing, preparing for, responding to and 
recovering from a disaster. 

Disaster Management Plan: 
A plan prepared under Part 3 of the Disaster Management Act 2003. 
 
Disaster Management Group: 
Means the State group, a District Group or a Local group. 

Disaster Operations: 
Activities undertaken before, during or after an event happens to help reduce loss of human 
life, illness or injury to humans, property loss or damage, or damage to the environment, 
including for example, activities to mitigate the adverse effects of the event. 

Disaster Situation: 
A disaster situation declared under section 64(1) or 69 of the Disaster Management Act 
2003. 

District Disaster Coordinator: 
A person appointed as a District Disaster Coordinator under section 25 of the Disaster 
Management Act 2003. 

District Group: 
A District Disaster Management Group established under section 22 of the Disaster 
Management Act 2003 for each disaster district. 

Evacuation: 
The voluntary or involuntary removal of persons or things from a disaster area. 

Event: 
An event means any of the following:- 
 

(a) A cyclone, earthquake, flood, storm, storm tide, tornado, tsunami, volcanic  
 eruption or other natural happening; 

 
(b) An explosion or fire, a chemical, fuel or oil spill, or gas leak; 
 
(c) An infestation, plague or epidemic; 
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(d) A failure of, or disruption to, an essential service or infrastructure; 
 
(e) Road accident or aircraft accident; 
  
(f) An attack against the State; 
 
(g) Another event similar to an event mentioned in paragraphs (a) to (e). 

 
An event may be natural or caused by human acts or omissions. 

Executive Officer: 
A person appointed by the Winton Shire Council as Executive Officer of the Winton Local 
Disaster Management Group. 

Fire Act: 
The Fire and Rescue Service Act 1990. 

Fire Prevention: 
Taking measures in readiness for fire to reduce potential danger to persons, property or the 
environment. 

Health Officer: 
(a) a government health officer; or 
(b) a non-government health officer. 

Local Controller: 
A person appointed under Section 85(1) of the Disaster Management Act 2003 as the Local 
Controller of the SES unit. 

Local Disaster Management Group: 
The persons appointed by the Winton Shire Council as members of the Winton Local 
Disaster Management Group as set out in s.33 Disaster Management Act 2003. 

Local Disaster Management  Plan: 
A plan prepared under Part 3 of the Disaster Management Act 2003. 

Local Group 
Means the Local Disaster Management Group. 

Mitigation: 
Measures taken in advance of an event aimed at decreasing or eliminating its impact on the 
community and environment. 

Preparedness: 
Action designed to minimise loss of life and property damage, and to organise and facilitate 
timely and effective operations for response and recovery in case of disaster. 

Prevention: 
In relation to a disaster includes the identification of hazards, the assessment of threats to 
life and property and the taking of measures to reduce or eliminate potential loss of life or 
property and protect economic development. 

Recovery: 
In relation to a disaster includes the process of returning an affected community to its proper 
level of functioning after a disaster.  This process is divided into Initial Recovery and Long 
Term Recovery/Reconstruction. 
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� Initial Recovery – the aim of initial recovery operations is to satisfy personal and 
community needs, and to restore services to the level where the continuing 
process can be managed by Local Government and normal responsible 
agencies. 

� Long Term Recovery – long term recovery, reconstruction or rehabilitation 
measures are the subject of separate arrangements. 

 
Resources: 
Includes food, manpower, any horse or other animal, vehicle, vessel, aircraft, plant, 
apparatus, implement earthmoving equipment, construction equipment or other equipment of 
any kind or any means of supplying want or need. 

Response: 
In relation to a disaster includes the process of combating a disaster and of providing 
immediate relief for persons affected by a disaster. 

Risk: 
Expected losses (of lives, persons injured, property damaged, and economic activity 
disrupted) due to a particular hazard for a given area and reference period.   Based on 
mathematical calculations, risk is the product of hazard and vulnerability. 

State Emergency Service: 
Means the State Emergency Service established under section 81 of the Disaster 
Management Act 2003. 

State Group: 
The State Disaster Management Group established under Section 17 of the Disaster 
Management Act 2003. 

Warning: 
Dissemination of messages relating to relevant hazards, which may include advice on 
protective measures. 
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Abbreviations  
 

BoM  Bureau of Meteorology 

COAG  Council of Australian Governments 

DDC  District Disaster Coordinator 

DDMG  District Disaster Management Group 

DOT  Department of Transport 

DPI  Department of Primary Industries and Fisheries 

DES  Department of Emergency Services 

EMA  Emergency Management Australia 

EMQ  Emergency Management Queensland 

EPA  Environmental Protection Authority 

IPA  Integrated Planning Act 

LDCC  Local Disaster Coordination Centre 

LDMG  Local Disaster Management Group 

LDMP  Local Disaster Management Plan 

QAS  Queensland Ambulance Service 

QFRS  Queensland Fire & Rescue Service 

QH  Queensland Health 

QPS  Queensland Police Service 

RFS  Rural Fire Service 

SDMG  State Disaster Management Group 

SES  State Emergency Service 

SOP  Standard Operating Procedures 

SPP  State Planning Policies 

SEWS  Standard Emergency Warning System 
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Section 1 – Introduction 
1.1 Introduction 
 
The Disaster Management Act 2003 requires that a Local Government must 
prepare a plan for Disaster Management in the Local Government’s area. The 
plan must include provision for: 
 

� The State Group’s strategic policy framework for Disaster Management 
for the State and the Local Government’s policies for Disaster 
Management;  

� The roles and responsibilities of entities involved in Disaster 
Operations and Disaster Management in the area; 

� The coordination of Disaster Operations and activities relating to 
Disaster Management performed by the entities mentioned above; 

� Events that are likely to happen in the area; 
� Strategies and priorities for Disaster Management for the area; 
� The matters stated in the Disaster Management guidelines as matters 

to be included in the plan; and 
� Other matters about Disaster Management in the area the Local 

Government considers appropriate. 
 
1.2    Purpose of Plan 

 
The purpose of the Winton Local Disaster Management Plan is to comply with 
the requirements of the Disaster Management Act 2003 and to ensure 
community safety through the development of effective Disaster Management 
strategies in order to ensure effective co-ordination of available resources to 
assist communities to: 
 

� Mitigate wherever possible, the potential adverse effects of an event; 
and 

� Prepare for managing the effects of an event;  
� Effectively respond to, and recover from, a disaster or an emergency 

situation. 
The Local Disaster Management Plan has not been developed for the 
management of: 
 

� Commonly occurring incidents which are within the capacity of the 
individual combat agencies of the Department of Emergency Services 
& Queensland Police Services;- or 

� Major incidents which are within the capacity of the nominated lead 
agency with a threat specific role. 

 
However, elements of the Local Disaster Management Plan may be 
activated in support of a lead agency responding to  a major incident. 
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1.3   Key Objectives 

 
Winton Local Disaster Management Group 

 The role of Council’s Local Disaster Management Group:- 

1. Raise and maintain an effective local emergency unit. 
2. Prepare, maintain and test a Disaster Management Plan for the 

Shire of Winton. 
3. Advise and assist during Disaster Operations. 

 
1.4    Integration with Council’s Corporate and Ope rational 

Planning Processes 
 
The Winton Shire recognises the importance of integrating Disaster Management 
with the Councils Corporate Plan.  Mitigation measures are addressed through 
the Plan. 
 
1.5    Local Disaster Management Group 

 
The Disaster Management Act requires that a Local Government appoint a 
person as a member of the District Disaster Management Group.  The Local 
Government must as soon as practicable after making such appointment, inform 
the Executive Officer of the State Group and the District Disaster Coordinator of 
the District Group, of the appointment. 
 
In order for the District Disaster Coordinator to be appraised of current 
information, the appointee should provide progress reports at the District Disaster 
Management Group meetings and provide a yearly written report. 
 
1.6    Review of relevant policy issues 
 
The Local Disaster Management Group will ensure that the Local Disaster 
Management Plan complies with all relevant legislation, policies and the State 
Disaster Management Groups Strategic Policy Framework for Disaster 
Management for the State. 
 
All relevant legislation and policies are to be reviewed on a regular basis to 
ensure compliance. 
 
Relevant legislation and policies include- 

• Disaster Management Act 2003 

• State Disaster Management Group – Re-supplying isolated 
communities policy and procedures 

• State Disaster Management Group-Natural Disaster Relief 
Arrangements 

• Longreach District Disaster Management Plan 
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1.7    Membership of Local Disaster Management Grou p 
 

The Winton Shire Council has established a Local Disaster Management Group 
as a requirement under s. 29 of DM Act 2003) and the functions of the Group (s. 
30 of the DM Act 2003).  

 
The membership and contact details of the Local Disaster Management Group is 
annexed to this plan at Annexure A.  

 
The Disaster Management Act 2003 stipulates: 
 
1. A local Disaster Management group consists of the persons appointed as 

members of the group by the relevant Local Government for the group; 
2. At least one person appointed to the group must be a Councillor of a Local 

Government; and 
3. The relevant Local Government for a local group may appoint a person as a 

member only if it satisfied the person has the necessary expertise or 
experience to be a member. 

 
The following officers are members of the Winton Shire Local Disaster 
Management Group: 

Core/Quorum 

� Mayor, Winton Shire Council 

� Chief Executive Officer, Winton Shire Council 

� Shire Engineer, Winton Shire Council 

� Winton SES Local Controller 

Functional 

� Officers in Charge Queensland Police Service – Winton Police Station; 

� Officer in Charge Queensland Ambulance Service;  

� Officer in Charge Queensland Fire & Rescue Service; 

� Winton Hospital Director of Nursing 

Advisory 

� Ergon Energy 

� Rural Fire Service – Winton Representative 

� Department of Primary Industries and Fisheries – Winton Stock Inspector 

� District Manager – Emergency Management Queensland 

� Supporting Advisors – Representatives from other agencies, industries, or 
community organisations deemed necessary to act as advisors for both 
planning and operation arrangements 

� Department of Communities – Community Recovery Support and 
Assistance 

� Telstra   
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1.8    Notice about membership of a Local Disaster Management 

Group 
 

The relevant Local Government for a local group must, at least once a year, give 
written notice of the members of the group to;- 

(a) The Executive Officer of the State Group; and 

(b) The District Disaster Coordinator for the disaster district in which the 
local group is situated. 

 
 
The 2009 desk top exercise is to be instigated before the 1st May 2009. 
 
The 2009 real scenario exercise is to be instigated before the 1st September 
2009. 
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1.9 Relevant Contacts – Roles and Responsibilities 
 

Disaster 
Management 

Function 

Responsible 
Organisation/ 

person 
Key accountabilities 

Group 
Management 

Chairperson – 
Winton Shire 
Local Disaster 
Management 
Group 

• Preside at meetings of LDMG. 
• Determine time and place for LDMG meetings. 
• Activate LDMG as appropriate and after consultation 

with the relevant controlling authorities. 
• Activate Disaster Coordination Centre as a response 

to worsening situation or at the request of relevant 
control authority. 

• Operational decision making. 
• Release of community information regarding the event 

through media liaison officer or delegate. 
• Conduct debriefs as soon as possible at conclusion of 

operation but within 7 days. 
 Deputy 

Chairperson – 
Local Disaster 
Management 
Group 

• Preside at meetings of LDMG in absence of 
Chairperson. 

• Perform functions of Chairperson when delegated. 

 Executive Officer 
– Winton Shire 
Local Disaster 
Management 
Group  

• Assist the LDMG manage and coordinate its 
business. 

• Assume coordinating role in the event of disaster 
when necessary, or when requested by control 
authority. 

• Notify DDC & XO to the DDMG (EMQ Area Director) 
of alert/standby/action. 

• Maintain close liaison with DDC & XO to the DDMG, 
SES and other combat authorities in the event of a 
disaster/emergency. 

• At conclusion of operations and on advice from 
control authority, recall participating organisation and 
close down Disaster Coordination Centre.  

Plan 
Management 

Winton Shire 
Local Disaster 
Management 
Group 

• Ensure that Disaster Management and Disaster 
Operations in the area are consistent with the State 
Groups strategic policy framework for Disaster 
Management for the State and Disaster Operations in 
the area. 

• Develop effective Disaster Management and regularly 
review and assess the Disaster Management Plan. 

• Assist Winton Shire Council to prepare a Local 
Disaster Management Plan. 

• Identify, and provide advice to the Longreach District 
Disaster Management Group about support services 
required to facilitate Disaster Management and 
Disaster Operations in the area. 

• Ensure the community is aware of ways of mitigating 
the adverse effects of an event and preparing for, 
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responding to and recovering from the disaster. 

• Manage Disaster Operations in the area under 
policies and procedures decided by the State Group. 

• Provide reports and make recommendations to the 
Longreach DDMG about matters relating to Disaster 
Operations. 

• Identify, and coordinate the use of resources that may 
be used for Disaster Operations in the area. 

• Establish and review communications systems in the 
group and with the Longreach DDMG in an event of a 
disaster. 

• Ensure information about a disaster in the area is 
promptly given to the Longreach DDMG. 

• Conduct annual exercises to test/review Local 
Disaster Management Plan. 

• Coordination of activities of member organisations in 
times of emergency. 

Liaison with 
District Group 
 

Chairperson – 
Local Disaster 
Management 
Group 
Executive Officer 
– LDMG  

• Attend meetings of DDMG. 
• Liaise with Executive Officer District Disaster 

Management Group in relation to advice and support 
services available to the local group. 

Community 
Awareness 

Local Disaster 
Management 
Group 

• Develop community awareness and education 
programs on an annual basis 

• Conduct community awareness/education programs. 

• Provide & distribute information brochures to 
members of public. 

Operational 
planning 

Winton Shire 
Members Local 
Disaster 
Management 
Group 

• Regularly review and revise Local Disaster 
Management Plan – Sub Plans to ensure operational 
readiness. 

• Prepare Standard Operating Procedures relevant to 
all areas of operations. 

Coordination of 
Disaster 
Management 
training 

Executive Officer 
and Area Director 
Emergency 
Management 
Queensland 

• Conduct annual exercise to test/review Local Disaster 
Management Plan and ensure staff is trained in 
Disaster Management. 

• Conduct skill audit of disaster coordination centre 
volunteers. 

• Identify training requirements of disaster coordination 
centre volunteers. 

• Implement/resource training courses for disaster 
coordination centre volunteers. 

• Identify training requirements of other Disaster 
Management staff. 

• Implement/resource training courses for Disaster 
Management staff. 
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1.10 Review and Renew Plan 
 
The Winton Shire will review the local Disaster Management plan twice a year – July 
and November.  The Local Government must review the effectiveness of the plan at 
least once a year (s 59 of the DM Act 2003). 

 
When reviewing the effectiveness of the plan annually, the LDMG should include a 
minimum of one practical exercise per annum, involving as many relevant 
organisations, authorities and stakeholders as possible. 
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Section 2 – Disaster Risk 
Management 
 
2.1 Community Context 

 

Feature Relevant information and considerations 

 
Geography 
 

 
Winton Shire is centred on the pastoral town of 
Winton located 22.4516 s  143.042 e, some 188m 
above sea level,  located 190km north west of 
Longreach and 1358km by car north west of 
Brisbane. 
 
The Shire has an area of 53,820 km2. 
  
Winton Shire consists of mitchell grass downs, hilly 
areas with spinifex and tree lines of gidyea, 
coolibah, mulga and ghost gums. The country is fed 
by the Diamantina and Western Rivers which join to 
drain into the Lake Eyre Catchment . 
 

The most Important road in the Shire is the Matilda 
Highway which runs from Longreach North west 
through Winton and on towards Cloncurry.  
 

Winton Shire is situated in the transition from ‘Semi-
Arid’ to ‘Arid’ zone of the Central West Statistical 
Division of Queensland and covers an area of 
around 60900km2. Its neighbouring local authorities 
are Barcoo Shire, McKinlay Shire, Cloncurry Shire, 
Boulia Shire, Longreach Regional Shire, Barcaldine 
Regional Shire, Richmond Shire and Flinders Shire. 

 
Natural disasters in Winton Shire of concern are 
flooding, severe winds, storms and bushfires. 
 

 
Climate and weather 
 

Average rainfall is about 411mm per year, generally 
between December and March.  The summer 
temperature range is 20-25 0C min. and 34-40 0C 
max. On average each year, Winton experiences 33 
days when the maximum temperature exceeds 
400C. The winter temperature range is 3-9 0C min. 
and 18-24 0C max. 
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Population 
 

Population of the shire is 1,466 permanent 
residents.  Of this, 1,200 reside in Winton, 10 in 
Corfield, 5 Middletown and 5 Opalton. The balance 
are scattered over the area on remote station 
properties and mining/industrial locations. 
The population can increase during the winter 
months when approximately 450 tourists and grey 
nomads move through, camp and visit various 
locations throughout the Shire. 
 

 
Community capacity 
 

The community’s capacity to respond to a disaster 
event is limited.   Resources would be quickly 
depleted and assistance would be required. 
 

 
Industry 
 

Major Industries: Beef production, goats and sheep 

Value of Production = $17.7M (yr ended March 99) 

Local Government is a major employer in the Shire  

Major Industries: Service industries 

                                          Tourism 

 

 
 
Public buildings, spaces, and 
events 
 

• Winton Shire Sporting Events          
(Festivals, Football, Rodeo’s etc) 

• Winton Shire Hall 
• Eric Lenton Recreation Reserve 
• Winton Showgrounds 
• Winton Memorial Swimming Pool 
 

 
Critical infrastructure 
 

• Standby Power Station – Winton 
• Water Treatment Plant 
• Airstrips 
• Transport/Roads 
• Sewerage Treatment plant and sewers 
 

 
Essential services 
 

• Winton Hospital 
• Police 
• QFRS – Urban Operations 
• QFRS – Rural Operation 
• SES 
• QAS 
• Roadtek 
 

Hazardous sites 
 

• Liquid gas storage sites 
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2.2 Hazards 
• Flood 
• Dust storms (Severe Windstorms) 
• Bush fires 
• Earthquake 
• Major Transport Accident (Road/Air) 
• Hazchem & Hazardous material incident 
• Natural Gas Accident 
• Exotic Disease 
• Pandemic Influenza 

WINTON SHIRE HAZARD RISK EVALUATION 

Event Risk Consequence 

Flood Almost Certain MAJOR 

Severe Windstorm 
and Tempest 
damage 

 

Almost Certain 

 

MODERATE 

Major Transport 
Accident (Road/Air) 

Possibly MODERATE 

Earthquake Rare MINOR 

Fire (Urban) Almost Certain MINOR 

Fire (Rural) Almost Certain MAJOR 

Hazchem & 
Hazardous material 
incident 

Possible MODERATE 

Natural Gas 
Accident 

Possibly MODERATE 

Exotic Disease Unlikely MAJOR 

Pandemic Influenza Possibly MAJOR 
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2.2.1 FLOOD – CONTROL AUTHORITY LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
 

Diamantina River, Western River, and their tributaries   

The Diamantina River flows north to south through the Shire.  Winton’s township fringe is 
prone to flooding from the Western River channels and Mistake Creek to the south.  The 
biggest floods occur when all local creeks peak at the same time. This primarily 
transpires following extreme weather conditions associated with the summer monsoon 
influence.   

Task Control Support Action 

Public Information 
Warnings   Council 

Bureau of 
Meteorology 

Flood height reports, 
warnings, situation reports, 
answer to queries, media. 

Road Closure 
Traffic 

Council/ 
Roadtek Police Signing of unsafe roads or 

roads liable to damage. 

Evacuation Police SES 
Removal of people and 
effects from threatened 
areas. 

Rescue Police SES 
Rescue & recovery of 
trapped persons.  

Welfare SES 

Dept of Communities 
Religious Fraternities  
Council 
CWA 

Food and shelter for 
homeless. 

Communications SES Council LCC, supplied by Police HF 
& Council UHF, Sat Phones 

Water Services Council Qld Health Provision of safe drinking 
water. 

Power/Electricity Ergon  Safety of power supply and 
maintenance of services 

Emergency Medical 
Treatment 

QAS RFDS 
Winton Hospital 

Treat injuries.   
Prepare for transport. 

Medical Transport QAS SES 
 
Transport to hospital 
 

Debris Removal Council 

RFS 
RoadTek  
SES 
WorkCamp 

Clean up. 
Protection of property from 
further damage. 

Public Health Council Qld Health 
 
Preventative measures. 
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2.2.2 STORM – CONTROL AUTHORITY – LOCAL AUTHORITY  
 

The community can expect severe wind/hail/lightning storms through the months 
September to April.  Wind storms have unroofed a number of buildings and dust can be 
a traffic nuisance causing poor visibility and the possibility of accidents.  Possibility of 
long periods with loss of services eg electricity. 

 
Task 

 
Control 

 
Support 

 
Action 

Damage 
assessment 

Council SES 

Provide information of numbers & 
type of building & infrastructure 
damage.  Tarping of properties 
as prioritised. 

Information Council 
Police  
SES 
 

Advise media of damage, 
casualties, transport or 
communication disabilities,   
Field enquiries at disaster  co-
ordination centre (if necessary). 

Evacuation Police SES Remove persons from dangerous 
situations 

Traffic Police 
SES 
Council 
RoadTek 

Signs and directions to keep 
vehicles from unsafe area and to 
allow priority travel for authorised 
vehicles 

Communications SES 
Council 
Police 
Telstra 

Radio or telephone 
communications to take requests 
for assistance or answer queries 
or request assistance to co-
ordinate services 

Rescue QFS 
QAS 
Police  
SES 

Rescue & recovery of trapped 
persons 

Emergency Medical 
Treatment QAS 

Winton 
Hospital  
RFDS 

Treat injuries.   
Prepare for transport. 

Medical Treatment Winton 
Hospital 

 
QAS 
RFDS 

Treatment of injured including 
trauma counselling 

Security of Property Police 
SES 
Council 

Physical protection of property in 
unoccupied damaged buildings, 
police patrol, SES and Council 
make secure. 

Welfare SES 

Religious 
fraternities 
Council 
Dept of 
Communities 
CWA 

Provide immediate shelter for 
homeless 

Power/Electricity Ergon  
To repair electricity lines and 
make area safe 

Building Damage Council 
SES 
WorkCamp 
QBuild 

Remove debris for public places 
Inspect damage 
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2.2.3 TRANSPORT ACCIDENT – CONTROL AUTHORITY – POLI CE 
 
The growing tourist traffic and possibility of accident involving trucks/buses and 
small vehicles is a major concern.  Council and the local SES consider this to be 
the most likely emergency to face this community. 

Frequent road trains pose a real danger in the shire due to their frequency of 
movement, narrow roads and the travelling surface being mainly unsealed. 

 
 
 
Task 

 
Control 

 
Support 

 
Action 

Traffic control Police 

SES 
QFS 
Council 
RoadTek 

Direction and signs 
around scene 

Scene security Police SES Preserve scene for 
photos etc 

Rescue 
QFS 
 

Police 
SES 
QAS 

Rescue & recovery 
of trapped persons  

Communications Police SES 

Police radio/mobile 
to coordinate 
services and 
required assistance 

 
Emergency medical 
treatment 

QAS 
 
Winton Hospital 
RFDS 

Treat injuries.   
Prepare for 
transport. 

 
Medical transport 

 
QAS 

 
SES 

 
Transport to hospital 

Medical treatment Winton Hospital 
 
QAS  
RFDS 

Treatment of injured 
including trauma 
counselling 

Public information Police Mayor 

Media release on 
incident, field 
enquiries and report 
to locals 

Power/Electricity Ergon  Define & secure 
area of safety. 

 
Fire QFS 

Police 
QAS Extinguishment 

Lighting  SES Council 
Provision of lighting 
to accident site. 

Debris removal 
Council/ 
RoadTek 

SES 
WorkCamp 

Clean up at end of 
investigation and re-
open road 
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2.2.4 AIR TRANSPORT ACCIDENT – CONTROL AUTHORITY – POLICE (Until 
BASI) 
 
Winton has a number of commercial air services to Longreach and Townsville per week 
through a Regional Carrier. In addition there are private aircraft using the Winton Airport.   

 
Task 

 
Control 

 
Support 

 
Action 

Rescue QFS 
Police 
QAS 
SES 

Rescue & recovery of 
trapped or injured 
persons 

Investigation 
Police,  
CASA  

Investigate cause of 
accident. 

Evacuation of Crash 
Site 

Police 
 
SES 
 

Remove persons from 
threatened areas. 

Communications Police 
SES 
Council 
 

Communications 
between units at scene, 
to District Officer and 
outside. 

Traffic Control – 
Scene Police 

SES  
RoadTek 
Council 

Keep traffic away to 
facilitate essential 
access. 

Security Police SES Preserve scene for 
CASA. 

Public 
Police 
CASA Council 

Media and information 
public enquiries. 

Fire QFS SES Extinguishment 
 
Emergency Medical 
Treatment 

QAS 
 
RFDS 
Winton Hospital 

Treat injuries.   
Prepare for transport. 

 
Medical Transport 

QAS RFDS 
SES 

Transport to hospital 
 

Medical treatment Winton 
Hospital 

 
QAS  
RFDS 

Treatment of injured 
including trauma 
counselling 

Power/Electricity Ergon  Define & secure area of 
safety. 

Welfare SES 
Religious Fraternities, 
Dept of Communities, 
CWA  

Accommodation for any 
homeless. 

Building Damage Council SES Secure incident area 

Wreckage Removal CASA 
Owner,  
Council,  
Police 

Removal of aircraft for 
and after investigation 
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2.2.5 FIRE (URBAN) – CONTROL AUTHORITY – QUEENSLAND  FIRE 
SERVICES 
Winton, Corfield and Middleton have a number of weather board structures 
(business and domestic) that could pose a potential fire risk. Old electrical wiring, 
excess power load variations and lightning strikes could be the source of fire. 

 
Task 

 
Control 

 
Support 

 
Action 

Fire fighting QFS  QFS Extinguish/control fire 
situation 

Evacuation – Area 
- Scene 

Police 
 

SES 
QFS 
 
 

Remove persons from 
threatened areas.  
Notify surrounding 
properties. 

Communications QFS 
 
 

Police  
SES 
Council 

Communicate between 
units and outside 
bodies. 

Traffic control Police SES 
Council 

Clear access for 
essential traffic.  Keep 
others out of danger 
area. 

Rescue QFS QAS 
Police  
SES 

Rescue & recovery of 
trapped persons 

Chemical incident QFS  Police  
SES 
EPA 

Prevent spread of 
chemical – 
contain/neutralise/dilute. 

Evacuation Police SES Remove persons from 
threatened areas 

Emergency medical 
treatment 

QAS Winton Hospital 
RFDS 
 

Treat victims and fire 
fighters, prepare for 
transport. 

Medical transport QAS SES 
QAS 
RFDS 

Transport to hospital. 
 

Medical treatment Winton Hospital QAS 
RFDS 

Treatment of injured 
including trauma 
counselling 

Building safety Council SES Post fire fighting 
determination. 

Scene security Police SES Prevent disturbance of 
evidence.  Protect 
property. 

Public Information Police Council Media information 
enquiries and local 
enquiries – post fire. 

Power lines Ergon   Define & secure area of 
safety 

Welfare SES Religious Fraternities 
Council  
CWA 
Dept of Communities 

Provide shelter for any 
homeless. 

Removal of debris Council SES 
WorkCamp 

Clear debris from public 
areas. 
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2.2.6 BUSH FIRE – CONTROL AUTHORITY – QUEENSLAND FI RE 
SERVICES 
 
Bush fires are a risk depending on the season and grass growth.  Resources and 
accessibility make fires difficult to manage. 

 
 
Task 

 
Control 

 
Support 

 
Action 

Fire Fighting QFS  

Neighbouring  QFS 
Units 
SES 
Council 
RoadTek 

Control & Extinguish 
Fire 

Evacuation - Area 
- Scene 

Police 
 

SES 
 

Remove persons 
from threatened 
areas.  
Notify surrounding 
properties. 

Communications RFS 
 

Police 
SES 
Council 

Communications 
between fire units 
and outside bodies. 

Public Information QFS 
 Council 

Media and 
Information 
enquiries. 

Traffic Control Police 
SES  
Council 

Clear access for 
essential traffic.  
Keep others out of 
danger. 

 
Power Lines 

Ergon  Define & secure 
area of safety 

 
Emergency 
Medical Treatment 

QAS 
Winton Hospital 
RFDS 
 

Treat injuries.   
Prepare for 
transport. 

Medical Transport QAS SES 
Transport to 
hospital. 

Medical Treatment Winton Hospital  
QAS 
RFDS 

Treatment of injured 
including trauma 
counselling 

Welfare SES 

Religious 
Fraternities, 
Dept of Communities, 
Council, CWA  

Provide food and 
accommodation for 
any homeless. 
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2.2.7 HAZMAT – CHEMICAL INCIDENT - CONTROL AUTHORIT Y – QFS 
 
CHEMICAL INCIDENT/ACCIDENT  
Hazardous chemicals being spilled after an accident is also of concern, due to 
the frequent transport of dangerous chemicals throughout the Shire.   

The guidelines adopted by QFS on HAZMAT incidents are to be followed if an 
event of this nature was to occur. 

 
 
Task 

 
Control 

 
Support 

 
Action 

Chemical 
identification 

QFS  
 

RACE 
HAZMAT 
Chemical 
Manufacturer 

Secure chemical ID 
& determine risk 

 
Incident 
Fire/Chemical 
Control 

QFS 

 
Police 
QAS 
SES 

Control, 
Containment 
Extinguishment or 
Removal 

Traffic control Police 
SES 
Council 
RoadTek 

Clear access for 
essential traffic.  
Keep others out of 
danger. Detours as 
required 

Rescue QFS 
Police 
QAS 
SES 

Rescue & recovery 
of trapped or injured 
persons 

Communications QFS 
Police 
QAS 
SES 

Police radio/mobile 
to coordinate 
services and 
required assistance 

 
Emergency medical 
treatment 

QAS Winton Hospital 
RFDS 

Treat injuries.   
Prepare for 
transport 

Medical Transport QAS SES 
Transport to 
hospital. 

Medical treatment Winton Hospital QAS 
RFDS 

Treatment of injured 
including trauma 
counselling 

Public information Police Council 

Media release on 
incident, field 
enquiries and report 
to locals 

Debris removal Council/RoadTek 

Police 
QFS  
SES 
Manufacturer/Owner 
of Product 

Clean up at end of 
investigation and  
re-open road 
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2.2.8 EXOTIC DISEASE (ANIMALS) - CONTROL AUTHORITY –  DPI & F 
  
The guidelines of the Department of Primary Industries and Fisheries and AusVet 
Plan to be followed. 

 
Task 

 
Control 

 
Support 

 
Action 

Identification and 
reporting DPI & F Council 

Police Test & Identification. 

Scene security DPI & F  Police 
SES 

Site Management. 

Containment 
 
DPI & F 
 

 
Police  
SES 

Set up boundaries, 
signage & security 

Communications DPI & F  
Police 
SES 

Radio/mobile to 
coordinate services 
and required 
assistance 

Emergency medical 
treatment 

QAS RFDS 
Treat injuries.   
Prepare for 
transport 

 
Medical transport 

 
QAS 

 
SES 

Transport to 
hospital. 

 
Medical treatment Winton Hospital 

QAS 
RFDS 

Treatment of injured 
including trauma 
counselling 

Public information DPI&F 
Minister for Primary 
Industries 

Media release on 
incident, field 
enquiries and report 
to locals 

Debris removal DPI&F SES 
Council 

Clean up at end of 
investigation  

 

For more detailed guidelines please refer to the Emergency Animal Diseases Sub-
Plan.  
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2.2.9 PANDEMIC INFLUENZA -  CONTROL AUTHORITY – QLD  HEALTH  
 

QHealth would be the lead Agency in a pandemic influenza outbreak.    

 
Task 

 
Control 

 
Support 

 
Action 

 
Identification and  
control 

QLD Health Council 
QAS 

Test & Identification 

Containment QLD Health 

Police 
Council 
SES 
QAS 

Set up boundaries, 
signage & security 

Public Education 
 
QLD Health 
 

Council 
Winton Hospital 
QAS  

Ensure 
information 
accessible to the 
Community  

 
Communications 
 

 
QLD Health 

Police 
Council 
Winton Hospital 
QAS 

Police radio/mobile 
to coordinate 
services and 
required assistance 

 
Emergency 
medical treatment 

QLD Health QAS 
RFDS 

Treat injuries.   
Prepare for 
transport 

Medical transport QAS SES Transport to 
hospital. 

Medical treatment Winton Hospital QAS 
RFDS 

Treatment of injured 
including trauma 
counselling 

Public information 
 
QLD Health  
 

Council 
Winton Hospital 
QAS 

Media release on 
incident, field 
enquiries and 
report to locals 

 

 
For more detailed guidelines please refer to the Sub-Plan.  
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2.3 RISK MANAGEMENT STUDIES 
 
 
Winton Shire Natural Disaster Risk Management Report was completed in 2002 
by George Bourne and Associates. 
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2.4 Recommended Mitigation Strategies 

Specific mitigation strategies recommended are set out in the following tables. The treatment options are categorised 
under the Responsible Agency. Each mitigation strategy is described along with the estimated costs, potential funding 
source and the timeframe needed to achieve the outcome. 

1. Winton Shire Council 
 

Endorsed Treatment Estimated Cost Funding Source Timeframe 

Ensure Disaster Plan is current Within existing budget Winton Shire Council Annual 
Update 

 
Update and maintain planning maps to display identified flooding 
risk areas 

TBA Winton Shire Council 24 months 

 
Conduct a public awareness campaign to ensure residents are 
aware of noxious weeds. 
Co-manage campaign with the Lake Eyre Basin Coordinating 
Committee 

TBA Winton Shire Council 12 months 

 
Recommend emergency flares are available at Middletown, Lark 
Quarry Air Strips. 

TBA Council 12 months 

 
Investigate appropriate stretch of straight road that can be used 
for emergency aircraft landing 

TBA Winton Shire Council 24 months 

 
Conduct an investigation of past NDRRA claims to identify the 
road sections that are most frequently damaged and which result 
in the highest NDRRA claims and obtain a report on the cost to 
upgrade each section to a higher flood immunity 

TBA 
 

Winton Shire Council 
(existing funding streams) 24 months 
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Endorsed Treatment Estimated Cost Funding Source Timeframe 

 
Identify and confirm back up facilities should currently locally 
available health/medical care facility has to operate at reduced 
capacity 

TBA 
Winton Hospital Disaster 
Management Plan 
Qld Health 

24 months 

Encourage annual pre-storm season clean up by picking up 
rubbish Within existing budget Winton Shire Council Annual Event 

 

2. Winton Shire Council Local Disaster Management G roup 

Endorsed Treatment Estimated Cost Funding Source Timeframe 

 
Conduct a public awareness campaign to ensure residents living in 
flood prone areas are aware of the risks and the steps needed to be 
taken in such events 

Within existing budget Winton Shire Council  Annual Event 

 
Conduct a public awareness campaign to ensure residents living in 
fire prone areas are aware of the risks and the steps need to be 
taken 

Within existing budget Winton Shire Council Annual Event  

 
Conduct a public awareness campaign to ensure residents are 
aware of the risks and the steps need to be take in a severe storm 
event 

Within existing budget Winton Shire Council  Annual Event 
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3. Individual Agencies 

Endorsed Treatment Estimated Cost Funding Source Timeframe 

 
Conduct a public awareness campaign to ensure residents are 
aware of noxious weeds. 
Co-manage campaign with the Desert Channel Committee 

 

Winton Shire Council 
Desert Channels Committee 
DPI & F 
DNR&W 

On going 

4.  Rural Fire Services 

Endorsed Treatment Estimated Cost Funding Source Timeframe 

 
Encourage hazard reduction burns around residences in fire prone areas 

Within existing 
budget 

QFS Annual Event 

 
Each rural property owner to establish and maintain a network of fire 
breaks in accordance with the requirements of the act 

Within existing 
budget QFS - Rural Annual Event 
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Section 3 – Prevention 
 
 
3.1 Building Codes and Building-Use Regulations 

 
Winton Shire Council abides by the State Building Code and relevant regulations in 
relation to planning and approving of new development within the Shire. 
 
3.2 Legislation  
 
Winton Shire Council complies with the Integrated Planning Act (IPA) and other 
applicable legislation that is required of Winton Shire Council. 
 
3.3 Public Education 

The Disaster Risk Management Project Team identified risk treatment options by 
taking each identified risk and evaluating what intervention strategies are 
possible. Risk treatments typically fall into the categories of: 

� Public knowledge, awareness and preparedness 
� Engineering and public works measures 

Public Knowledge, Awareness and Preparedness 

Public information and awareness campaigns are conducted on an annual basis. 
The Disaster Risk Management Project Team has recommended that this be 
continued and expanded to ensure that residents living in specifically hazardous 
area and tourists etc are aware of the risks and the steps needed to be taken in 
such an event. 

Preparedness for natural hazards includes all organisations having disaster plans 
in place to cope with the highest probable maximum event. Recommendations 
have been put forward to ensure all organisation Disaster Plans are kept current 
for all expected natural hazards. It has also been recommended that an 
economic response plan be formulated to ensure local businesses and the local 
economy can recover as quickly as possible from the effects of natural hazards. 

Local information is available via the Winton Shire Council and publications of 
awareness information in Local publications – The “Winton Herald” (a local news 
letter) and Q Gap Newsletter (QPS). 
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Section 4 – Preparedness 
 
4.1  Event Co-ordination 
 
A basic requirement of Disaster Management response is a well equipped 
coordination centre capable of being made operational at short notice and having 
the capacity to accommodate all control personnel. 
 
The development of a standard operating procedure for the Winton Shire 
Disaster Coordination Centre will be undertaken as an ongoing phase in the 
development of this Plan. 
 
Responsibility - The Local Disaster Management Group is responsible to the 
District Disaster Management Group for the efficiency of Local Government 
operational coordination arrangements. As such, the Local Disaster Management 
Group is responsible for the provision of a local Disaster Coordination Centre. 
 
 
PRIMARY EMERGENCY COORDINATION CENTRE: 
 
 The Winton Shire Council Disaster Coordination Centre is located:- 
 

Council Chambers  
75 Vindex Street 
Winton    

 
Should the Council Chambers become unusable for any reason;  
 
SECONDARY LOCATIONS for an alternative coordination centre will be 
established at:  
 
 Winton Shire Council 
 Works Depot 

Sesbania Street 
Winton 

 
 
Functions - The functions carried out in the Disaster Coordination Centre are:- 
 

� To coordinate Local Government and community resources in support 
of agencies involved in response and recovery operations; 

� To coordinate resources allocated to Local Government through the 
District Disaster Coordination Centres; and 
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� The collection, collation and dissemination of information to the District 
Disaster Coordination Centre and the community. 

 
Operational staff for the Disaster Coordination Centre is to be provided from a list 
of Council staff and other volunteers. The Winton Shire Council will assign 
telephones as needed.  
 
In emergency/disaster situations, the combating and support organisations 
should send an Emergency Services Liaison Officer (ESLO) to the Disaster 
Coordination Centre. These liaison officers should have the authority to commit 
their respective resources if so required. The Emergency Services Liaison Officer 
should of necessity, be of senior rank and have communication with their own 
organisations. 
 
Each control authority and support organization will establish its own 
headquarters to control its own resources. The relevant Control Authority will 
determine the siting and location of any Forward Command Post. 

  

4.2  Warning Systems and Public Information  
 
4.2.1 Warnings 
 
The preparation and issue of warnings shall be the responsibility of the Primary 
Organisation identified in the Management Structure.  

 
4.2.2 Public Information 
 
At a local level, the release of information to the community regarding the 
emergency, and associated threats, will be the responsibility of the Chairperson 
of the Local Disaster Management Group or his delegate. 
 
Situations will arise that will require the release of information relevant to Disaster 
Management.  
 
Radio 4LG, West FM and ABC Radio Longreach (24hr contacts listed in 
Annexure A) together with the “ Winton Herald Newsletter”, email and faxes  will 
be utilised to provide information. Attempts will be made to utilize other radio 
stations and TV channels. 
 
Regular news sheets produced through the Winton Shire Council office will be 
made available at evacuation centres, where possible. 
 
At the local level the Chairman of the Local Disaster Management Group will be 
the point of contact to conduct and release media information. 
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4.2.3 Reporting  
 
All response organisations are to submit regular situation reports to the 
Emergency Co-ordination Centre. 

 
The Chief Executive Officer is to collate any reports received and supply regular 
situation reports to the Mayor and or his/her Delegate. 
 
4.2.4 Requests for External Assistance 
 
Any requests for assistance from outside Winton Shire are to be made by the 
Mayor and or his/her Delegate.  Such requests shall be forwarded by the Mayor 
and or his/her Delegate through the Executive Officer, Longreach Disaster 
District.   

 
4.2.5 Conferences – Protracted Operations 
 
Should damage or disruption be to such an extent that operations are to continue 
over a number of days, the policy of daily meetings with officers in charge of 
control authorities and support organisations will be implemented for the purpose 
of co-ordinating efforts and establishing priorities. 

 
4.2.6 Communications 
 
Primary and Support organisations have their own internal radio networks, and 
are connected to the Emergency Co-ordination Centre by a Liaison Officer from 
each organisation who is stationed at the Emergency Co-ordination Centre.
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4.3 Response Capability 
An explanation of current capability and possible assistance that may be requested through the DDMG as identified through an 
examination of current arrangements.  This is referenced in the DM Act 2003 in Section 30(1)(d). 
 
Measurement of response capability may be achieved through operational activation or by the conduct of exercises.  Refer to exercise 
table. 

 
 

Date 
 

Type 
 

 
Process 

 
Participants 

 
Specific lessons 

learnt 

 
Opportunities for 

improvement 
(identify these in 

priority) 

 
Action Plan 

(actions 
derived from 

lessons learnt) 

 
Completion Date 
(for evaluation of 
implementation of 

Action Plan) 
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Section 5 – Response 
5.1    Activation 
 
The Chairperson of the Local Disaster Management Group or his delegate has 
the responsibility for activating the Disaster Coordination Centre. 
 
Activation of the Disaster Coordination Centre will normally occur:- 
 

(a) As a response to a worsening situation and is thus responsive to an 
alert warning system; or 

(b) Because of other circumstances, where no warning is possible, at the 
request of the responsible control authority. 

 
Activation of the Disaster Control Centre is as per Standard Operating 
Procedures included under Annexure to the Plan (Standard Operating 
Procedures). PRESENTLY BEING DEVELOPED 
 
5.2     Initial Impact Assessment 

 
The Chairman or his/her delegate will control and monitor the assessment of the 
initial impact and will provide a situation report if necessary to the Disaster 
District Coordinator. 
 
5.3    Stages of Activation 

 
The following sequence of events will be used:- 
 
(a) Pre-impact and Impact Stages  
 

Plan Phases 
 

1. Warning  ALERT 
2. Threat   STAND-BY 
3. Impact  STAND-BY/ACTION 
 

(b) Control Stage 
 

1. Assessment  STAND-BY/ACTION  
2. Rescue  ACTION 
3. Relief   ACTION 
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1. Alert 
 
Upon receipt of warning or information that an emergency/disaster may occur, or 
affect the relevant area of responsibility, the organisations must be alerted to 
ensure its readiness to act if called upon. 
 
2. Standby 
 
As the threat or the effects of an emergency/disaster becomes imminent, 
members of the relevant organisations or sections are placed on stand-by, being 
ready to move immediately when they are called. 
 
3. Action 
 
Upon the decision of the Chairperson of the Local Disaster Management Group 
to mount an operation, all required members are called to their posts.  Such 
posts may be pre-planned and/or as dictated by the emergency situation. 
 
The Alert and Stand-by phases may not be possible if the disaster strikes without 
warning. In addition, the situation may dictate that while some members are 
called out, others will remain on stand-by. This will ensure back up and continuity 
of staffing if the operations are prolonged. 
 
4. Stand-down 
 
The Chairperson of the Local Disaster Management Group in consultation with 
the relevant Control Authority will determine at what time the stand-down phase 
will be initiated to conclude an operation.   Upon being advised of the conclusion 
of an operation the Executive Officer will coordinate the recall of participating 
organisations and the closure of the Disaster Coordination Centre. 
 
5. Debrief 
 
The Chairperson of the Local Disaster Management Group is to conduct an 
operation debrief with the Officers in Charge of the Control Authorities and 
supporting organisations as soon as possible within seven days after the 
completion of the operation. 
 
The Officers in Charge of participating organisations are to ensure that their 
members are appropriately debriefed. 

 
5.4  Accessing Support 

 
Under the Queensland Disaster Management system – once local government 
capability has been exhausted, a request for assistance is forward to the 
Longreach District Disaster Management Group (forms at Annexure B).  If the 
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requested resources are not available in the area the District Disaster Co-
ordinator will then submit the request to the State Disaster Management Group. 
 
Requests for assistance such as manpower, machinery, goods and services 
would be made to: 
 

  
5.5  Media  

 
All media enquiries made during an alert, standby or action phase of an 
emergency situation shall be referred to the Emergency Co-ordination Centre.   
 
5.6  Functional Plans 

 
This section includes plans prepared to detail arrangements for functional 
support,  
such as: 
 

• Evacuation Plan- to be developed 
• Health Plan- see Director of Nursing 
• Welfare Plan – to be developed 
• Communications – to be developed 

 
The processes and arrangements detailed in these plans can be implemented for 
a range of events. 
 
5.7  Threat Specific Arrangements 

 
While these events are managed by other arrangements, the local area may be 
required to provide support to these arrangements.  These may include: 
 

• Exotic Animal/Plant Disease – see QVET plan from DPI&F  
• Epidemic or other health issues – presently State Pandemic Plan being 

developed by State Working Group.   
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Section 6 – Recovery 
 
Whilst recovery is the final phase, it should commence as early as possible and 
will often run concurrently with the response phase.  It is the responsibility of the 
Department of Communities to coordinate the recovery phase.  Whilst this is a 
disaster management function of the Department of Communities at the Disaster 
District level, the Local Disaster Management Group needs to be involved in the 
process and assist with overall coordination and reporting.  Individual insurance 
company representatives will need to be contacted to assess and process claims 
for damage to property. 
 
Recovery activities are categorised according to the focus of the recovery effort.  
This may be: 
 

• the community (“people” aspects); 
• the infrastructure (utilities and lifelines); 
• the built environment (houses, buildings etc); 
• the natural environment, and 
• the economy. 

 
The Department of Communities has primary responsib ility for community 
recovery in Queensland .  However, other government departments, local 
government and non-government organisations are involved as well. 
 
Community recovery is the coordinated process of supporting disaster-affected 
individuals, families and communities towards the restoration of: 
 

• emotional, 
• social, 
• economic 
• and physical well-being following a disaster. 

 
One of the underpinning concepts of recovery management principles is that 
recovery services should be managed at a local level.  In doing so, it is important 
that a site be identified as a Disaster Recovery/Relief Centre (one-stop shops) to 
provide the community with a point of contact for the services that may be 
offered.  
 
Winton Shire falls within the Longreach Disaster District Community Recovery 
Committee and this committee comprises representatives of government and 
non-government agencies: 
 

� Department of Health – Mental Health Services 
� Department of Health – Rural hospitals 
� Centrelink 
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� Lifeline 
� Centacare 
� Q-Build 
� Shire Council 
� Department of Housing 

 
Other agencies which advise and support this committee are: 

� Queensland Police Service 
� Emergency Management Queensland 
� Queensland Ambulance Service 

 
As the Lead Functional Agency in the recovery process, Department of 
Communities would provide the following roles: 
 

• Coordinates and chairs the Community Recovery Committee and 
activates the Committee in the event of a disaster. 

• Determines location of Disaster Recovery Coordination Centre 
• Establishes, manages and staff Disaster Recovery/Relief Centres (one-

stop shops) 
• Pays Disaster Relief Assistance including: 

o Emergency assistance (first 48 hours following a disaster) 
o Essential household contents assistance 
o Structural grants in the form of repairs to residences – in 

collaboration with QBuild. 
o Assists local government with the coordination of public appeals for 

funds to aid people or establish permanent memorials.  
 
More information on the Recovery process and a copy of the Community 
Recovery Plan can be accessed through the: 
 
Community Support Officer 
Department of Communities 
PO Box 1503 
ROCKHAMPTON   QLD    4700 
 
Phone: 4938 6996 
 
Or their web site: 
www.communities.qld.gov.au/community/community-recovery/support-assistance 
 
Natural Disaster Relief Recovery Arrangements  
 
The objective/intention of NDRRA is to assist  the recovery of communities 
whose social, financial and economic well-being has  been severely affected 
by a natural disaster event . 
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There is a trigger point that allows the Minister for Emergency Services to 
activate the financial relief measures.  This can come about by the cost of 
infrastructure damage exceeding a set figure or members of the community 
requiring assistance in the form of help through the various schemes. 
   
Natural disaster relief measures are designed to help those within the community 
who do not have the resources to provide for their own recovery. 
 
The various schemes address specific needs that exist within a stricken 
community as well as providing a ‘safety net’ for disaster victims.  Assistance is 
NOT provided as compensation for damage/losses sust ained or as a 
disincentive to self-help by way of commercial insu rance and/or other 
appropriate strategies of disaster mitigation. 
 
Funding is also provided to Government Agencies and Local Government to 
facilitate the restoration of public infrastructure. 
 
Details relating to NDRRA relief arrangements and NDRA Administering 
Authorities are available from: 
http://www.disaster.qld.gov.au/publications/pdf/NDRA_QLD.pdf 
or from the Area Director, Emergency Management Queensland, Longreach 
Area Office. 
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ANNEXURES   
 
Annexure A 
 

Local Disaster Management Group Contact Details 
 
Local Authority  Winton Shire Council 

Vindex Street  
WINTON QLD 4735 
During Disaster Only 

Ph 4657 2666 
Fax 46571 342 

 

Chairpersons  Cr Ed Warren (Mayor) 
37 Nesbit Street 
WINTON QLD 4735  

Ph 46571249 
Fax  46571 342 

Mobile 0427571249 
Cr Shane Mann (Deputy Mayor) 
83 Vindex Street 
WINTON QLD 4735 

Ph 46571209 
Mobile 0428450225 

Executive Officer  Greg Coulton (CEO) 
79 Manuka Street 
WINTON QLD 4735 

Ph 46572666 
A/h Ph 46571124 

Mobile 0427571124 
Local Controller  Bill Thompson 

32 Bloomfield Street 
WINTON QLD 4735 
 

A/h Ph 46571504 
Mobile 0428571504 

Police  
 
 

Officer in Charge 
Winton Police Station 
Vindex Street 
WINTON QLD 4735 

Ph 46571200 
Fax 46571604 

 
 

QLD Fire and Rescue 
Service 
Rural Operations 

Larry Lewis 
56 Ash Street 
BARCALDINE 4725 

Ph 46511190 
 

QFRS 
Urban Fire Service 

Jason Anderson 
23 Vindex Street 
WINTON QLD 4735 

Ph 042774249 

QAS - Winton  Officer in Charge 
Werna Street 
WINTON   QLD   4735 

Ph 46571100 
                    Fax 4657 1731 

Queensland Health  
Winton Hospital 

Director of Nursing   
Winton Hospital 
Oondooroo Street 
WINTON QLD 4735 

Ph 46572700 
 

Ergon Energy  Area Manager Rowan Gillies 
WINTON   QLD   4735 

Ph 13 16 70 
Mobile 0427961852 

Disaster District  
Co-ordinator 

District Disaster Coordinator 
Inspector of Police  
L Mitchell 
Longreach Police Station 
97 Galah Street 
LONGREACH   QLD   4730 
 
 

Ph 4652 5200  
  Fax      4658 3041      
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Emergency Management 
Queensland 
 
 

 
 
Ms Zoy Green 
Area Director 
Airport Complex 
LONGREACH QLD 4730 

 
 

Ph 4658 1308 
Fax 4658 3289 

Sat Phone 0145 115 943 
Mobile 0427 499 487 

Winton  SES Local Controller  
Bill Thompson 
Winton 

Mobile 0428571504 
 

Department of Primary 
Industries & Fisheries 

Dale Reynolds 
Senior Inspector 
PO Box  519  
LONGREACH   QLD   4730 

Ph 4650 1214 
Mobile 0429 478 486 

 
 

Department of 
Communities 

Community Support Officer 
Department of Communities 
PO Box 1503 
ROCKHAMPTON   QLD    4700 

       Ph 4938 6996 
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Annexure B 
 
Resource List 
 

WINTON SHIRE COUNCIL 
No. Plant Description No.                Plant Description 

  
1 PULSAR HATCHBACK   518 CAT 12H GRADER  
13 HOLDEN HEARSE (6  519 CAT 12H GRADER   
14 TOYOTA HILUX  UTE      520 CATERPILLAR GRADER  
15 TOYOTA HILUX 7/05 521 MULTI TYRED ROLLER  
16 FORD COURIER EXTRA  522 CAT GRADER MOD  
18 FORD COURIER DUAL  523 CAT GRADER 10/07 
19 FORD COURIER EXTRA  621 CUMMIN GENERATOR  
20 NISSAN WAGON 09/05 626 LISTER GENERATOR   
22 TOYOTA L/AC UTE  627 LISTER GENERATOR  
23 TOYOTA L/C UTE 11/05 628 LISTER SILENT GEN  
25 TOYOTA L/C UTE 11/05 629 LISTER GENERATOR  
26 TOYOTA L/C UTE  11/05 630 KUBOTA GENERATOR  
29 TOYOTA HILUX  UTE  631 KOBUTA GENERATOR  
30 PRADO GX      09/06 632 CUMMINS 30KVA  
31 TOYOTA L/C  11/06 633 GENERATOR 
32 NISSAN ST PATROL  634 KUBOTA 13KVA  
33 FORD RANGER TWIN  635 KUBOTO 13KVA  
34 TOYOTA L/C UTE  6/08 636 KUBOTA 13KVA  
35 TOYOTA L/C UTE  6/08 637 GENELITE GENERATOR  
36 TOYOTA L/C WAGON    702 TRAILER, 1.8 X 1.2M  
37 HIACE MINIBUS 703 TRAILER H/D A/R 6'x4'.  
38 TOYOTA AURION AT-X 704 TRAILER, TANDEM 
39 TOYOTA PRADO GXL 705 TRAILER, 8 X 5 SINGLE  
63 TOYOTA HILUX  706 TRAILER, 1.77t,4.3m x  
81  HILUX DUAL CAB  4/01 716 TRAILER - TANDEM  
112 HINO RANGER   717 NATHAN BOX TRAILER  
113 HINO RANGER   718 NATHAN TRAILER - 
114 MITSUBISHI CANTER  719 NATHAN TRAILER  
115 MITSUBISHI  CANTER   720 LACEYS TANDEM  
116 ISUZU NPR 400  724 TRAYMARK 2 BERTH 
203 DOG TRAILER 16/17T  725 TRAYMARK 4 BERTH 
206 INTERNATIONAL  726 TRAYMARK 4 BERTH)  
209 HINO RANGER 9 4/99  729 CARAVAN S/NO  
210  TAG-A-LONG TRAILER  730 CARAVAN S/NO  
211 UD CW320 TIP TRUCK  731 FUEL TRAILER  5/2001 
212 STREET SWEEPER  732 FUEL TRAILER  5/2001 
213 ISUZU FVR1000 LONG  733 TRAILER - STREET  
301 CHAMBERLAIN MARK 3  734 TRAILER   07/2002 
302 INTER TRACTOR, 5/80  735 TRAILER  07/2002 
305 ROTARY HOE  736 TRAILER  07/2002 
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307 PACIFIC V12D  737 HEAVY HAUL DOG  
309 HONDA SOIL AERATOR 738 HEAVY HAUL DOG  
311 AIRPORT ROLLER  739 HEAVY HAUL DOG  
313 STANBAR ROAD  740 TANDEM TRAILER  3/96 
315 WATER SNORTER 2/99 741 TRAILER FOR DINGO   
316 KERB & CHANNEL  742 HEAVY HAUL FUEL  
317 COCKERAL  751 FREIGHTER TRAILER   
318 NEW  HOLLAND  753 TRAILER - DOLLY X  
319 AIR COMPRESSOR 754 TRAILER (CAMP 950) 
320 FORK LIFT   4/00 755 HAULMARK TRAILER x  
321 TRACTOR - SRIB -  756 CARAVAN 
322 SLASHER SUPERIOR  812 MOBILE COLD ROOM  
323 SLASHER   DAKEN  818 CEMENT MIXER 
324 LINE MARKING  820 WACKER PACKER 
325 FOUR WHEELER - SRIB   821 LOAM SPREADER  
326 JOHN DEERE RIDEON  822 WEIGHT BATCHER 6  
327 JOHN DEERE LX10 RIDE  823 FORBES CONCRETE  
328 MEGAJET S/NO  907 WATER TANK, 1500  
329 DIESEL PUMP 6"  908 WATER TANK 3000  
330 BOBCAT S185H S/NO  909 WATER TANK 440 0  
331 RIDE ON MOWER  8/05 910 BULK FUEL TANK &  
332  SLASHER S/NO 550  940 WEIGHING SCALES 
333 AIR COMPRESSOR  947 FIXED CAMP NO 3 -  
334 MEGAJET     10/06 950 COMPLETE CAMP NO 1  
335 SCREED MACHINE 04/07 1113 CAT GRADER C60080 
336 DINGO &  1229 PARAMOUNT ROLLER  
337 SMOKING MACHINE 1230 PARAMOUNT ROLLER  
338 WATER SNORTER 09/08 1507 WATER PUMP 18201   
339 PNEUMATIC POST  1515 PARAMOUNT PUMP 
340 CONCRETE GRINDER   2000 CEMENT MIXER     7/05 
341 JOHN DEERE RIDE ON  2101 HONDA 4 STROKE  
407 AMMANN TANDEM  2102 HONDA 4 STROKE  
409 KOMATSU  LOADER   2103 HONDA 4 STROKE  
410 KOMATSU WA380-3H  2104 HONDA 4 STROKE  
411 BACKHOE JCB    2105 HONDA 4 STROKE  
412 KOMATSU LOADER   2201 JOHN DEER RIDE ON  
511 GRID ROLLER    7/96  2500 KARCHER PRESSURE  
515 NEW HOLLAND  2501 WACKER PACKER   
517 CAT GRADER 12H   2502 CEMENT SAW  02/07 

  2503 CEMENT SAW  02/07 
 


